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Susan S. Lara
An Interview with National Artist Edith L. Tiempo

T

v elerebd&ae sundown”RlithL .Tiempo always sayst o anyae wo is visitig

herfarthe firs tie, at her hae in a placeag ly named Montener in
Sikulan, Negros rientd. Farthe many wites ,sudents, adf riends wo seek
at the Natiorl Artid far Lieatire the Tiemporesidaxe fenceless ad
grawling , ismrchlargethan thetdd aead it srooms . Tle £ bar-toceilig
dass walls dissahe the boundar esbetween indoars ard atrdoas, nekigthe
vag arroundings aprtdthe house mfronttle reathtskirg vew of Tafion
Strait ad the neigibaring islard of Gehy, ad atthe kack,solid ard makdic
M ount Talis . Lockirg attle seafrom tle frontparch, you feel yor sai
expanding ,asfaras yor eyereaxch. M someane who spads every sirgle day
uder the dadow of skyscapeas theef fedt is relratiy .

For much f e life, sice de setted in Dumaglete City in 1940, Edith
seldom strayedtoofafrom the mountain ad tle sea, ane enblematic o
mtigslity,abiding presence ad rodednes ;the ccher gpen ard receptive,
sgrif yirg the uncanscios . Qe tresto oerbdk tle too-dovias symbdlian,
but with Bliths ovn account of her creative proces tle tempt ation is dif fiailt
toredd .

I anesay ge wrkefa A Passionate Patience, an aattology o esays by
ten Filipim poets st he writirgdf their poems , Tiempodf fims tlerde df bah
reasm ard intuitiom in her creative proces . Begiming withthe tt E“"The
Transpartf rom Dream to Desgn” Tiempocarf s the presenced “imer” ad
‘exterrel” egenc gsat wark inapoetspasaslity, adthat" the poetsdis ciplire
Btolean more and more ratuwally how torecogr ze ad regpad tothe
mater H 2dpro mptingsdthat imer agecythe sbbamscias ast sidkas ad
saaihilitie skresk intothe morecans ciasly guidedewalution of the poem.”

Chaos (Dimysian impise) ad contrad @Apallaian elements are always
atligfathe wite sattention whenever she pt spento paper. Lexnirg to
recogrn 2 this kattle ad repad to it isaly tle f i £ eptotle creatim of a
flllyredi 2dliteary work. Undue attentimpaid to aily ae of theseagpet sto
the exclisin of the cther would resilt it in poetry it in wat Eiith cdls

..:_',.-Q'!-u

183



|

184

‘“mthogaetcvase” o, hthe ccher extrare, “adilteatedrhetart ”

The morecnc il sepfatle poet, Rithsays, Btolean “hov togstaina
workirgreatianship withthe sbbamscios (arthe intuitio, asithasasobeen
rEeredt 9, soasoachiewthe kalancebetwe en prodding ard contrdligit , am
the ae hard, and beirg led and transpartedby it , mtle cther”

Riithlasdkenalagjorrneytobealdet of agethishappy mar riagebetween
the se two seamirgly cadhirg elements.

ITINERANT CHILDHOOD

Riith Lopez wasban in Bayombong , Nueva Vizaya, in 1919, tlef it £
whatbecame knownashe nterw ar Yeas ,aseasmcf rehtiepeace ad hermony
that would Jast nntil Warld WarI Ihrcke ot in 1940.

The daughter of an awditor whossj do todk the family £ rom placeto place
Rlithledaper imteticchildood & atiyf rom the time she was anly nine mnths
dd. B/the time ge turedthirteen, she hed besntotle countrysthree main
idladks ; ge ked lhed ad studied in Laguna, Bsg, Zamboanga , Swriggo, ad
Samar, weretle family wass aying when her father died

She wentleckto Nueva Vizayaf arher last two years inhich schodl, were
de st udied uder Felx Umagirg Brawrer, wo would turnat tobe ae of her
exly majx inf luences, and who would later become the Department o
Educatim’s spe hitendent f schoadls in Baguio and Benguet. Bawner
hitroducedthe yourg Elithtothe worksdfgreat mas s like Honore ce Bd zac,
Maxim Garky, AvtdeFraxceathors wo inspiredhert ct skeler f gt entathe
septowada litearycaea, hxr first dortsay, of wich de caild ceay
remember ally tletit g “The Fav1”

B&ae Bawrer, her main liteary If luence was ler dider sister Aryre.
Arymne was“the wrterinthe fanily/ while Blith wasthe budding movieat .
Aryre it aiy “dewlped Rlithsheaarytase giving her bodkslke Crime
and Punishment toread; she wasdso rsrumentdl, dbeit waw t tirgly, InEliths
meetiy the greates , nost edr irg inf luence o ler life and her writig:
Etilberto K. Tiempo

MEETING HER TWIN SOUL

W riers who havebeen uder the Tiempodtitelgeknow tlestaybyleat.
Easbemtdd countkss tines, by now an indelible gart of Philigdire liteary
kre Sometine af trast 'y by Aryre care aut in Philippine Magazine, actlrer
saywithafamle pradagaiist named Aryre Lopez was polidedinthe same
mpe, witen by a men nae of them krew Itwasaloestay, aditsodisresed
their mother, Teres ,that de tad Rlithto wrietlhe aithor and demend an
explamtiol. Tre atthx of the sy, Rilberto K. Tiempo, arative of Measn,
Leyte, were he wasthen teaching, wre kecktoexglain that ke liked Aryre 5

il ik

sayso muchthat he named his main charact eref ter her, adirg the letter with
pdwseapdoges. Tre fanly thoughttle epsode would end tlere bt the
exchange f letters between Ed and Edith continued to her mother sutter
wexato. They weres ayirg inMmnila then, ad their notlertredco put an erd
totheir carrepondence by sending Blithaw ayt o ancther dlder sister in Nueva
Vizraya. It wastlherethattenacicus B, who wasly then already teaching in
Sillimen, wenttosee Blith, unammounced

Theysaw each ccher nored ten ad regular Iy wen theybdah erdled in
U P.—HEdithtoguly law, mher uc e swgiy, adRBltotgke up his M.A . Neit her
dE them finidedtheir corses- theygot merredaf ter a semes &, wentto
Dumaglete, ad settedthere. Wen Elithgraduatedfrom Sillinen, magna
cum laude, in 1947, FAled beesn inthe Statesf o a year, ma fellowhip atthe
Urnvasity of Towas Wriers Warkshop.

‘Tcadd hawelft with B, yau know/ Elith said, ‘ot Iwasleld wp lerefar
ayabecase of my Ganman cas . Owr pdesa led toleave mid-tarm, and
you know atthat tie, the brichtes sudents were alloredtoteke over when
texclers lef t. Now, I adae of my mele chssmates wereattletpdf thatcas,
bt the man waschosmtotake oer, mvthe mist ke, traditiasl assumption
tat a men wasbetterthan a waren. Thisguy gave me an A-, wich made me
argry,becase I ted to lave staicht Asfar Sillinen torecommend me fara
fellowship alrced. I wantedt ocaf rontthisguy ard £ ichtf ar a higer grade, bt
mylrahertakedme at of it . Hesadd ‘rosister of mine will nekeapecaled
herse® ”

THE MOTHER OF ALL WORKSHOPS

G entle in marmer and speech, Eiith doesrct strkef st -time acquaintances
af elgy . Yet Bl himselfd tehconcededthat*ally abill cant are a li, ” alhidirg
totheir odiac sigrs—Ed wasalLeo; RlithisaTarws . Wende folloedRito
owa in 1947, ad Paul Hyle wetomed ler tohis fictim warkshop it not to
his poetry workshp, her stubbangresk ktked in. AsRlithrehtest , de said
T dichtcare tenthousand milesjut tobetdd I canteven sit in.” Degite
Hyle scodreceptim, se pasis-ed ad continuedt oa ttad the poetry warkshop
as an dosarver.

Rlithsexpe iaxreasawritigstudent may et bevasg Iydif farentf rom other
begiming wrieas : ler poars then were what de waild later characteriz as
mereasea tias ,resntirg aily ae sice of tlepiccwre, withot the co mgexitde s
createdly iraiie s, paradoxes ar anbiguitie s. Ste caild ot seethat eckthen,
it was eterminedtolean, ad seriagly todk Paul Hgle § sipgestion toread
Cleanth Brock s The Modern Poet and the Tradition, Brock s ard RdbertPerm
W arens Understanding Poetry, ad Brockss The Well-Wrought Urn, nthat
ader.

Riithskaning arve was dort. Brthe rextsemesa, de wasdE fodly
prtdthe poetry workshop, and when RodbertPenn Warren care toIowato
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read their poems tle f i threethat ke pickedtoread ad comment a were
hers totle discomfiwred tleres fthe chs . Eithbelewes it wasbecase
RobertPenn Warransaw arew insichtinthossthreepoems , lavirgbeen wit ten
by someae steeped in actler altwre

SUBSTANCE AND ARTICULATION

Far ®lith, two elements alwaysgot ogetter in the mak irg o everypoem or
sayfresh insicht mtofanliar ideas ad sitwatias, ad cwef tsmenship in
talathy this insicht. Her creative warks aretegs amentstothis guiding
o Iciple, wiichrus likea leitndif tirath all her cridcal wrksesay  Bewes,
ard speecles.

Interbodk Six Poetry Formats and the Transforming Image: A Monograph
on Free Verse, Blith shows through her ¢ bsereading of poans by 21f red Yis @y,
Rowena Tarrevilhs, Gemino Aked, RdbertFros ,Hi zabethJemmings, axd Daise
Lewertov, anayg oclers thatitistlefusion of these two elementstlat pelsthe
df frencebetween poetry ad “rose preenirg aspoetry”

While she giesequal weidhtto bdh conceg il zation ard ar taia toy,
ately sSelasbeen dr intolerp i contentlythe undue impartanceglaced an
form by many wrtastodayatthe expase d content. This concenttation am
form, thogh, is qute uderst andalde: atthe att set, desid inarecentkedwre
“irkt kenfagrantedcntthe wrterla ssomethirgt osaytlecontentstherdae
ex lyesablided ad t&kes alackseat while tlef am and it scxf tsmenship gets
the wirter sprominenta ttention.”

The young witer wo is tald in a wrters’ warkshp tlhat gan st atements
w1 ten in versef am do not casttitepoetry, Earstousepoetic evres ach
as" irdireddon, tae contrd, sogestivee s , atbivalare and anbiguity thematc
tensian, uderst atement, among many cdchers ” Asthe wrter attains more
sochistication, thisattentimtopoeticfEam sometimesbecomes Iimxdirate ad
overshadows content. Eith deplaresthistrad, ad feekthe reedtolxr igthe
poetsattentim kacktocontent. Slhe couldnt Imwe been more emphaticthan
wen ge said, in a speechatthe 56% Carbs Rllara Memorid Awad far
Lieatre in 2006, that" fire cxf temenship and thin sibs ance isatwally much
&b abait noching ”

htryilgtocaredthe inbalance, Elitht&kesewerychanceto dere with
young wriessare of the waystheycan enhancepoeticcontent:

e Iyrewmbeatigtlethare of the poan, thragh the usedf detals
asitwetas thatedo the meanirg of the poem.

e lythe wsed imdigencus wit , wiich entailsmyirgatentontothe
ex thyhumar of f£dks we cdeal witheveryday She ctiesasanexamde
the family sfamer codk, who axequipped, when Edith came
home worntoaf ez Zesf tarchs » Budlay gayod maghimoyg ta-e”
Its always wea sare tobe makirg dit ).

il ik

e by usig eruditeterms ad allusians, alledfrom relgios texts
ad cassical myttsfrom ancimteiz i zatias .

e Dy adooting an musel ad sta tlilg iccatosaweastle caed
the poeticcontent.

‘The poem owest ssignif tance mog Ytothe used it s usel care ideay
de said inter lecure “Enhanc igthe Poetic dntent” Trele¢wef itgiven in
Celu in Felruary 2008, waspasaedbythe Natiawl Comissian for Counci
ad the Arts ad the UP Iisdtite of Greative Writhy . Sterexrseditfathe
baef t & fellaws tothe 47® Natiaml Wriers Warkshop in Dumaguetethree
montls later.

FRESH INSIGHT

Ewerywrer wo hasewerattendedthe Warkshop hasteardBlithsdelichfd
“Robe tFrost moment! which e of tmrecountst o ilhsra te irsichtt ha tisf redy
satliy, adtaally uexpeted. While Bl and Blith wereinIowa,Frost went
theretogiraletwre, amdwashvitedto a dimer withthe intermatiosl students
dmwad Tresudentsc it eredaroud Frost adasked him abat ocher f amous
wries, wile Blithjust wantedt oask him abat ae of his poems . She inched
her way alag the wallntl degdcbse eoch tohimtosay, "M .Frog, wat
@ yau really wantto say in ‘Stopping by Woods ar a Snowy Evenirg?’ ” He
simply said, ‘Easy doesi ¥

gy P

187



188

‘His aswer amoyed ne atf it 7 Riithrecdled ‘Tthought,' This men is
pulling myleg! Then yeas later, Iredi =d what he meant, ad I felt hoxred
tatletrieted me encugh togive achacrytic aswer . Riyattentimtotlelas
two lires’ [Rlith would then rectetle last two liresd the poan, exaggeatiy
the lag vowe Isouds] :

"And milestogobefirel deep

Ard milesto gobefrel seep!

“Yau see, we thoughtthe pasona wassyirg ‘IwihIcaid stay ad enjy
thisscae, bt Iavwepronises okeep, dlicatiastaf uf dl,so I dnild beruming
along now! Wethoughtthatthe speskeristhinking et aily of the manyltte
thirgs ke lasto d béae e canregf arthe nicht, bt o the biggerthirgs ke
hastoachieve Inhis lif etime, ad that he led ro time tolose

"That would have been fire, of course, but not very s atlirg, ct
extraxrdireryatdl. Bit lifen again—why dbo layg vowelsords resonate
those lires,gi7igtham a leisurely prce? Why not dort vowed , which would
e gien tle lire s a gallapirg rhytim, the aporaor atet empof arthatpaoilar
hterpretatia? Becase whatFrost wasredly sayigis, Swre, we have ditiesto
attad to, bt theres time exch fathem, and we dntlatetod them richt
this minite. We dntlaetogriht inabrst of peed. Wecan st ayavhile and
apprecatelf esbeaty explareit s ep, drk myka &s. Easy doest

Thusthe poetic mreaning emerges-hrough tle varias ad of ten caif liddrg
elements paatiy In the poan it self. Eithspoeaws in her fie cdledtias—
The Tracks of Babylon and Other Poems, The Charmer’s Box and Other Poems,
Beyond, Extensions, Marginal Annotations and Other Poems, ad the new
Commend and Contend— are wodels o arganic wiity,each word irevii ade,
each lire earmirg it skeep. As Gemino H. Aled paints at inhis essmy ‘Riith
Tiempo, Exe mdary Poet) Elith hase s adlided a traditim in writirg with ™ two
distirguishing marks:af re cridcd sesef ar laguage ad poetcfam, ad a
ceaseks quesfa thatsyrergy of idea and emction by whichthe Filipiro
sasibility is nogfulyexpresed”

In her fictim, Rlithis just asexacting, her characters comglex and
memoralde, acarf lvaxed carf lictirg impdses ad pr v Ide s She alwayss ats
wihcharacter even in The Builder, vhich ge calls her nost gl -dr iven rove 1
The charact er ge created, Law anagan Gimod, isagoodpasa, ‘ot capmlde o
muwderiy; atribal men who wassenttotle States ad trairedtheretobea
Chrigdan preacher, bt cauld not entirelythrow awayhis trikel irstindt s Hs
nemess , ajhyEicsprd esa -arredrehd antce teddve, iskr illiant, ad “quicKy
repasie in some wayasto make (him) vulrerale asviddm.”

IERithscheract esjumpd £he page when we readher f iddan, it isbecase
teycare tolifebé&ae ler as de createsthem: “I dmlpe the claracter) ad
then he is mxhis ovn. Not me anymore. The characterat s an his own without
myhte frenceItshardt oexplain becase I dmthnow the paintesxact 1y when
Tbelewe e s actirng a his ovn and not e shaping him. ”
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THE NATIONAL WRITERS WORKSHOP

Ehasbeansaid thateveryartistreeds two teacters f 2t , snexacting mentxr
wo texcleslerdes adthe, an ingpiratior]l guru who gies you permissian
tof dllow your intuition, and when recessry, lredktherues. Bit it is inpartant
tatthesstexchers care intoastudentslifeimthatacder. Tle capaatecché
“thirk irg at of the box” las meanirg aily if ae hasbean irsice the box.

W riers who have led the goodf artire t ot udy under Edith Tiempoget
the two teachers inae. These witiers weredther st udentsd S 11limen University,
ar writig f ellows of the Natiawl Wriers Warkshop in Dumaguete, abdh

Af trf urther st udie s ad t eachirg stintsinthe US ., Bl ad Blithcane back
to Dumaglete ad foundedthe Natiawl Wrters Wakshop in 1962, row the
lages ruming wriers worksop inthe country. Hundreds of wr ers hae sirce
atattlefeetdthe msas , kaning, dr igtlethree weekntensive workshp,
te cE t of writhg , Barnirg totame and shapetheir impilses withreasm, to
ar threason wih intuition.

Rlith would receate in warkdrp af ter worksp, “A thematic £ atement
maybeageeral ard ot yet autgue huren trith, bt the creative wrk lasthe
ddlicatiom it aily to mekethatgeeral statement nto a par tadlar exper iece
but most Impartantfarthatsatementtobe ttasfamed ntle sy nto an
expe iacethatgeerates resh and wnusiel insichts.

‘Tle £y dbemt move an ally asasay.Evry ficidnt dnild beso
dramaf z=d soconcetedthatitcontribtesotlethare, reebtxrytowadthe

189



190

there. Thatsateridethirg toremembear, yoiknow, yaican rever create an
Icident mtl it isamreaning fill icidntrhats, tlebstorewal yor conced ¥

Elithmotegslat menysaeshat degets hold of novada s ,ag & " sa s
about whatlappened. Mavbetragt , mybecomic appealiry, maybesome thing
thatgies you atrage, it ro neaning, mconcet ? Yet dereve falstosee
the posshiliflesfevana scarythat desmt rseabore tlelitaal lewel. hhae
memorale session, Riith saw, lnapecethat was roching it a blow oy -blow
aoountdaf alkedromance threeposside concet s:

1 Hae is a state of mind engendered by tle self hrepaseto
crcumst ances whe ther huren or sitwatiosl.

2 Thelattleisalwayspt ched ot agpinst the enemy it acgpinst ae s
s

3 W ththe pain of losirg, ae gpirs an insicht nto huren £ =il
toward which ae learstobeco mpassiaate

Thre fellas, ad, adnittedy tle ccher panelik s, cadld aily lock at ae
arother ard thirk “Where did se seethat?

Ed Tiempo would sheke hislead ad say,"What you aresayirg is it here

ntretext.”

“Yes, she would agree “it isct lere yet, bt it isposside.”

Rith alwaysseesthe pdentidls oy alagsike tle S aytlatisrichtbéEae
her. It was always a paint & contention between her ad B, somethirg that
always tr iggered what we uisedtocdl“the showdown”tlat ae sessim, which
uselly lappened drr igtlethird week, wen thedif frencesintheirapporoaches
would care toalead, wih Bd parding tletable ad sayirg " Thetradble with
yau is you aret ook rdl!”

Herhwsband never minced words , ad Blith alwaystr #dt oget himt ot cne
downhis critician. But whenever someae remarked an BY s hersh comments,
Rlithisalwaysquickt osaythateven his blintegcriiciss “wered ten garnided
wih schrdlickirggood huror thateventle s arysatthor led tolauwh athis
ownexpease”

W ethoughttlet andem ended inSedember 199, when Ed succumbedtoa
reatattack.It was a devasatig lossfor many of s, wo cdlthem Dad and
M an. Butaf tertle initial dock, Rith said, ‘He is inme now” Their daughter,
aw xdwiming wriier Rowena Tarrevilhs, & fims this : "Meny o his tait sare
hers now,becassefar 5% years his lreath was hers... so de acogtsthe mre
flre upsdfgat inher kree—and goes aco mpe ting Montamer roan by room,
ad res ares his program in creative writhy knowigthattheseareall ot just
menifegation fran Ded, ut he, himself, mber”

Sothetadamis 1l there, Rlpresent inkiith, nevery workshop.

il ik

A FAMILY OF WRITERS

U niversity fuding f arthe workshop st opped in 1992, ad farmer workshop
alumi bandedt ogetter t okeepthe tradition going . Overthe rext Byeas the
workshop contintedtlroxh tle ef irtsf the Creative Writirg Foundatian,
Trc .;CAP (bllegethe Dumagweteltaary ArtsSavie Grap, I the Natiarl
Comission far Citweadthe Arts NCCA); adva iasgroups ad irdividels
who vale ar liteary herttage

hthe sumer of 2008, the Natiaml Wrters Warkshop came home to
Sillimen University fhank £0SU PresidentBen Malayarg . Plas aredlso sapirng
w fartle egablishment £ the Blith ad Blilberto Tiempo Writing Genter n
M ontemar, i farfron the Tiemporesidaxe, were wrtas can cae fa
residacy, yea rourd. The building, wich willbecaled Rose L .Sdorepeia
Bullding , willcasist f far catagesfathe grantees,centered arard a £ith
ot tege wherethe workshop willatwelly transpire

Nt all writhg fellows who care to Dumagletecontinue writilg. My
hawe bean claimedtcally by their dayj dos;some have decidedtheycaild gie
moreindher rdes, ht keep writirgas an gtim fara later gaseintheir Ites.
Bufar Biith, wethera fellov contintesto wrie ar ict the time spentinthe
workdrp is rever wased as lagastheybecome goodreaders ;ftheyleanto
see “how a piece workd tlrough cbsereading ad amalysis, by ockig far
co mpexities, paradoxes, raies, anbiguitie sinalit eary work, ad idntf yirga
uif yirg ideaartheme whichresahve sthe set ensians .

M tlelast dydf every workdhp, Blith waslly says “Thisistle last Gy,
and my leatahesbecase I wanttogive yai so much more, ad there iso
more tine farit ¥ Mmyf idtlatremark amaz irg,becase de sears to daw
from a ba tomlesresawair of knowledge, irsichts, ad mtiace

But itisrevertlelast day, adthe workshop never eds , - fartlefellows
who keep coming backto Dumaglete sumer af ter sumer. Eith srmises
tat tereasmistlattheygd something norebesice stte f amidakle critigue
m insichts ad tedmiqe.” Ad tlatsomething cald be what Ixr. Noel Pigoy,
afamer fellow and ae of Edithsfawrte ddtas, meant wen he said,
“Dumagtete is ot j et about writirg well, ht abat treatirg pecple well ad
becoming betterpasans ” Yes, we leanthatf ram Edith too

For mos o 8 ,that“swomething more” is Bith herself. Acthe famer
fellaw Januar Yap recalstlat sumer he attendedthe workshop:

The morning s warkshop ended, and whereto lmd sare lunch was my
pdalan. I care up to Mommy ®lith toask who wasdisr ibtirg the allovances
ad de sid tle secretay wamtcoming untlthatf tenoar [ said thanks,
ad I went at, alytoredize Mo mmy wascallirg ne at from tle stais .She
put her hand on my kead ard asked “Yau absalitely dntlave any money? I
almostIrcke down, ad ready togive wp the whole madness of pursuing wat
Irought me there intle f irst dace. The Natiosl Artittodk a hundred bucks
from her purse ad said, “Go getsare lunch”
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I ally saw the old geswe of ler passirg e, the paniless dreaner yeas
agq the hundred bucksthatasared me a good luxch. Misuderst oodat hare,
Foud a pprentthat ae laely sumer.

Trefanily keepsgrowiy . tlef irtdaydfevery workshop, when penelic s
Feaskedtointroducethemsekes, kit h simplysays *call me Mom.” Net Natiasl
Arti , ot Dr . Tiempo, ret even Maam Edithjust Man T cauld not underst ad, ”
de sid, “ard had been devag ated why Heaven led ot seesnfifar e to lawe
morechildren. Durigthe war, all ITedwere two sill-ir ths and two mis car riages,
ad I was geken with hurt ad disappaintment”

Sre laterredi =2d why: ‘Havirg ro childaf trthe war, BEdad I led the time
ad the gppartinity to train intasivelyinIowa. Thus, we were destredtobe
rooe yequippedto helpas many wrtasas we cadd.

‘One day,abart nire ar ten yeas af ter we set pthe Wirters Warkshop in
Sillimen, and we had Rowena and Donny ard numercus witescallirgus ‘Mo m’
ad ‘Ded, 'Tthought Iteard a Vdcesayirg, ‘Now, do you uderst ad’ ”

Ad likeatrue mother, her wrdcares a It of weicht,as To Habana,
w ritrg fellar in 2006, discovered: ‘Wor an amateur wrter, it would meana It
for an Bfith L . Tiempotosaytlat e atwllybeleed in you. In her nontain-
top hare, I wasf ligoirg tlrogh the ppgesdsare of the bodks(by her famer
sudents) e her cd feetable, when Mom Tiempo suddenly tapped me an the
shaulder ard utteredthe words I willrewver farget: ‘EGod is williy, To, Twil
Iretoseethe cay when your bock willbe s thist alde.

One can hae o greater wih thantobe worthy of achcarf idaxce, ad
hoor the mandate se soekgantly artaiated in her keyiote addressatthe
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Philippine PEN Conference in Dumaguete in 2001: “toaf fim us ,human beirgs,
Tnal the diversity of ar character torewedtle f It ecreatirestlat we are, et
cast antlyreachirg towardtte inf it g as we engageintle transf arming of our
peidable wrldintotle esenced the pamanentas we urave ke enigma of
ar desdny of disager ad trans cendence”

Thus, MarjxrieEvaso maycall haself ddf ashioed bt e says it with
idk, becase de &1l likes“toread ard hear poens tlat lave abeatiful ad
apple fam feel ceeply with mind and sing thesefeeligs with duende, paint
sgnif tant éetails dergly, adhave rew insichtshatgointothe heartdfthings.
M om Ediths ad Ded’ spoetics ad dis ciplire are sHll myguidirg st as

Mar jEvasco simply cae Ut terancet ot ke abiding , undekade sentimentd
Riithg'children”each ad evwryaed w isapatable RiithL . Tiempo becase
we cxry her around with us wherever we go

And as tire goesly the hame she dwellsingrows even larger.
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