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Wil an eelmated membership of 4.5 milllen and a growing ecanomic cout, the
coopnratve sector has com of age as &n armerging social force and an important
nettar i e Philippine politeal soete. A political role dois not negane coonaratnisem
beenliae thi former 1s on outgrowtn of me cooparativg misson ol bulidirg
cnpabllities v respond (o the needs of 1= membars and to Intarvene in shapng 18
gyl rsnmant, AL the practical lovid, cooporatives are vary intirmataly intencon nactad,
fasing repulated By the Seme s and baset By COMITGH, 15SU05 and problema,
Mareover, thiy Bhare i vty iRtutal shd conseanlive Dasis of cammmanality, L.o., the
pragtian and promotion of sel-nsp el enopemiion, Despita this comrman dentity,
ot all of them consider themssives 45 belongng 1o e "cooparative moverminL”
Thera |6 nothing, howesver, In cotprativism thi lirrits whal coofs can oo in the
sacial mhd political arena provided that thiy hive a Maanary and congolentlizing
framewomk 8nd continue 1o embrace the chic ofentation tesvarels equality, [ustios,
ransparency and solidedty. Actually, cooperRiives have devaral politcal options
slah as paticipation in locsl i ziative and policy-making bodies, loobying, jialning
this party-ist system, coslascing with an Esing national party, sUpporting pra-coop
candldates and parties, having sectoms! peprEenaton in the Houss of Representatives
and launching a national coop parny. Whatever the cpdons mey ba Laken, e tme
for & distinet coop pofiteal movement has undoubledy ripenad as caops San na
longer remain as mere bystanders or spetatans in palitics.

There's another way 1o sunive.

Mutual trust — and help.
— Captain Kirk, Star Trek
“Day of the Dave"

Philippine cooperatives are considered to be a traditional, apolitical
lot. Challenging official policy in the streets is simply not their cup of tea.

But not anymore. On July 22, 1996, about 3,000 cooperative members

marched to ask Congress to exempt cooperatives from the coverage of
the expanded value-added tax (EVAT). The following October 16, they
marched once again to draw attention to the adverse effects of
liberalization policies on cooperative enterprises. Withan estimated total
individual membership of 4.5 million and a growing though stll madest
eronomic clout, the cooperative sector can be expectad lo seek new
venues to herald its coming of age as an important political actor.
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Indeed, a political role does nol run counter to basic cooperative
principles but is derived from them. Political action is an extension of the
cooperative mission of building its countervailing power and capabilibies
to respond 10 the needs of the members and o intervene in shaping ils
anvironmenl.

Emerging Sacial Force

The cooperative tradition in the Philippines isa century old, Jose Rizal
initiated & cooperative in Dapitan duning his exile in that town. Emilio
Jacinto starled a cooperative trading association in Laguna in 1897, at
the height of the revelution. Under the Ametican colonial regime,
canperatives were raintroduced through the Rural Credit Act in the
18900s. Inthe 19508 and 18705, cooperatives were massively promoted
threugh the dovernment’s rural development programs. The cooperative
sector has had its own ups and downs. We know how the cooperative
promotion programs of the 50s and 70s fared. We are aware of the great
difficullies cooperatives today have to face to survive asviable organizations.
But however we reckon the histerical record of Philippine cooperativism,
it has remained broadly as a movement of comman people secking 1o
improve their lives and their communities through voluntary, seif-reliant
actions.

Thete are more than 41,000 registered cooperativesin the Philippines,
as of December 1996, Only 4,516 were registerad before Republic Act
5538 was enactad in 1220, Therefore, we
still have largely a very young movernent,
About 65 per cent of the coops are
agricultural multipurpose cooperatives

Indeed, a political role does

run counter to basic

cogparative principles but s
derived fram them, Political action
iz an extansion of the cooperative
mission of building its counter-
vailing power and capabilities to
rezpond to the needs of the
mambers and to intervene In

shaping its environment,

althaugh the share in terms of assets of
industrial and service coops is incraasing.
About 21 per cent are non-agricultural
multipurpose cooperatives and the rest
are credit, consumer, service, producer
and marketing cooperatives. Central Luzon,
Southern Tagalog and Southern Mindanao
topthe listof regions with the most number
of coops.
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Total membership of cooperatives (as of 1995) s 4.5 million, or 6.6
per cent of the total population. It is estimated that cooperative members
have 22.45 million family members. Cooperative Davelopment Authaority
(CDA) expacts membership in cooperatives 1o hit 20 per cent of the total
papulation n year 2000,

As of June 1885, gross domestic product (GDP) contribution of the
cooperative sector stood at PhP 141.3 billion or @ per cent of the total
GOP. CDA projections put GDP contribution at PhP 374 billlon or 20 per
cent by the year 2000, Coop contribution to the provincial GDP ranged
from 2.4 to 8.4 per cent in Central Luzon, CAR, Matro Manila, Southern
Tagalog, Panay Island, Weslern Visayas, Eastern Mindanao and Weslern
Mindanao. GDP sentribution ranged from 8.4 1o 15.5 par centin llacos,
Central Visayas, Northern Mindanao and Western Mindanao, In Cagayan
Valley and Bicol, it ranged from 15.5 10 17. 8 par cent while in Eastern
Visayas, GDP share of coops ranged from 17.9 to 20 per cent,

In genaral, any groupof persons that isconsistent with the Intemational
Labor Organization (ILO) definition and operating according to the
international cooperalive principles as defined by Intemational Cooperative
Alliance (ICA) and the law may be considered as cooperatives. Lnder R.A,
6938 anly registered cooperatives may be called cooperatives. If we
include various other voluntary organizations involved in self-help and
rmutual benefit among members, the cooperative movement or sector in
its generic sense is actually much karger,

The Cooperative Identity

[tis templing Lo say that a sector composad of 41,000 arganizations
with a mass base of about 4.5 million Individuals constitute an enormous
political potential. This view has its own merits and limitations. Not one
or two or even a handful of entities could adequately represent these
organizations. Of the registered cooperatives, only 508 may be cansiderad
as 'higher level" organizations, composed of unions (57), federations
(306), cooperative banks (42) and area marketing cooperatives (13). All
these unions and federations at the national, provincial and municipal
levels taken together have in their membership only a fraction of the
caaparative movement. And there is much mome to be desired in terms
ofenhancing economic linkages and cooperation among these formations.
One wonders, therefore, if cooperatives in the country really constitute
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a movement and if there is indesd a basis for a common political
onentation among them.

We believe that cooperatives, by adopting cooperativism as a specific
soclal practice and by hoping to propagate it, have in fact created a
movement among themselves, even without central eoordination or
formal unity. By identifying themselves as coops and by choosing to be
recognized as coops, they have bound themselves to certain values an
principles that are defined enough to provide a basis for identification.
These values and principles serve as a set of broad yet well-defined
standards by which they can be morally judged and tested, even If these
values and principles are themselves dynamic and changing. Thare 1sa
sense in calling coops as a class or sector in ltsell. The cooperative farm
provides them a common identity and structure that are necessary in
acquiring a sense of meaning. which is a fundamental human need, For
these having the “cooperative sector or movemant” consciousnass,
cooperatives embody a unique social creed or ideological orlentation in
itself.

At the practical level, cooperatives are so Intimately interconnocted.
They are regulated by common laws and subject to a wide range of
commaon issues and problems. There is, therefore, a basis for cooperative
action among cooperatives. Cooperatives have a very natural and
conservative basis of commonality, that is the practice and promotion of
sell-help and cooperation. Because of this, coops are perhaps even more
cohesive than the peasant movement, or the trade union movement, ar
the Non-Governmental Organization/People’s Organizartion (NGC/PO)
sector wherein specialized political and ideoiogical orientations actually
pose a hindrance to united action. For an example, we only need to look
at the sad and ultimately stupid division within the labor movement. Of
late, May 1 has become not a celebration of labor unity but an occasion
to display labor rivairy. No such self-destructive process has set in yet in
the cooperative movement.

5till, despite their commaon cooperative identity, not all cooperatives
may consider themselves as belonging to the "cooperative movement.”
Some of them will identify themselves as primarily part of the labor or
soclalist movement, the environmental movement ar perhaps some
general or specific idea of a civic or social movement. Some may noteven
identify themselves as part of a social movemant at all but simply as a
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group with some spacial relalionship with a patron — a govermment
agency, an NGO, or a politician.

This brings us to the concepl of primacy of identity. For those who
consciously identify themselves as belonging to the "cooperative
movemant,” cooperalivism is the primary social movement while other
arientalions are just part of it. To them, the “movement” is in their hearts,
There are cooperatives that grew out of other social and popular traditions

- thia labor movement, the agrarian movement, or the NGO/PO
rovement— but maintainthat they are primarily a cooparative movemenl.
For other social and political movements, cooperativism is an impartant
bul secondary onentation. Cooperatives, for them, is one strategy 1o
strangthen and consolidate their primary social movement, Cooperatives
organized by the Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) or
Bukluran ng Manggagawang Filipino (BMP) regard themselves as primarily
a part and extension of the labar movementl. Workers’ coops that were
organized after the company had closed shop and the labar union bad
been deactivated fit in this category.®

There are some social and political movements who either regard
cooperatives as an inferior form of people’s organization from a
developmental and political point of view. Some NGOs tend Lo think that
cooperatives are limited in the sense Lhal they simply address the
economic neads of members. They sometimes confuse cooperatives
with NGOs as senice providers, To them, people’s organizations shoull
alse address political coricems. The extrame Left tends to view cooperatives
as leformist and economistic, and Lhersfore, undesirable or, at least, a
non-priofty atthis stage. Of course, particular cooperatives can either bo
too limited in their puraly economic framework of may embrace broader
developmental commitments. There s nothing, howsver, in the coopearative
idea that fimits what actual cooperatives can do in terms of social
development and political involvement. To even stress this point, the
centennial congrass of the |CA has even included sustainable devalopment
and gender principles in its minlmum staternent of the cooperative
identity. A well aticulated cooperative ideology can very well provide the
conscientizing and visionary framewark for organizing an alternative
social and popular movement.



10 ERIK VILLANUEVA

Overview of Cooperative |declogical Orientations

It may help to scan briefly the various schools of thought in order o
make a sanse out of the wild variations of attitudes toward coops
nowadays. The primacy of identity is related to Ideclogical orientation,
These orientations have deep historical roots. We can tentatively identify
some of the current ideological strands among cooperatives (n the
Philippine setting as related to older ideological traditions,

Cooperativism emerged in the 19th century as part of a genaral
respanse of the workers and socialist movements to prevailing capitalist
eonditions. The first teachers of cooperalivism such as Robart Owen,
Willlam King, Charles Gide {Britain), Philippe Buchez and Lois Elane
(Franca) were Intensaly invaived in campalgns for social reforms. They
were also either philanthropists, utopian sociallsts or radical political
leaders. They believed in a Cooperative Commonwealth governed Ly
cooperation rather than competition. They thought that cooperativism
can be an organizing principle for the whole of society and that the
cooperative principles can serve as the organic laws of a future cooperative
soclety, During the 1920s, Emest Poisson of France even p'rqpnsed the
creation of a cooperative republic, Although the experiments in cooparalive
eommunilies condueted by such pioneers as Owen and Charles Fourier
failed and proved unsustainable, cooperativism has remained as one of
the most enduring working class traditions to emerge out of 159th century
Eurcpe. Today, the cooperative tradition is carried on by cooperative
mavements in most countries. Together they constitute the cooperative
sector in their respective countries,

The “Cooperative Sector” school was articulated by Dr. Georges
Fauguet in 1835. In his view, the economy can be sectoralized into four:
a public sector, composed of state enterprises; a capitalist sactor, which
is usually called the private sector; a "private sector propar,” composed
of the family, peasant and handicraft economies and other pre-capitalist
units; and a cooperative sactor. The latler is composad of cooparatives
although it is closely intertwined with the private sector proper which it
wants 1o integrate into formal cooperatives. Rather than imagining the
cooparativization of the entire society, the Cooperative Sector sehool
balleved that there are activities that can be done more efficiantly by
other sectors, The coop sector is a counterorce to prevent the capitalist
sactor from being exploitative. This view |s consistent with the welfare
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state modeland democratic liberalism. Inthe Philippines, the cooperative
sectororientation is reflected in the idea of establishing coops as a strong
and significant Third Sector of the economy, without havingan articulated
line on the capitalist or socialist options. The “cooperative movement” as
articulated by the major cooperative organizations or apexes also reflect
Lhi= stand.

Apparentlyin the Mamist-Leninist concept of socialism, cooparatives
are some sort of preparation for a mare collectivist way of life. In
centralized socialist experiences, as in the Soviet Union, Fastern Furops
and China under Mao, cooperative development was coordinated closealy
with state plans and purposes. Hans Munkner, a cooperative expert from
Germany, said cooperatives in such countries were actually “socialist
collectives” and not genuine coops because they were not autonomous
and member-controlied.” They had to follow the party line. Cooperatives
were considered to fit better such areas inwhich economic activities are
basically decentralized. Otherwise, state socialization of the means of
praduction was considered to be the supetior economic form. In former
socialist Yugoslavia, however, cooperative workers' self-management
was considered superior than state control, n loday's China under Deng,
cooperatives seem to have relative freedom. After the fall of communist
regimes in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, cooperatives
were trealed similarly with state enterprises that were subject 10
privatization. The cooperatives concerned epposed these moves of the
post-cammunist governments. The |ICA intervened in their behall and
argued for their continuance or transformation as autonomous entilies
controlled by members.

In the Philippines, the Mational Democratic Front which includes the
CPP/NPA promises a mixed economy composad of the state, coo perative
and private sectors. Apparently, it promotes or, at least, allows the
organization of coops among its mass base. Such aclivities, hawever, are
sibsumed under the needs of the revolutionary struggle.

There are also various above-ground socialist and social-dermocratic
movements that incorporate cooperative developrment in their agenda,
They view cooperatives as an extension of workers' solidarily and as an
important component of the sacialist strategy. They follow the general
track of the social demacratic movements in Europe that emphasized an
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building the triad of the socialist party, the labor unicns and the
nooperatives as forces for socialism.

While the Marxist-Leninist and the socialist schaols view cooperatives
i the larger framework of socialist development, there are cooperalors
who beliove that cooperatives are much a part of capitalism and that
noops are the "epitome of the capitalist ideal.” Known as the "modified
capitalism school,” this view holds that cooperatlves lead the way to a
rriote satvice-oriented capitalism and enable small producers to become
capitalists in the balter sense of the term. This school emerged in the
10930s in the agricultural sector of the northern Arnerican prairies.
Proponents of this view believe thal ceops provides a decentralizing
influenee to capitalism and curbs its excesses bul, in contexl of the Cold
War, they cannot be on the side of those wishing 1o destroy it the
cammunists for example.

“New age" cooperativism, on the other hand, believes that the cora
problem of contemporary IMINE i& the sheer size of soclal organization.
Liberal capitalism, the welfare state and Marxism all lead to uncanng,
monalithic organizations. The ideal are smaller, humanistic, lifz-oriented
organizations such as cooperatives. Perhaps a good example of the "new
wave coops” is the environmentalist and pacifist Seikatsu consumers'
movement of Japan. The Seikalsu uses the cooperative form as the
organizational model for a more sustainable production, consumption
and managing of resources. Feminists also adopt the coop model a5 3
form Lhat is more attuned to caring and sharing modes of living as an ideal
of the feminist maovemeant.

Lastly, there is also the religious orientation. Many of the weslem
rooperative movemeants, such as the German farmers coops, have heawy
Christian inspiration, believing that cooperativism is but the embodiment
ofthe Christian ideal in the economic realm. In the Philippines, the parish
churches was instrumental in organizing credit and consumers coops
that became the more successful wing of the local coopmavement. Even
the El Shaddai and the |glesia ni Cristo are said to also operale rutusl
ecohomic help among members,

Thus, cooperativism has various ideclogical ariging and atlentations.
In reality, cooperative movements may have a mixdture of these otientations.
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Or they may choose not to express their
gaals in ideological or visionary terms at
all.?

Civic Orienfation

[fweallowenough goodwill and benefit
of the doubt 1o these varlous orientalions
and to their life-and-blood advocates, their
commaon element is the desire for change
— fara more equitable and just economic
and social order. The wvarlous people's
piganizations In the Philippines that are
animated by |deological or religious
orientations are all characterized v an
intense public or civic spirt. As social and
popular organizations, they are often the
ones laking the cudgels for vocalizing the
heglected concerns of the people. They

m The wvarious people's
arganizations in the Philippines
that ara animated by ideslogical
or religious argntations are all
characierized by an intensa publc
o civic s pirit. As socialand popular
orgamgations,; they are often the
ones taking the cudgels for
vocatizing the neglectad doncems
of the people. They serve as
pressure groups in pushing for
policies that addmeses the plight
of the poor and other social
[rroflams, They compriss whal s

foy lnown as the civil socieby.

SRIVE A5 pressute groups in pushing for policies that addresses the plight
of the poor and other social problems. They comprise what is now known
as the civil society.

Te some accounts, the "civil sociely” coneept 1s based on a set of
values by which a third sector, thal is, thie private volunlany organizations
distinguishes itsell from a first sector (the state) and a second sector (the
market) which are all assurmed to interact in the present-day selling: In
this theory, sectoral distinction is indicated generally by the source of
action and 15 purposive direction. Hence, civil society underlakes
“private action for the public good” in contrast to the rale of the state as
supposadly performing "public action for the public good” and the
tendancy of the market sector to pursue “private action for the private
good, "

Cooperatives are put up by members primarily seeking 1o achieve a
commoen good for and amoeng themselves (orientation of the second
sector). As the cooperative concept gained acceptance, it has also baen
the tendency of states to sponsar cooperative development through
executive programs (making coops an instrument of the first sectar),
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In the sense that “civil soeiety” broadly embraces non-state and non-
market organizations that are out to do something beyond what the
market can provide and beyond what the state mandates, coops are part
of civil society. Within civil society, resources and decisions are shared
and distributed according to the values of solidarity and sharing, voluntary
action, caring and mutual help, and cooperation — in short, the clvie
arientation. These are the values and principles that are at the core of the
cooperative identity. Conversely, the existence of cooperatives Is an
indicator of the clvic tradition,

Elements of Cooperative Politics

The point is that cooperatives share a lotof common ground with the
rest of civil society, beyond sectoral identities and ideologlcal orlentations.
If the cooperative movement tries ta put up its own party, it must expect
to harness not only the votes of its direct constituents or members, even
it It has 4.5 million people to draw these votes from. [ts. direct
constituency is of course limited but its stakeholders among eivic-minded
people go much beyond that.

B Ratherthan promising a new
arder to repiace lhe old,
cooparative politics and iMeology
must present itsell as a sat of
practical values and norms that
altogether constitute an orga-
nizing principle for our social
and political institutions today.
Rather than being a vehicle for
the interests of a particular ciass
ot sector, coopertive politics
must be identified as a con-
sistent party for equality, justice,
transparency and solidarnty that

are |n the interast of all,

The world's best cooperative traditions
(Rochdale, Raffeisen, Desjardins, etc.) grew
organically out of the social and popular
movemeants in their respective countries and
uniquely grounded to their culture. These
perhaps explain their relative success.
Cooperativism has a historic and natural
affinity to the varous popular and social
movemenis: peasants, labor. and consumers
movements. in the Philippines however, the
situation is different. Mainstream
cooparatives do not mix very wall with the so-
called NGO/PO mavement. If they relateto a
very narrow section of the NGO/PD
moverneant, At atime whan the 1CA itseif calls
for cooperatives to forge strateglc alliances
bayond their natural allles and friends,
Philippine cooperatives apparantly have yet
1o forge meaningful ties with various other
popular and social movements that are also
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working for social change. Building strategic alliances with the social
sectors and developing fricnds beyvond the cooperative mass base must
be an important element of cooperative politics.

Ferhaps the dangers and pitfalls of traditional Philippine politics, its
guns, goons and gold, are already well appreciated by cooparatives.
Fatronage and money pofitics is anathema to the cooperalive notion of
horizontal relationship among voluntary equals. At this point, what the
cooperalives need 1o be forewarned about is the pitfall of the traditional
ideological party. There is no preponderance of program-basad, idealogical
parties competing in the electoral arena in this country, But what
cooperatives need to ensure is that if they reject the traditional palitics
of the elite, we do not necessarily adopt the ways af the ather extreme.

The old ideclogical parties pose their alternative in visionary terms.
somelimes, they become so agilated about how completely radical their
vision is from the status quo that only the most devoted militant could
understand what they're talking about. To win adherants, they have to
goad and push and demand complete loyalty after that.

Coaperative politics must be light touch but must appeal to the best
side of the rational mind and sensitivities. Rather than promising & naw
order to replace the old, cooperative politios and ideology must prasent
ilself as a set of practical values and narms that altogether constitute an
organizing principle for our social and political institutions today. Rather
than being a vehicle for the interests of a particular class or sector,
cooparative politics must be identified as a consistent party for equality,
Justice, transparency and solidarity thal are in the interest of all. These
are values thatl are liveable today — despite the adverse soclal context

- nol Just as something to leok forward to only in the distant,
revolutionary Tuture,

Cooperative Political Options

Cooperative ofganization and action in the political arena mEy take
various lorms. Several options are in fact already at the disposal of
cooperalives. At the local level, cooperatives take advantage of
canstitutional and Local Government Code provisions on the right of POs
0 be consulted and participate meaningiully in making decisions.
Although cooperatives and the NGD/PO community in general have yat
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1o skillfully maximize these provisions, it is also true that the current
participatory mechanisms have their own limitations.

Thus, some cooperalive leaders have opted to vie directly for seals
in the local councils, either as independent or party-affiliated candidatas
on a cooperative platform, In Davao del Norte, for example, 90 leaders
of cooperatives assisted by Cooperative Foundation af the Fhilippines,
Inc., (CFPI) won seats in the barangay councils. In Bataan, coop leaders
made their way to @ municipal council, Aiming for cooperative-orented
local governments has been proven (o be a viable option. Progressives
and reformears in genaral do indeed have a better chance of Winning
“miero-elections” whers money politics have less proportionate influence.

At the national level, the cooperative experience Isthe politizal lobhby,
ombodied for instance by the Supreme Cooperative Council of the
Philippines {SCCP), chaired by former Sen. Manuel Manahan until 1990,
The Council advocated the movement's position for a new cooperative
code. This is also the idea behind the present Technical Weorking, Groun
on Cooperative Legislation has been conducting representations to press
for the exemption of cooperatives from expanded value-added Lax
(EVAT}

Local participation, lobly work and mass pressure politics must
remain as important components of a cooperative political strategy. But
already there are some indicators of a trend towards a moare pronounced
enoperative political role. Some groups that keep an eye on the party list
systemare wooing cooperatives as a major constituency. Underthe party.
list system, a party ora coalition will be entitied to a number of seats in
Congress proportionate to the number of votes parmerad by the party,
Voters vote for the party of their choice, not the individual candidates. The
seats due 1o the party will be assumead by the candidates on the party list
according 1o priority.

A large national labor center is in the process of putling up a labor-
sooperative party, with trade unions and workers’ cooperatives as major
constituencies. If the envisioned party can hamess the votes fram all the
local unions and primary coops under its wings, it can be assu rad of seats
in Congress. The cooperative movement ftself can constilute a party
ynder the party list system. If such party can harness the cooperative
vole, it can become a significant political player.
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The party list system is just one of the oplions. A cooperative political
party may also opt to enlist as a coalition partner in an axisting national
party. IT It s sufficiently strong and credible, this could be a way of infusing
principlad politics among the major parties, which are mostly parties of
politicos wherein the rank-and-file are treated simply as errand boys,
without a say In parly palicy. Or, the cooparative mavement may simply
be content at being a machinary for harnessing cooperative votes in favor
of candidates or parlies thal agree o carry the cooperative agenda,
Under this option, cooperatives endorse pro-cooperative candidates from
whatever party, as was the case during the Aquino (1992) and Pimentel
(1995) senatorial campaigns. This, however, defaults coops from
developing a political movement of their awn and cansigns them Lo being
mera riders to the parties of the alite.

The case of the two senators showed how impartant [tis to have pro-
eooperative representation in Congress, The movement can build on this
to press for a distinet sectoral representation. Sectoral seats in the House
of Representatives appointed by the President are prasantly based on the
definttion of the basic sectors. The idea is to ensure representation for
sectars thal otherwise would nol be adequately represented. Such
represantations through executive appointments would not have been
necessary I we truly have an even political playing field. But because our
palitical system fails to be consistently democratic, affirmative action s
deemed necessary in favor of the basic sectors. Given the complexity and
diversity of our society today, there is also an old-fashioned tinge to the
idaa that a congressman can adequately represent his district and that
congressmen collectively can represant the entire country. The more we
move toward diverse represeniations to reflect diverse constituencies,
the better for Philippine democracy.

These sameargument goes fora distinct cooperative representation,
In general, the more representation for basic sectors, the better, Maore
sectoral representation will always pose a countervailing influence on the
rest of Congress, many of whom are from the affluent and powerful
sectlons of society,

Lastly, launching a cooperative party as a national party competing
Inthe regular elections Is another aplion, although one that would be very
difficult to achieve. The experience of other social and popular movemants
was not very encouraging. The major example in recent history would be
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the Partido ng Bayanfalliance for Mew Pelitics (PnB/ANF) umbrelia, an
electoral initiative of tha Left and Left-of-Center forces which was terribly
clobbered during the 1827 senatorial electiong (Horacio R, Morales Jr.
of CFP! vied for a senate seat under this banner; he lest).

Whataver the option or options the cooparative movement may take,
the idea of a distinet cooperative political moverment has come of age.
It would be quite an unnecassary limitation for the cooperative movement
to imposa an itself the role of a bystander or spectator. Those who stll
feel uneasy or frightened about the idea of cooperative in politics fail Lo
remembear that the original cooparative visionaries themselves (Robert
Owen in England or Rizal and lacinto in the Philippines) were social
reformers and palitical activists at the same time, &
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1 CFPIhas been working with some socioeaitical groups to devalep cosgarslives amang,
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AlA or B BMP 2 maintained even as they organize cooporatives,

2 Zee Munkner, Hans H, 1995, Chances of Coopersaitives in the Future: Contribution o
the intemabonal Cooperative Aliance Contennial 1895-1995. Marturg/lalbr: Mar-
burg Cansult for Self-Help Promotion.

3 Seo Cralg, John G, 1993, The Nature of Cooperation. Monireal: Back Rose Boowe,
Craig suneys the various idecogical orentations of cooperalives,

4 See Otizens: Stengthening Global Cvil Society (1994) published by Civicus, an
international organizstion promoting citzens' particlpation.



