Our Cause is Also Yours and Your Children's:
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As the Philippines colobrales the centennial of its el Lk,
iy whose honor this issue of Kasarinian s produced, itis fitting
o recall the walues that fugled the struggle and sustained it despite
the overpowenng odds, Thal in the end the revolubon dicl not
succeed is perhaps cause for national reflectinn; that it was launched
at the oulset of @ century that is about fo end with & resounding
challenge to the very idea of nationalism adds an uncanny bwist
to that reflection. For revolution is not ahways about victory, althaugh
shooess s its avowead goal. But it is nearly always about natinnalism,
sovirmignty, liberation and |ustice, as the sssays in this iesle point

ol

What makes the Philippine case stiking ks the wamnth with
which rovolutionanes spoke of the motherand, Nearly a hundred
years ago an unnamed wario-poet fram the mauniging of Leyle
szl 1o paper this poem” in honor of the country he so el

Tis s our good forune

To relurn to your bosom, core of our soul
The compansion in your head binds o
laste onee more the love that has facded

0h, what incomparable oy

If we attain our goal

If we, your children, bizhold you
and dffer our desp-fell myerence

K

Because fram you sproul the branches

The life we trsasure and owr bodies

Fyary action is also an offenng

To willingly serde you and show you our COMPassion

"Phifppine Revolutionary Papors, Boxl-37 iPubliz Instructions), 12 July 1910
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This was the Philippine revolution — above all, an aet of compassen for
one's native land and one’s people, whom Baders such as Bonifacio and Mabin
Ierckeerl upon ot as strangers in the straggie Tor freedom, bul a community
hound as tightly as are brothers and sisters ina family, This compassion, which
llezbe highlights in his Fasyon and Revolution, was deephy linked with the faith
of the revolutionarios in thair cause and in the people with whom they fabored
Unfaged by the superior logistics and organization of the enemy, that faith
caught on and greve Unexplainable escept as an act of imationality, colonial
authorities labeled the revolutionaries "fanatic,” their "eyes rolling,” and their
hearts believing the fiction that onoe vietorious, “independence”™ would  be
released (rorm the “magic” chest thal was paraded down the street. Who else
nded but fanaticos would Bunch such an unfathomable, hopeless battle?

Other colonial officials proffered anegually simplistic view, The revoltitionanes
were the restless middle class agitating (read. mampulating) the “poor and
pnnrant™ Filipinos in contrast o the “rich and intelligent” (read, thinkingd ones.
In a single sween, these two sals of pairs, uninterchangeahle n bath Spanish
anck American eyes, along with the edgy mdd e class, seplaned Flipino colomal
sociely At the turm of centuny, at least from the point of wiew ol the victors,

Vel the revolutonanes strugeled on, fully cogrizant that the hurden of war
could become o heavy to bear. To whose unable to camy on or woary of war,
Mahmi - intransigente as the American government called hm {or "hard-liner”
In today's language) - offersd these wards of comfort

You have done well You have seen The jourmey i long and paeniul and
you nesd to rest, Lwve contentedly and happily; but do nob forgst thal
thers {in the strugelel lies the center of vour gravity. . Remermber those
whao fefl by the road and, above all, those whao fell exclaming: “Happy
arp those can give proof, by means of their ahilitics, of their love of
aountpe!”

Understandably, the evalutionaries directed ther hostility al the enermy,
Thery, too, vented their anger at fellow Filipines who had tumed into outright
amerivanistas or had temperad their position by accepting "autonomy” under
forrsign pule, Thiller at the prospect of hanging the “suffocating and unbreakable

chaih of gold. around the collar of thetr country,” these Filipinos "never
sachficed amylhung for our people and are content with whatever crumbs are

thrown Them by therr master” Shamel

But these wene Filipings, too, sprung from the same soil Inoan attempt
e reach oul o them, lsabeln de los Reyes had this to say:
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Cortiiue to carmy out with honor the assgnments you have meened
frofn the Ameticans — because your families need your salanes.

But the Uniled States could also oblige vou to turn against your country.
if se, | eamestly hope you will use your influence with them so That
thizy will trzat our compatriots well who fall into their hands or who are
in pacitiod lowns, You would do well to denounce the abuses against
these people in your newspapans, IFyou do not show them (the Amernicans)
dignity, character and energy in defanse of your fghts, they themselees
will ot appreciate you and will get used to treating you as slaves,

As for s, ledve s in peace o fight for the independence of our counlry,

Do not do arything or do not answer the mockeries which we direet

al the amercanistas bocause we bolisvs these are necessary so that

americanism will not grow, knowing that tre valor consists n WHawing

o o contral one's passions, Do not fusl the fre of discord with your

supposed remedies but be intemedianes with 1he Americans =0 that

they will do us justice, and do not forget that our Gause is alsn ol

and that of your chitdren,

fccepting their differences yel appealing o their core being as Filipinos
wae de Ins Feyes  way of estending the olive branch. His declaration that the
cause of the strugple was not merely for the present genaration hut also the
future was more than just a plea to forme¥comrades. It was also a comaction
that the success of the revolution would not be measured by a shorl-lved victory
but rather, one that future generations of Filipinos could enjoy.

fwer Lhe degades, even as we oblained our independence and amssated
il each time il was under threat, we have been painfully awane that the cause
of the revolution has nol been fully realized. True, we face different choices
today, sorme far moe complex than those Flipinos 2 hundrzd years ago had
tey ik, But some things have changed [little, despile, or some might ardue,

bacause of, plobalization,

As we opened this century, so then must we close & armed with the
relentlass passion and prafound hurmanity of our predecessors whi strupggled
for all Filipinos, sarmestly and withaut thoughl of the cost to themeelves or
(hair famibes, Waging revelution agsinst injushice, poverty anel Ineguity n the
2t centur will undoubtadly take different forms that will test our creatvity
and our resolve to the limib Bul that, precisely, is the challenge the future
bnngs, €



