Table 1. Optimum Instrument Conditions for the Agilent 7500cx ICP-MS used in the analysis.
	Instrument Parameters

	Rf power
	         1550 W

	Carrier gas flow rate
	         0.85 L/min

	Makeup gas flow rate
	         0.25 L/min

	Nebulizer pump
	         0.01 rps

	Sampling depth
	         8.2 mm

	S/C Temp
	         2.0 °C

	Peripump
	         30 rps


Table 2. Determined concentrations of As, Cd and Pb in certified reference material NIST 1643e (mean ± sd, n=3) in different days.
	Element
	Measured Value (μg L-1)
	Certified Value (μg L-1)

	
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	

	As
	60.4 ± 0.5
	60.6 ± 0.5
	60.1 ± 0.7
	60.45 ± 0.72

	Cd
	  6.7 ± 0.1
	  6.8 ± 0.2
	  6.6 ± 0.1
	  6.568 ± 0.073

	Pb
	19.6 ± 0.5
	19.3 ± 0.4
	19.7 ± 0.6
	19.63 ± 0.21


Table 3. Determined concentrations of As, Cd and Pb in drinking water samples (mean ± sd, n=3).
	City/ Municipality
	Sample Number
	As (μg L-1)
	Cd (μg L-1)
	Pb (μg L-1)

	
	
	
	
	

	Marikina
	1
	1.47
	±
	0.01
	0.05
	±
	0.02
	0.68
	±
	0.02

	
	2
	0.38
	±
	0.02
	0.07
	±
	0.02
	0.30
	±
	0.07

	
	3
	0.76
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	0.25
	±
	0.02

	Pasig
	4
	0.65
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	0.55
	±
	0.02

	
	5
	0.49
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.26
	±
	0.04

	
	6
	0.45
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	< MDL

	Pateros
	7
	0.41
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	0.28
	±
	0.01

	
	8
	0.38
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.66
	±
	0.01

	Makati
	9
	0.35
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.24
	±
	0.01

	
	10
	0.36
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.75
	±
	0.02

	
	11
	0.37
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.41
	±
	0.01

	Taguig
	12
	0.32
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	1.35
	±
	0.01

	
	13
	0.33
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	0.34
	±
	0.01

	Muntinlupa
	14
	5.47
	±
	0.16
	< MDL
	< MDL

	
	15
	12.46
	±
	0.06
	< MDL
	0.60
	±
	0.01

	
	16
	4.61
	±
	0.15
	< MDL
	0.67
	±
	0.01

	Parañaque
	17
	5.06
	±
	0.06
	< MDL
	< MDL

	
	18
	3.93
	±
	0.15
	< MDL
	0.28
	±
	0.01

	
	19
	0.31
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.25
	±
	0.01

	Las Piñas
	20
	3.27
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	1.77
	±
	0.01

	
	21
	4.07
	±
	0.14
	< MDL
	0.12
	±
	0.01

	Pasay
	22
	3.18
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	0.12
	±
	0.01

	
	23
	0.32
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.60
	±
	0.01

	
	24
	0.29
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.25
	±
	0.01

	Mandaluyong
	25
	0.31
	±
	0.05
	< MDL
	0.71
	±
	0.01

	
	26
	0.29
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.49
	±
	0.02

	
	27
	0.29
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	1.15
	±
	0.01

	Quezon
	28
	0.26
	±
	0.03
	0.11
	±
	0.01
	8.62
	±
	0.04

	
	29
	0.27
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.53
	±
	0.01

	
	30
	0.68
	±
	0.02
	0.05
	±
	0.01
	0.68
	±
	0.02

	
	31
	0.37
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.48
	±
	0.01

	Valenzuela
	32
	0.34
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	1.51
	±
	0.02

	
	33
	0.54
	±
	0.05
	< MDL
	0.69
	±
	0.01

	
	34
	0.50
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	0.43
	±
	0.01

	Malabon
	35
	0.39
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.59
	±
	0.01

	
	36
	0.28
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	< MDL

	
	37
	0.27
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	0.44
	±
	0.01

	Navotas
	38
	0.25
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	0.51
	±
	0.00

	
	39
	0.28
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.65
	±
	0.01

	
	40
	0.26
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	0.17
	±
	0.01

	Caloocan
	41
	0.30
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	0.14
	±
	0.01

	
	42
	0.25
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.16
	±
	0.01

	
	43
	0.23
	±
	0.01
	< MDL
	1.28
	±
	0.01

	Manila
	44
	0.27
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	0.13
	±
	0.01

	
	45
	0.23
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	1.15
	±
	0.01

	
	46
	0.21
	±
	0.03
	< MDL
	0.64
	±
	0.01

	
	47
	0.25
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	1.04
	±
	0.01

	San Juan
	48
	0.30
	±
	0.02
	< MDL
	1.07
	±
	0.01

	
	49
	0.27
	±
	0.04
	< MDL
	18.98
	±
	0.08

	 
	50
	12.96
	±
	0.12
	0.05
	±
	0.01
	6.72
	±
	0.05
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