The Bahay Tuluyan and
its junior educators program:
Strengthening the streetchildren’s resilience
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Pinag-aaralan ang mga simulain at ang patuloy na pagsulong ng
Bahay Tuluyan bilang lugar na tumutulong sa mga lansangan tungo
sa kanilang pagkakaroon ng matibay na karakter, kumpiyansa sa
sarili at malalim na paninindigan sa anumang larangan. Ang field
method-sa higit na tivak na kaparaanang interbyu, ang ginamit
upang maisatitik and dinamiko, walang humpay at masigasig na
disposisyon ng mga inabuso at kapus-palad ng mga mamamayan
ng lipunang Pilipino. Sa tulong ng sampung (10) tagapagtaguyod
at tagasuporta sa programan ng Bahay Tuluyan, malalimang
pinag-aralan sa naturang pananaliksik ang kalikasang sosyo-
kultural ng mga Pilipinong batang lansangan.

Masusi ring pinag-aralan ng tagapagsaliksik ang pilosopiya at
layuning taglay ng programang Bahay Tuluyan. Sa pamamagitan
ng pilosopiyang gumagabay sa kanila- “nararapat gumawa ng
desisyon para sa kani-kanilang mga sarili ang mga bata”
pinatutunayan ng mga kalahok sa programa na kaya nilang isulong
at isakatuparan ang napakaraming pagbabago para sa kanilang
kapwa batang lansangan. Malinaw na pnatutunayan ng mga
pagbabagon ito ang katibayan ng loob ng mga batang lansangan
at ang kakayahan nilang mamuhay na kapiling ang tulad nilang
mga sensitibo, dinamiko, malikhain at mapag-arugang mga
dalubhasang panlipunan ng Pilipinas.

Maria Veronica G. Caparas is an Associate Professor at the Department of Speech
Communication and Theater Arts, College of Arts and Letters, University of the
Philippines, Diliman.
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THE STREETCHILDREN

T crowneED sTRERTS OF MIztRO MAND # are made more crowded with the
presence of children who peddle candies, {lowers and newspapers, or who wipe
car windshields and jeeprey passengers’ shee at red traffic lights, or who sirrply
beg for alms. These children who life or work on t1e streets are popularly
referred to as “streetchildren”. Dizon (1988) describes streetchildren as
children whose ages range from 7 -- 18 and whose sources of livelihood inchide
vending or hawking of food items, selling sweepstakes, begging for food or
mor.ey, scavenging, car v-atching or car cieantag, pickpocketing snatching or
engzaging in prostituon.  Nicanor B. Arrola Execttive Director of Bahay
Tuluyari describes the streetchildren by classifving thera into three categor.es:
(1) those who stay in the streets most of tae time and get to go home to their
respective patents if they so wish; (2) those wao live in the streets with tk etr
familtes; and (3) those who are totally abandoned and engage in different trades
for a living (1998).

VWHY THERE ARE STREETCHILDREN

As of April 1997, the umber of streerchildren in Manila is estimated by
the Department of Social Work and Develcpmen: at 100,000 (Stairway, 1997).
Arriola (1998) puts it zt 1.5 million nationw.de. The large number of
streetchildren can be attributed to urbanizaticn ind - ts repercussion on the
urban poor (Torres, 19961 Kothari (1994} »f Habitat International Coalition
articulates thar “one of the main reasons why cities across the world are seeing
the growing phenomenon of strectchildrer. is dae to discriminate housing and
planning policies, especialls 11x the developirg coanrries, that have forced people
and communities from inner cities and areas to places far from livelihood
opportunities. This has forced families to send their children back to the city
streers to supplement the farily :ncome”  Streetchilcren are also pushed to
the streets because of the “ollowing reasons: [1] to keep themselves busy since
they cannot afford to go school; |2] to escape flom famiy conflicts; [3] to
run awav from a physically abusive atmosphere at home; and [4] to join their

fellow children for thrilis (Dizon, *988).
STATEMENT OF THE ProsLEmM

The researcher looks ar the following: [1] the history, vision and goals of
Bahay Taluyan, [2] the special role of the staff, heneactors, and detractors
of Bahav Tuluyan on the resilience of siteetchildren-clisnt [3] the Junior
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Educators Program cf Bahay Tuluyan, aad [4] insights of four Junior

Educators.

The study focuses or tae Bahay Tuluran and 1ts Janior Educators Program
for the streetchildren cf Malate as they streng! hen the streetchildren-clent’s
resilience.

OBJECTIVE OF THE »TUDY

The researcher’s prinzipral aim is to ide ntify the Bahay Tuluyan and its Janior
Educators Program a; strengtaening factors of the streetchildren-client’s
resilience.

Specific objectives are’

[1] to describe tie Bahay Tuluyan sta ’f sis-a-vis the nature of
their concern,

[2] to identify the guiding philosophy ¢ f the Bahay Tuluyan
Junior Educzters Program;

[3] to identify the key plavers in tae progran,

[4] to identify the target cecipier ts of the programs;

[5] to identify the approaches an¢ materials used in the
program.

DEFINITION OF TEItMS

Bahay Tuluyan - A non-governmenta o gan zation initially founded to
service the growing ruraber of street:aildren in the Malate area, and serves
some 150-200 child-en through three maia programs: [1] an education
program o provide hasic skills for c1ildranstreer, community and center-
based); [2] a particip itory research program in tae situation on the streets
conducted by “hardecre” streetchildren- or those involved in gangs and victims
of abuse; [3] a theate: program for and by streetcluldren (Balgos, 1995); shall
be teferred to as BT in rhis text.

Junior Educators Program - a pregram >f Bahay Tuluyan characterized
by the child-to-child :ipproach and ain 12d at developing new batches of junior
educators who will e rentually take charge of other programs and projects of
BT (Artola, 1998"; shall be referred ro as J.ZP i1 the text.

Junior Educatots - former stree tchi dren-tarned-educators of Bahay
Tuluyan children-clent; shall be referred to as JE, in the text.
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Streetchildren- children aged 7-18 yeats old who live or work in the
streets (Dizon, 1988); children aged 1-20 yeats old who live or work: in
the streets (Arriola, 1998); shall be used in the study to refer to the
streetchildren-client of Bahay Tuluyvan.

Resilience- [1] condition characterized by resumption into original
shape after compression; [2] state of readily recovering from a setbuck
(The Pocket Oxford Dictionary, s.v re-sign); shall be used in this study to
refer to the streetchildren’s ability to cope with the risks and overcome
the conflicts or setbacks of street life and recover from the traumas
encountered in the streets and eventually empowe: themselves irto

becoming responsible junior educators of Bahay Tuluyan.
Risxs aND CONFLICTS STREETCHILDREN Face

+ Streetchildren live in a world full of risks snc cor flicss, Getting caught
b' the police because of their mere presence in the streets and being
subjected to a battery of questions and accusatory statements is a risk to
their psychosocial development. They begin to lose trust in people and
start building a world impenetrable to others who offer genuine help.
Putting upon themselve: the burden of sarming a living for their families
pose a conflict as to the:r role vis-a-vis -he role of their patents or older
family members. Exposed to non-streetchildren who enjoy balloons and
ice cream while playing in the patks or who go to school in chauffeured
vehicles, they continue to search for answers as to why they do not have
the same privileges as their fellow childrer. Their questions multiply only
to remain unanswered.

STREETCHILDREN CAREGIVERS

The phenomenon of streetchildren has beer reccgnized as a serious
social concern, mobilizing a number of human rights advocates and
defenders. Balgos (1995) cites two proofs of such mobilization. One, the
United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on 20 November 1989; as 07 19¢3, 117 countries had signed
the said Convention by rattfication, accession cr succession. The other,
governments ahd non-governmerntal organizations have forged ties and
efforts, upon the initiative of UNICEF, to work for the welfare of children
who constitute half of the world’s population.

Another proof of social mobilization is the holding of the Asia Pacific:
NGO Human Rights Congress in New Delhi on 6-8 December 1996. In
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this convention, lobb7ing efforts crearion, fromoting and strengthening
child rights were ensused by the participants which included the Philippines
(Asia Pacific Human Rights NGOs, 1997,

The Philippine judicial system has enacted laws protecting the rights of
children. One such lew which was approvec on 17 June 1992 is Republic
Act 7610, an act proviaing for sironger dererrence and sbecial protection against chitd
abuse, exploitation and dscrimination, providing bena.ties for its violation, and for
other purposes (UNICEF, r.d.).

Non-governmenrta organ.zations wortkirg fcr streetchildren abound.
Srairway, Vitlanie Foundador, Kanlungan sa Erma Ministry Inc., Masyville
Community Develcpment Center, Targlaw ng Kabaraan, Kaibigan Ermita
Outreach Foundation, Child Hope Asia-Phlipp nes, Pangarap Shelter for
Streetchildren, Th: Silong-Tanglaw Founcation Inc., MASIGLA
(Makataong Simulain Para sa Tkagagaling ng mga Kabataan) Streetchildren
Foundation, Tahanzn Ourteach Projecrs and Services and the Malate Parish-
and Quezon City-based Bahay Tuluya are only some of the NGOs which
help streetchildren realize their right to a decent and safe life in the city,
their right to educztior, their creative potentials and their abilities 1n
assuring themselves a good future.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The issue of urbanization may be linked to the growing phenomenon
of streetchildren 'n the Philippines (Torres, 1996). How well do
streetchildren go “hrough the risk of being susjected to the many social
repercussions of urpanization is worth ocking into. The streetchildren’s
socialization into meaningful bonding vrith fel.ow streetchildren through
a service-oriented learning program is a remarkable coping mechanism and
empowerment device of streetchildren Itis 2 proof of their resilience.
It is 2 reflection cf their survival instinet aeeded in a complex street life.
The Bahay Tuluyar: Junior Educatcrs “rogram proffers inspiration and
strength to streetchildren who themselves aspire for the good life. The
programi can serve as a model for other organizations concerned with the
future of streetchildren in an urbanized setting.

METHODOLOGY

To meet the specific objectives of this reseatch the Field Research
Method was employed. The researcher usec. the interview as her data-
gathering device for a number of tzasons.
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First, she believes in the interactional natur= inherent in this field research
method which leads to maximum allowance of both verbal and nonverbal
expression among the re spondents. Her sxposure to various Filipino
communication situaticns as an expert in tae field of Speech Communication
has led her to a substanrial knowledge zbout the different communication
behaviors of Filipinos in given social situstions: [1] there are those who love
to be interviewed and need not be coaxed into 1evealing more information;
(2] there are reluctant interviewees whao only give information after an
encouragement, ot friendly and persistent yet izentle prompting from the
interviewer; [3] there are laconic interviewees whose “esponses range froraa
nod of the head to “ hinci ko alam”; [4] tkere zre interviewees who only need
one question and can get on talking about a sis igle togic for thirty minutes or
so; and [5] there are passionate interviewees whose verbal responses to
questions are laced with nonverbal complements. These varying interview
behaviors may define the degree or extent or r=search findings, analyses, and
discoveries.

Second, observations point to the intervew as a betrer tool than that of a
questionnaire (Babbie, 198) which respondents are likely to throw away.
Respondents may be very busy attending to the dsily requisites of subsistence
to sit down and fill out the questionnaire. Some of thern may rather be guided
through the task of unde rstanding and giving of the needed information.
Some do not see the relevance of researches ‘ot soc al reforms and polizy
implications. The absence of the researcher or research assistant may defeat
the purpose for which the Juestiorinaires have beer given oat or administered.

Third, the interview metacd makes the resoondents less hesitant to entertan
the interviewer who is a.ready right in fron of them (Babbie, 1998).

Fourth, the present interviewer-researcher believes that raere will hardly be
any obstacle in conducting; her study amony the respcndent Bahay Tuluyan
staff and facilitators giver: the Filipino personaliries of marunong makisama,
mapaghibay, makiramay, map wrwala, mannawain, gaan ng losb and pakikipagkapua
(Churh, 1986). She has alw tys felt a special cneriess witk her fellow Filipincs
who have helped since tke late 705 and corntinu= to assist ker in determining
sociological facts and laying dowr. social perspectives.

The tasks of the Bahay Tuluyan staff and faclitators which consist of
enhancing the personhocd and cul tivating the unique inherent characteristiz
of the marginated streetchildren as well as the:r major contribution to
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Philippine society take on Hexculean propos tions. These are tasks that
call for a strong sense of altruism and andisided atrention. The sensitivity
of these tasks challenges the researcher tc go beyond the interview data
and lcok into the intangible aspect of the respondents’ active involvetnent
and selfless service to fellow streetchilcren. The mul-ifaceted dimensions
of the very existence cf streetchildren posc various sociological ques ions
to which answers ma be temporaril7 wi hteld or permanently deailed.
Such withholding or cental of answers continues to present the pere nnial
truth of having childrer in the streets of “he countrv.

The interview me-hod is the tesearcaer’s t>ol for discovering social ills
that victimize a numter of the Filipino children. Ske believes that there
is a lot to be transcribed from the verb and nonverbal sharings of the
respondents.

With these consideraticns in mind, the researcher hopes to capture the
essence of the respenents’ noble mission of strergthening streetchildren’s
resilience. The present interview quastions focus mainly on whet the
researcher believes zx issues dear to tae heart ar d committed to the mind
of the respondents: [1] the kistory, vision and goals of Bahay Tuluyan,
[2] the special role of the staff, becefaztors, and detractors of Bahay
Tuluyan on the resiience of streerchildren; [3] the Junior Educators
Program of Bahay T1iluyan; and [4] mnsigats of four Junior Educators.

The Filipino langunge is used as the interview medium. The researcher
believes that using this medium leads t the faciliration of warm interaction
with respondents. "Le researcher also thinks that the use of Filipino
language enables ler to establisa ar.d maintain rapport with the
respondents. Throuagh the popular ¥ Uipiro angnage, the researcher thinks
she could capture the spontaneity ind candidness of the respondents.
Additionally, the resezrcher assumes that ‘he 1espondents — given their
exposure and mission--- have a higa degree of fluency in the Filipino
language.

Her interviewees shall consist of :

[1] the Founder and Chair of the 3oard of Bahay Tuluyan
BEdward Gerlock,

[2) Board Member and Executtre Directo: Nicanot Arriola,

[3] Board Meniber and Social Worke - Ellen Balomaga,
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[ Board Member and Administrative Staff’ Ma. Victoria
Astillero,

[5] Boatd Membe: and Case Mansgement Cfficer Neneth
Eser,

[6] Household Manager Mercedirz ‘Nanay Mezrcy’ Enverga,

[7]Junior Educator Liza Inamatga,

[8]Junior Educator Mary Ann Nebril,

[¢]Junior Educator Michael Moses,

[10] Junior Educaror Albert ‘Stan-on’ Snyder

A
]

RELATED LITERATURE

In her book Profiles of Disadvantaged Children: treet-pilaren in Six Philiptine
Cities, Torres (1996) presented seven case studses of utban streetchildren
and showed how these “disadvantaged children” are able to cope with
poverty and the demands of unpovenshed hcuseliolds. The cases vary.
There is the case of twc streetchildren resigned to the fact of having to
help their mcther earn a living. There is 2 streerchild who opted to live in
the streets of Cubao afrer 2 scolding froni his father. He turned into a child
prostitute to fend for himself. There are two streetchildren staying in
centers and their ultimate dream is to be reunited with their families. And
there are streetchildren who dropped ou- of schoo and joined the labor
force to help augment what little family income: they have.

Balgos (1995) writes about the “forgotten victims” in her The Child with a
Fish for a Twin ( Or How not 1o Write abour Citéldren; and cite the large number
of homeless streetchildren employed in the informal sector of the economy.
These children are socialized into adult roles Krowing how Philippine society
puts a high premium on education, some of rhese srreetchildren set aside
money for their formal education

Banaag’s Resthiency (1997) documents the sto-ies of twelve streetchildren.
Each story tells of a streetchild’s survival i the streets and how he is able 1o
transform the adversities o living in the streets iato triumphs of the character
and the spirit. Banaag also cites studies made by individuals and organizatior:s
which suggests that [1] the children’s resilience depends largely on the behavicr
of parents and adults; [2] there are factors associate¢ wirth streetchildren’s
resilience (constitutiona! ractors, sex diffzrences, teraperament, bonding,
mother-child relationships, family relationships and extrafamilial factors); [2]
tesilience is consistently related with an inner sense of self-worth, competence
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and sense of self-efficacy; and [4] adversities encountered by children actually
serve to strengthen these children’s resilience.

The streetchildren, whose circumstances ate exteraal to their will, are
socialized into a world of coping for survizal They recognized how life’s
deprivation has led them to daily struggles in the streets. That the
streetchildren are able to cope with the harsh realites of street life is a fact
passets-by and commuters witness everyday. Strength of character is
manifested in every streetchild’s earnest and unflinching will to survive and to

heip his family.

The Social Exchange Theory of Simniiel may be an zdditional explanation
about every streetchild’s determinism or manifesto of survival George
Simmel in his The Phioiophy of Money observed that while people’s goals vary
given their biological impulses and socia need, “all action reflects the human
ability to manipulate the environment in an attemgt to realize their goals...
Money is the ultimate social tool” (Turner et al,, 198¢). The researcher be ieves
that “manipulation of the environment” is actally an adaptation.

The streetchildrens adaptation, however, may include their ability to
overcome certain conflicts with themselves cr with other people. Folberz and
Taylor (1993) classify conflict into 1wo categories: intrapersonal and
interpersonal. The streetchildren have conflets to grapple with. The fact that
they are forced to join the labor force zt an aze when they should going to
school is an intrapersonal conflict. That they encouner people who detest their
presence in the streets is an interpersonal corflict. Fow these children manage
to face and overcome these conflicts comes in many ways. Resilience is one.

PRESENTATION OF DaATA

The interviews witk the respondents weze done three separate occasions
and in two different venues. The first interview took place on 11 February
1998 at the Bahay Tuluyan Drop-in Cer.ter in Malate. The second was done
on 18 February 1993 at BT. The taird was conducted with Ecward
Gerlock on 22 March 1998 at his residence on Manhattan Street in Cubao,
Quezon City.

Interview questions were formulated based on the four issues the
researcher looked into:{1] the history, vision and goals of Bahay Tuluyan;
[2] the special role of the staff, benefactors, and detractors of Bahay
Tuluyan on the resilience of streetchildren-client, [3] the Junior Educators
Program of Bahay Tuluyan; and [4] insignts of four Junior Educators.
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The Filipino language,
the language of fluency of
most interactants, ‘was
used. English was used in
the interview with Gerlock.
The researcher utilized the
camera and the video
camera to document the
stieetchildren’s activities as
well as the staffmembers
and junior educators’

warm reception.

Banay Turuyan: ITs History, VISIoN and GOALS

The idea of Bahay Tuluyan Drop-ir. Center for Streetchildren vas
collectively conceptualized in 1988 by Italian Luisi Cocquio, American

Edward Gerlock, Irish srest John Gallz gher and a Fiipina by the name

of Celeste. Cocquio, a rormer ptiest now based in Italy and married to a
Filipina, invited Edward Getlock— who just came back from a ten-year
deportation 1n Hawaii—- to work for streetchildrer. Gerlock, a former
activist priest who was cetained by President Marcos from October 1973
to January 1975 and who left the priesthood and married an Ilocana in 1930,

accepted the invitation. Fr.
John Gallgher, who vras
them working at the Malate
Parish Church, offered +he
space on the ground floor
of the Our Lady of
Remedies Building of the
Malate Parish on San
Andres corner Macdre
Ignacia Streets in Malate,
Manila. The offer for a ten-
year stay in the prermises
was sealed on a piece of
paper.

Bahay Tuluyan envisions a
society capable of providing
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an environment conducive to the totz] growth and tealthy development
of childrer, of upholding thexr rights and of ptotecting them from all
forms of abuse and exploitation. It 2ims to meaningfully integrate the
children into the mairstream of Philippine society. It also aims to make
the children discover an atmosphere of caring, giving, and loving. BT does
this by adopting programs meant to snhance thz learning and crea:ivity
potentials of its residunts.

In 1995, BT branched out to Katipunan Avenue in Quezon City. This
year, the staff are targeting a space in Tianong, Quezon where they can
house mote streetchildrern.

THe SpeciaL ROLE OF THE STAFF, BEMEFACTCRS. AND DETRACTORS
or Banay TuLuyan ©N THE RESILIENZE OF STREETCHILDREN

That the streetchildren’s resilience depznds largely on the behavior of
the adults around them (Banaag, 1997) is « fact worth exploring at the
Bahay Tuluyan whose operations are largely street-based. What .s the
special role of Bahay Tuluyan on the formaticn of junior educators-
streetchildren?

In an interview with Nicanor Arrisla (1978), the researcher found out
that Arriola was one »f the student-semiparians :hat Gerlock contacted in
starting the Bahay Taluyan Project. Arriola immersed himself with the
streetchildren of Roxas Boulevard. He had a flute and like the Pied Piper
of Hamelin, attracted a number of ckildien who were amused to play his
name-thai-tune game. Sometimes, Arriols recalls, he also had tc sniff
rughy so as to befriend the streetchildren. After e aad earned their trust,
Arriola would convince them to joiri him. Desoite Arriola’s background
as a streetchild, he discovered that the task of aiding streetchildren in
discovering and empcowering themsclves was, anc. remains to this day,
difficult. Initial invitations seemed successful but the children would
eventually go back to the streets and their supposed anti-social behavior
of pickpocketing, sniffing solvent, or engaging n the flesh trade eiher as
pimp or prostitute.

But Ariola is not one to give up on his missicn of helping streetchildren
realize their true valae in society and the value >f education in their lives.
He remains indefarigable in his advccacy work. Arriola himself continues
to study and learr from fellow NGO wotrkers and from constant
association with the streetchildren themselves. The harsh realities of
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streetlife offer substan-ive lessons in in-eractive and negotation skills. A
concrete situation in 1991 highlights the need to lesrn skills in dealing with
the police. Arriola wzs detained and his camera corfiscated when he took
pictures of the police n anhandling a stzcetchild. He chose to keep silznt.
Whar else can be done in thar situaticn whe-e an angry policeman aad
grabbed his camera anc threatened to hrt the child even more? He was
not able to retrieve the {ilm roll. A big (uestion, though, lurks in his mind.
How else do we expect streetchildren to trust people who are suppose dly
protectors of their rigats but are the firsi to in‘lict hard on them? Arriola
even warned the researcner about the indiffe-ert beyavior of streetchildren
towards camera-carryir g people. They usually snatch the camera :nd
would not want their oictures taken.

Through these learnings and constarit association with streetchildren,
Arriola has found out the effectiveress of using the child-to-child
approach in dealing wita streetchildren. Fo- this former seminarian, the
task of reaching out to “he stree-children cont nues

Ellen Balomaga (1998) has been working fo: the Bahay Tuluyan
streetchildren for nine yzars now. ju\st Lke Arriola, she used to prowl the
streets for children whose lives are wasred or. solvenrs and in membership
in organizarions like Bakala Na Gang or in pedcling their bodies to
foreigners. She is like a mother o the streetchildren, going to the extent
of bathing and cutting their nails when they get :nto Bahay Tuluyan. When
asked if she encounters any difficulty in doing; this, Ealomaga cites the czse
of parents who disapproed of their children’s Laison with Bahay Tuluyzn.
These parents, believing; that their kids just waste tirne doing nothing
instead of helping thern earr a living, actually end 1up scolding their kids
or stopping them from going to Bahay Tauyan. Worse, the parents would
angrily rush to Bahay Tnluyan and berate the staff. There was even an
occasion when the paren's staged a rally againist Bahay Tuluyan’s intrusion
into their lives. Why is his so? “Kasi, dito sa Malate, and pananaw ng
mga magulang at ibang ta> ay prostitution is a way of life at hindi sila dapat
pakialaman sa gusto ni.ang mangyari sa anak nila,” Balomaga sadly
tesponds.

Sorne children also re:ist the idea of getting int> the Bahay Tuluyan
program. “Mahirap sabihing rumigil sila dahil sasaguin ka ng ‘Bakit? Kaya
mo bang ibigay and gusro namin?’ Parang <ex mania, hinahanap-hanap nila
ang buhzy sa kalye.” They have a case of 5 chid prosrtute who had to te
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brought to Marilac Hills of the Department of Social Work and
Development for rehabilitation. The caild detested what appeared to her
as a deceptive action of Bahay Tuluyan. She felt very much deceived. What
appeared to the child s a betrayal of trust is actually an issue the BT staff
find hard to confront They have unders-ard how the child feels. How

do they tell her that they are only after her velfare?

The number of streetchildren the Bahay Tuluyan accommodates varies
according to the socio-political climzte. Balomaga observers that the
children are free to roam the streets these days of the political season.
“Malawag ngayon. FHindi katulad nang raay international conventon o
importanteng bisita, kailangan daw walang mga streetchildren. Ang
ginagawa ng mga pulie, kinukulong anz mga bata 2 kaya dinadala dito  But
these days, hinahayaar lang ng gobyerno gimala zng mga bata. Kontl lang
ang nandito ngayon.” Balomaga estimates the number of BT residents this
year at 70, now reduced ro 40.

Ma. Victoria Astillcro joined advocacy work at BT two years ago She
sees the need for children to have more access tc social services and prays
for more funds for DSWD and other social welfare agencies (1998).

Neneth Eser (199€) started working with BT twe years ago. She cites
the cases of streetchildren who complair about their “imprisonment” at
Marilac Hills. Eser follows up on legal cases involving their wards. Her
presence in coutt is not just legal assistarice but moral support for wards
involved in incest, pedophilia, and crintnal cases. To date, she 1s busy
overseeing twelve court cases, eleven of “which pertain to sexual abise of
children. Eser mentions the one-on-cne counseling program some of these
children go through This 1s done at the UP-?GH with which BT has
forged a partnership for the handling of traumatic cases.

Mercedita ‘Nanay Mercy’ Enverga has been working as household
manager-cum-cook for four years now and gets a monthly pay of P5,000.
She says that the meal preparations vary from camote, rice, and bread to
a variety of viands for breakfast, lunch and supper (Enverga, 1998). She
is given a daily market allowance of P600-800. Nanay Metcy cooks three
to four “salop” of rice per meal. She describes the BT residents as
otdinary children who sometimes engage in fisticuffs or verbal quarrels
and shouts. The cause of their quarrels? “Pag ginalaw ng isa yung gamit
ng isa, nag-uumpisa na ang away,” Nanay Mercy states. During birthday
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celebrations of any of tae residents, she prepares pancit, juice and bread.
Occasionally, the children enjoy cake given by BT friends. The childien
go to sleep at 9 PM. ard wake up at 5330 A.M. tc get ready for formal
education in school. Bahay Tuluyan sencls. them on 2 scholarship to neatby
schools.

Bahay Tuluyan receives assistance frorn friends :nd benefactors. One
benefactor worth-noting is British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook. His visit
to BT in August 1957 marked the signirg of the Memorandum of
Understanding on Combating Child Abuse by PNP Director Gene:al
Recaredo Sarmiento II and British Ambassador Acsian Thotpe (BT file,
1997). The memorandur annourced the major trairung program boosting
PNP's capability for dealing with child abuse. The program covers tae
following subjects: intelligence exchange, operational cooperation,
training, support and information sharing. It was als> during this visit that
Cook gifted BT a video zamera for teccerding evidence of child abuse.

Atrriola happily shares *hat Bahay Tuluvan zlso receives generous grants
and donations from countries like Sweden, Germany, Japan ard
organizations like UNESCO and the Church. Friends of Edward Gerlock
also help in paying their monthly water and clestric bills.

Bahay Tuluyan has its share of problems. [n add:tion to the incidence
of indifferent and disapproving parents as well 1s cases of children
eventually losing trust in tne staff, BT faces eviction from the Malate Parish
Council. The Council opted not to renew the ten-year contract of Bahay
Tuluyan. Gerlock (1998) cites four reasons for the Council’s eviction move:
[1] the Parish wants to preserve the historical significance of the 400-yea:-
old Church; [2] the Parish wishes to recapture the glorious days of Malate
which used to be the Foroes Park of Manila; [3| the Parish shines as the
spiritual gasoline in the area in stark contrast witk the streetchildren's
activities of sniffing solvent and engaging in sexual intercourse right inside
the church; and [4] the Parish does not have any organic connection wita
Bahay Tuluyan

Gerlock remmembers one incident during tke Holy Week which added
tension to the already tense atmosphere. ‘The Chair cf the Parish Council
parked her brand new whire Hondz Civic car on the lor fronting the Bahay
Tuluyan Drop-in-Center. A streerchild, who just learned how to write his
name, wrote his name on the car-- not with a pencil nor ballpen-- but with
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a nzil. The lady lost her cool ana shouted invectrves at the child. “She
was cursing and was suying all the bad words to the child — words “hat
she regretted saying,” recalls Gerlock. BT =nded 1p spending more than
P20,000 for the re-painting of <he car.

Balcmaga shares how the Parish Ccuncil, ‘which is composed of clite
m=mbers, resorted to Farassment tactics to express its resentment agzinst
the continuing stay of ¢ treetchildren in the premises. ~hese tactics include
changing of telephone lines with whizh BT shates 2 PLDT connection
making it difficult for BT callers to contact the office, giving the ralse
information to even nternational callers tiat 3T is no longer there,
confronting the staff about supposed riistek avicrs cf the streetchilaren,
shouting at the streetchildren and makiag them feel unwanted in the area.
The Council really wants BT out of the oremises. The present parish priest
of Malate Church, Ir. Michael Martin, even offered the BT staff
downpayment for renral of another spzce na different area-- a clear sign
of the Parish’s adamant desire to rid he zrey of streetchildren.

The harassment tactics created quite a steain 11 the relationship of the
Parish Council and th: BT staff. The meclia picked up the eviction issue.
The issue got the atreation of Pres. Fidel V. Ramos ‘n 1995. He ordered
DSWD Sec. Lina Laysc to intervene for the continted stay of BT in the
premises.

For their part, the BT staff tried o wotk at harmonizing their
relationship with the Farish Council. Ther efforts in the form of [1]
attending meetings sct by the Council; [2, addressing problems raised by
the Council; and {3} compromising wth the requests of the Council drove
useless.

Bahay Tuluyan’s imoending exodus, however, has vielded fruits. Getlock
was rold of the Coun:il’s plan to put up it o'wn program for streetchildren.
The latest news is thit BT is preparing tc leave the Malate premises for a
space in Sta. Ana, Manila.

The atmosphere where the streetchildren aze accornmodated is apparently
filled with altruism. understanding, ccmpassion, warmth, care, protection,
affection, bonding and expetiential oreness in coatrast with the atmosphere
of indifference and 1arshness in the streets, all important ingredients of
their resilience.
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THE BaHAY TULUYAN JUNIOR Ebucarcrs ProOGEAM

The JEP guiding philesophy “children have - raake decisions for
themselves™ was inspired by a program fo: the elderly, Coalition of
Services of the Elderly (COSE), of which Ge-locl: is Zxecutive Director.
Just as the older people make decisions fo- themselves, so must the
children. The JEP helps the streetchildren discovar for themselves what
they want to do in life, and strengthens them to face the realities of life.
Gerlock’s observation that the formal educational system in the country
does not really prepate one to face the kind of life in the Philippines gave
birth to the slternative educational systera for stree-children. “We thouzht
of this alternative system where streetchildren learn self. discovery and self-
empowerment through the child-to-child approach. Children are in a better
posirion to deal with feliow children. Acults find i- ditficult to level off,”
explains Gerlock.

Gerlock acknowledge s the limitation of the JEP especially in a country
where people put a high premium on formal education. “Education is
like 2 panacea for most people. They believe it can cure all the ills” opiries
Getlock. While the JEI' does not give its graduates the diploma-key to
white-collar jobs, the program prepares the recipient: for formal education.
“In this way, the training of the children is balanced. There is the yin and
the yang of learning. We have the participstoty research training, role-
playing, and theater arts among streetchiideen rhat they may understand,
and know how to cope with, the realities of street life. We have to get to
the core of street life. ‘There are so many wavs tc truth than science,”
elaborates Gerlock.

The Philippine Educational Theater Association (FETA) works closely
with BT in developing the streetchildren’s confidence and creativizy
(Arrio’a, 1998). Some of tae streetchildien alsc ass:st Arriola in runnir.g
the one-hour radio progrem Talatayang Partbara cver WSS 1494 Khz AM
every Suaday at 7-8 A.M.

The UNESCO (France)- funded JEP 1s bancled by the JEs who undergo
Trainors’ Trainings where Arriola and other invited spzakers act as resource
persons. Topics taugh: :nclude Child Rights, Peer Counseling, Values
Formation, Spiritual Formarion, Literacy, Numeracy, and the Petforming
Arts and Skills (Astillerc, 1998). The JEP follows a raodule prepared and
updated by the JEs themselves with the zuidance of Arriola. Gerlock
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descr:bes the module as “a
dialzctical curticulum” whete the
streetchildren discuss among
-hemsuelvzs the design and
devzlopment of the module and get
‘0 synthes.ze all the values learned
from rheir street life.

The JEP of learning is classified
into two: ‘1] Street Education and
[2] Cente:-based Tutorials (Eser,
19¢8) Street sducation takes place
every week for two hours under the
shady trees of Roxas Boulevard,
Sar Andrtes, ot Remedios Circle.

Topics covered are similar to those
learned in the Trainors’ Training,
Center-based tutorials in Reading, Writing, and Numbers happen at the
Day Care Center located within the BT premises. There are three aours
per session and there are three sessions a week for a four-month petiod
of learning at the Center. The Center which was instituted in 1989 caters
to the streetchildren-client of BT and the children ir the community aged
4.6 years old. Parents entoll their chilcren here to prepare them for formal
education. The trainees do not pay arvthing. BT supplies them with school
items.

THE JuNiOrR EDUCATORS

Ar the present, there are nine JEs whose ages range from 10-21 years
old. Two JEs and two JE-assistants are ir. cherge of Street Education.
Three JEs and two | F-assistants hardle thke Day Care Center Tutorials.
Each of the Street Education JEs recetves 2 mo nthly allowance of 1,000
while each Day Care Center JE receives a nonthly allowance of P1,500.
The JEs and JE-assistants enjoy schclarships. Two of them enjoy ERDA-
UNESCO scholarship for their vocadonzl courses. One was sent on a BT
scholarship for a four-year degree in Social Work but dropped out after a
vear at the Philippitie Christian Untversity. Two enjoy scholarships for
their elementary education. The otbers hzve scholarships for theur high
scheol education.
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The yin-yang learning of the streetcaildre 1-turned-junior educators s=ems
remarkable for the edacators themselves

"Twenty-one-year-old Liza Inamarga was a streetclyld-client of BT, Poverty
pushed her to the stree:s until she got invited by a friend to BT in 1991. She
has been a Day Care Center JE for thrce years now and assesses her JE role
as catalytic, “Nabago and attitude ko, ida kaysa paj; nasa lansangan. Pinag-
aral ako ng Bahay Tuliyan. Siyempre slamr. k> na ang mali. Hindi nz ako
babalik sa lansangan. lMaghahanap ako g trabaho para yung mga magiging
anak ko, hindi na nila miraranasan yung pagiging bat:ng lansangan” (Inamarga,
1998).

Albert Stanton Snydler is a product of a broken family and became a
streetchild early in life. He joined BT in © 988, snyder views the proliferation
of streetchildren as a resalt of “parnﬂyarlg watak-watak: at kahirapan ng buhay”.
His brother Roger, 2 Babai1 Na € rang member, has been convicted for rot bery
and is now serving his t:rtn at the National Blibid Prisor. A Day Care Center
JE at 21, Snyder feels important about himself bezause he is able to serve
streetchildren.  He says that more JE¢ are needed because “kailangan ng
maraming bata ang serb syo”. Snyder remains optimistic that the governrnent
can do something to ke:p he cheldren out of tte streers. His dream is siple
yet he thinks it would be difficult to attain i-. “Magkaroon ng sapat na
kabuhayan. Kung may pamilya, mag-family planning para hindi na dumami
and streetchildren” (Sayder, 1993).

Twenty-year old Mar 7 Ann Nebril cites the positve effect of the JEP on
the streetckildren, “Nugagabayan ang mg: bata. Malaki and tulong ng
programa.” As for her assessment of the government’s role in helping the
streetchildren, she thirk; that the governmen: has ye: to implement programs
which would utilize the entrepreneurial potential of the streetchildren.

Sixteen-year-old Michiacl Moses is a .ow ewgy from Blumentritt who got
hocked into drugs. He learned about BT from a frend and decided to join
BT in 1994. He now serves as a JE and feels happy that he is able to help a
number of children. “Sa ngayon, magagawa narrin ang rraliit na bagay sa Day
Care na hindi natutugunan ng magulang”” (Moses, 198).

Bonding and expericnrial oneness with fellow strzetchildren are the
streetchildren-turned-janicr educators’ essential levices in running the
Junior Educators Program.
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ANALYSES AND CONCLUSIONS

The Bahay Tuluyan, through its Junior Educators Program, plays a
significant role in the lives of streetchildran. 3ahay Tuluyan, since its
inception mn 1988, kas provided temporary shelter for approximately four
hundred (400) streercildren aad has -ouched the lives of thousands more.
It has helped anc :ontinues to belp strengthen resilience among
streetchildren as they face the daily struggle of living in the streets

In the process of extending assistnce to the children of the streets,
Bahay Tuluyan has reer aited social workars and staffmembers ded.cated
to the cause of street shildren. It has :lso established networks with other
NGOs and agencies to address the different needs of streetchildren. It
has maintained a pool of resource spe ikess and frainors sensitive to 1ssues
confronting the streetchildrer.

The presence of a staff who immearse th2mselves in the streets for an
understanding of tke daily struggles of streer children strengthens the
children’s resiliency. It inspires strzetchildren to discover themselves,
become confident about their own decistons, appreciate their talents and
maximize their potentials. It also enccurages streetchildren to look teyond
themselves as they reach out to fellow strectchildren. It therefore serves
as a valuable tool for the streetchildren’ resiliency.

While it is true thut Bahay Tuluyaa meinains a drop-in center where 1t
can reach out to streetchildren, it allows the streetchildren the freeclom to
come and go. It respects every streetch ld s optior -— a clear appl.cation
of the guiding philosophy of the Jurior E-ducators Program.

The researcher, aftet locking intc Bahey Tuluyan’s Junior Educators
Program, strongly telieves that the program -- with its cote philosophy
of “children have to make decisions fo: themselves” -— strengthens the
streetchildren’s resiliency in the following manner:

[1] The program actively involves the strectchildren. Tt
focuses or. the strectchildren’s leadership qualities,
creative ab:lities and intery ersonal skills

[2] The bases »f learning are the sireztchildren’s lives in the
streets. 1'his challenges the ‘earners to discover
themselves, make decisions for tnemselves, and define
their roles in their commurities- a manifestation of the
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program’s core philosophy. Tkis also ptesents the
curriculum of street life as a rich soutce of learning. This
further establshes that education can take place in the
streets.

{3] Participatory research training allows st-eet-hildren to
look into their own lives as well as the lives of their fellow
streetchildren, and to find out for taemnselves the essence
of learning from their life expariences. 'This leads to a
discovery of themselves and to their tonding with fellow
streetchildren. This also establishes tte fact that children
are not passive receptacles of kno wledge dut are active
searchers of knowledge.

[4] The learners corsist of streectildren and strestchildren-
turned-JEs. This makes the program unconventional.
This also racical zes learning as it takes slace between
children belenzing to similar age rarge. The child-to-
child approach intensifies the s-reetchildrzn’s resilience,
and strengthers their bondiny as they go through the
process of sharing their experiznces, insights and values
and getting to «row their rghis and roles.

[5] The curriculum is developed by tae streetchildren
theraselves using rhe dialectica approach. This leads to
the fact that streetchildren aze dynimic movers and
perennial disco-rerers of change. Fron the zonflicts that
they encounter, streetchildren ¢1e able to gather insights
and to synthesize values which heighten their =esilience.

[6]The philosophy of the program is anchored on the
recognition of the ability of everv st-eetchilc. to make
decisions for himself. This underscores rhe fact that
streetchildren build their own Lives and that streetchildren
can live by theraselves. Everything about the program
1s actually buiit from the streetchldren theraselves.

Based on the data gathered, the reseascher makes the followiag
conclusions:

[1] The Bahay Tuluyan streetchildrea, exposec to the harsh
realities of stree' life, are capable of participating in their
milieu as acrive agents of caange. Their active
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involvement as [Es who develcp curricula for their street
education classes and Day Care Cener tutorial is a solid
manifestatior of this capabilb.ty. Their detractors can
actually insotre streetchiliren to work towards
overcoming anv form of reproof and difficulties.

[2] The Bahay “uluyan streetchildren, accorded loving
attention znd care, becomre creative forces in the
development of a street- and needs -based curriculum. ;
this creativity is dynatnic and will definirely benefit a lot
of their fellow streetchildren.

[3] The Bahay Tualuyan streetchldren, treated with respect
and trust, syraboiize dynamisin and versatility of human
resource. Tteir readiness to face life is Jeeply rooted in
tkeir unders'anding of their core values learned in the

streets.

In th e light of its role of strengthening streetchildren’s resilience, Bahay
Tuluyan is an NGO -vorth emulating, The pioreer of the child-to -child
approach deing used n the Junior Educators Prcgram, Bahay Tuluyzn has
a genuine concern fcr streetchildren. The reseircker hopes that NGOs

of similar thrust would increase 1n mu mber.

The researcher believes that the ctreetchilcren are capable of
contributing to the tise of fall of a nuion. The substantive and precious
lessons they provide constifute the wisdom of, or lack of wisdom in,
governance. The gorernment should recefne i priorities by iden-ifying
and addressing the roct cause of the ro iferation of streetchildren in the
urban areas. Policy review and policy interver tion on the plight of the

streetchildren are in oxder.
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