A SHORT STORY AND A
HANDFUL OF TRAGEDY

Seigfred Cabral

IT WAS THE HOUR THAT WOULD USHER IN A NEW AGE,
one that would not be kind to the old gods.
The key to that new age was also the key to
survival, and they all urgently staked their claim.
...Until an unexpected arrival makes them
realize the meaning of inevitability.



HE HAD BEEN VP
THERE FOR HOURS,
BLOOD PR!PPWF e
FROM HI$
FOREHEAD,
HANDS AND FEET..
LIFE PRIPPING W&X
A\FROM HI5 BODY,

n’ 0, 0 MN
HE THOVEGHT,
I't, 0 0 M "

IT HAP BEEN FORETOLD THAT
THE 50N OF MAN

WovLp PIE TO

REPEEM THE WORLP.

THE HOVR TO CLOSE

THAT PROPHELY HAP ARRIVED,
BUT BEFORE THE HOVR ENPEP..
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XIPE TOTEC
ARTEL 60D
OF SACRIFICE
VP RENEWAL

HE MOUKS U5, AS HE WISHES, 50 HE WILLS,
B HE PLACES U5 IN THE PALM (OF WIS HAND.

HE ROLLS U5 APOUT, LIKE PEPPLES, WE ROLL,

WE SPIN. WE MAKE HIM LAVGH, HE MOUK lf?- 3

| $TAND HERE
Now T0 DECLARE
OWNERSHIP OVER
THIS PIVINITY

By THE 3Kin$
(OF THE PEOPLE
SACRIFICED IN MY NAME.,

| wiLL PEEL Hi5 SKIN AP
WEAR IT WHILE HI5 HEART STILL BEATS.
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| WILL END THIS MAN'S
Sasit  JUFFERING

s VD | WiLL TAKE
THI5 PATHETIG
I AT OF HuMILITY
8 DOWN FROM
THAT (RO%,
| AM ODIN, 60V OF
MY OWN REALM AND
MY OWN PEOPLE,

b/

ENOUGH, OPIN! ALL OF U5
ARE HERE FOR THE SAME
REASON A5 YOU. NONE OF U5
WILL EASILY ALLEPT OUR FATE,
| TOO AM TIRED, EVEN

CHANGING MY NAME WASN'T
ENOUVGH.

| HAVE WATUHED  VAUANT MEN EMBRAGE GLORY
IN DEATH T0 ATTEND MY TABLE IN THE FREAT HALLS
ONLY TO WATOH THIS MAN, THE 50N OF MAN;

ROB ME OF WHAT I5 MINE!

"I HAVE WITNESSED MY PEOPLE BUILD
TEMPLES AND GREAT CITIES TO HONOR
MY NAME, BUT BECAVSE OF THE
PIVINE BASTARP ANP HIS SON'S
OBSESSION FOR ATTENTION, MY VASTIT™\ 4
| EMPIRE WILL BE CONSUMED AT ol
THE CROSSROAPS
BY ROT ANP FILTH,
\ | WE ARE PAWNS, MIGHTY OPIN,
N ALL OF 5 ARE TIRED, | HAVE
CREATED ABSOLUTE CIVIURATIONS,
IT 15 MY INFLUENCE THAT GAVE My PEOPLE (Aul) |
THE AMBITION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ,.
THEIR RACE. | AM HERE TO ASSERT MY RIGHT
FOR THE BODY OF THIS MAN."

“FOR THE
7; SAKE OF
/) MANKIND'S
J | GREATER
| |/ FUTURE"
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youU ARE RIGHT
ABOVT ONE
THING, PROVP
JUPITER, WE
ARE PAWNS,
NOTHING MORE

ARROGANCE! WE
ARE HERE BECAUSE

“MAN'S GREATER

FUTURE,

OF NIMROD. WE W WAR, TEMPLES,
WERE THERE Y OTIES AVD
WHEN THEY DEGAN\\W ) CIVILIRATIONSS...
T0 BUILP THE ALL THESE LEAD |

70 CORRVPTION .
OF POWER AND
GREED.,

TOWER ON SHINAR.
wE WERE THERE,
WAITING TO PE
BORN.

ONLY A PRAGGART WILL PRIDE
HIMSELF WITH SUCH CLAIMS,
I'M NOT HERE TO CLAIM THAT THE
FUTVRE OF MANV LIES IV

THESE HANDS, | CAN GIVE THEM
SHELTER, 00V HARVEST, PEACE..

I CAN GIVE THEM LIFE"

THE OLP MOUNTAIN GOP OF
THE CORPILLERAS. A GOP OF
NVATYRE. A 60’? OF ORPER,
/
|

| APOLOGIRE FOR MY REASONS
FOR BEING HERE, LUMINOUS ONE,
BUT My PEOPLE.. MY REAIM...
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"BY OUR $INS, WE SHALL FALL

THE PANCE OF KARMA RULES U5 ALL
HEARTS WILL DECLARE OUR FATE,

OUR SHVATION LIES WITHIN THEIR FAITH!

—_—

ot \

PRAHMA 2 - THEIR SALVATION LIES WITHIN
HINDY BOD OF R THEIR LOYALTY,
7 /A N 7 sy we iRy |
| odh 2 RS WITH THEM 15 ENOUGH T) LAST
R U5 A THOUSAND LIFETIMES, ‘
\ BUT 15 IT ENOUGH FOR THEM
\ro sThy?

-"N-\_\___ ———

WE ARE WHAT WE ARE, PROTHERS ,
THE AVPAUITY OF THE HUMAN S0UL,
IT WhS NOT OVR FAVLT
THAT THE PEOPLE LUSTED
FOR UNITY, & GLORIFIED
EMPIRE OF MAN,

IT WAS NOT OUR DOING WHEN G
THE SELECT BESHED US INTD BEING,

I ASSURE. YOU TWID THAT OUR GOUNTRY
AWILL EVEN SERVE OUR PETS TO
k. PRESERVE ITSELF

b= 0, SIENCE] T Y0U 56 THAT THIS, THIS AUWOST:
E MIRAVLOUS EXPLOIT HERE, 15 A (HANCE FOR
VS T0 ENHTHEN AND AMBUFY OUR VERY EXISTEN(E”
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ALTHOUGH BRAHM?

15| LySTING FOR

THIS OPPORTUNMIT Y
TO EXPAND A\
OVR NWAMES, \
'. I AM HERE

_ ONLY TO WATUH,

1m0 wirness THiIS |

LW N A cose
HINDU 50V OF

PESTRVUTION

A

o

WE GOPS WILL PECIPE OUR

Y ' FATE! WE WILL PECIPE THIS
ACLORPING TO THE SEVERITY
OF THE DAMAGE THAT WAS

W PONE By HIS BASTARPD OF

| 4 FATHER AWP THE FUTURE
V PAMAGES THAT THIS IATEST

UNPERTAKING WILL INCUR,

STILL, | FIND
MYSELF MERELY
CLNGING TO WHAT
VESTIGES OF
POWER STILL REMAI,

LIKE MOST OF Yo,
I CHANGED MY NAME
TO0 PROLONG MY

EXISTENCE.
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AMIDST THE AGITATION
AVP UVPROAR,
A FAINT CRY COULD

ESPEGIALLY AFTER YOUR ROMAN PIGS
INVADED MY EMPIRE ANP $EPVOEP,
THE LAST BEACON OF MY KINGPOM!

"FATHER, WHY HAVE YOV
FORSAKEN ME?"

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GATHERING
A PALE HORSEMAN APPEARED. | § 4

1

ACCOMPAN Y IN G
HIM WAS SILENVCE,
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IT WASN'T LONG UNTIL SILENGE CONSUMED |THE WHOLE PLAGE.

ASKED You
A QUESTION,
ENDP-GIVER!

CREETINGS 7 ypy,
700, PROVD 3gys,
OR 1317 wupiTen>

BE CAREFVL, OLP GOD.
| PO NOT FEAR YOU
NOR ANY OF YOU.

| AM NOT HERE ,
TO CONCERN MYSELF i

| AM HERE T END
A 715 consREsATION
WAVD cLaM THE 50N,
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Icw'k OWN
PEOME!

4 ' = v e WUNG OUR
I\ AN LA Nilew NWAMES
JUST A WANDERER! o i & # TNy arovsrour

| THAT WE NEED
. 70 PROTECT.

I
YOV STAKE A CLAIM,
AND YET YoU
HAVE NOTHING!

WE HAVE
REALMS!

| AM HERE TO
1 ENSHROVP HIM
It wiTH THE LOLP
SLUMBER OF MY
HAN DS,
I AM HERE TO
FULFILL A TASK,
@ FOR IT HAS BEEN
PROPHESIEP

THAT THE 50N OF MAN WILL PIE
FOR THREE PAX5,

“NOw LEAVE THIS
PLACE PE
tOpPs OF THE
oLP WORLP
FOR Y0V HAVE
ALREAPY EXHAVSTEP
YOUR PURPOSE
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Afier Death had spoken yo thenm,
the sky began yo yremble,

The son of man kney,

Ond yith his 1asp breagh. . .
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