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REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN
many Third Waorld countries today have
realized the importance of women's par-
ticipation in the national liberation and
sociallst struggles. As a potential and
actual revolutionary force in history,
women find organizational expression of
thelr general political and women-specific
demands not only in male-dominated par-
ties but also in autonomous women's liber
ation movements, Women pin their hopes
on and actively support the revolutionary
struggle as they realize that the end to their
oppression as members of the exploited
classes and of the subordinate sex could
only be possible under socialism.

Since the success of the Russian and
Chinese revolutions, feminists in the ‘West
and the Third World countries have focused
their interests on the post-revolutionary
status and roles of women in these
socigties. The long-dormant guestion.
"Does socialism liberate the women?” or
“Is sopcialism the necessary path to
women's liberation?” confronting many
women's movements today is reflected in
the tensions between these movements and
the bigger revolutionary organizations to
which they are linked. These tensions are
apparent in al least three major areas of
concern: (1) How do male-dominated
revolutionary parties relate with the
women's movement?; (2) To what extent
have these parties incorporated the woman
guestion in its analysis of society and the
liberation of women in its revolutionary
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agenda?; and, (3) How does the movamen!
attempt to transform gender relations even
before the seizure of power and the matar-
ial conditions under socialism are
achieved? The first tension is basically
cancerned with the question of organiza-
tional autonomy, the second with
revolutionary theory, and the last with
revolutianary practice,

This paper is an attempt to analyze the
place of women's liberation in revolution-
ary theory and practice in the history of
the Philippine Left_ It will focus primarily on
the experience of the old Partide
Komunista ng Piliginas (PKP) or Com-
munist Party of the Philippines in the 19308
up to 1960s and the national democratic
Malayang Kilusan ng Bagong Kahabaihan
(Makibaka) or Free Assoclation of MNew
Wamen in the early 705 whose name was
adopted by the women’s arm of the undes-
ground Mational Democratic Front (NDF)
today.

This paper will be composed of four
parts. The first part will present the relevant
experences of some countries that have
embarked on socialist reconstruction, The
second part will focus on haw the old PKP
had attempted to integrate the woman
question in its revolutionary agenda and
practice. The third part will analyze how the
Makibaka situated the woman gquestion
within the national democratic struggle, i.e.
the gquestion of why women have occupied
a subordinate position in society, The lasl
pant will dffer preliminary insights on the
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problems and prospects in developing &
feminist orientation within the progressive
women's movement. It is hoped that by
reflecting on the historical experiences of
the PKP and Makibaka, we shall be able to
draw meaningful insights and lessons valua-
ble to today's Philippine Left in making
women's liberation an essential component
of its revolutionary agenda.

Feminism and National Liberation Struggle
in the Third World: An Overview

During the first quarter of the 20th cen-
tury, middle class and intellectual women in
many colonial countries were behind the
smergence of a feminism similar 1o the
“mqual rights” campaign of bourgeois
women in the West. In their efforts to ape
thelr famale counterparts in their ‘'mother
countries, these colonial women propa-
gated among thelr less fortunate sisters an
image of women that had to be emulated —
that of a modern, prominent woman whose
own success sets herapart from the major-
ity of poor women, and hence from the
working class in general.

In colonies where there were large and
strong bourgeoise, feminism of this kind
became more significant than in countries
where the bourgeois class was absent or
weak. The aspirations of these women
found concrete expression in the wemen's
suffrage movements that mushroomed in
the early 1900s. In the case of some coun-
tries; the women's suffrage movement was
closely linked to the movement for Inde-
pendence from colonial domination whose
leadership also emerged from the Western
educated, nationalist middle class. (Liddle
and Joski, 1986; Jayawardene. 1988). In
some instances, the struggle of women for
the vote was suspected to have been
encouraged by the state in an attempt to

westernize and argue for continued colo- °

nial presence (Liddle and Joski, 1886) or 1o
divert the attention of women away from
the more urgent issue of gaining national
independence (Maranan, 1884). Such
ohservations bring to light some debatable
points on the contradictory impact of co-
lonialism on the position of women despite
the valid view that colonialism became the
main stumbling block to social develop-
ment.

History also provides us with concrele
examples of the close working relationship

netween the women's movement and work-
ing class revolutionary movements in an
attempt of the l|atter to encourage more
women's participation in the political
struggle. At the same time, this relationship
posed a countervailing factor to the state
which had a tendency to utilize women's
organizations in generating support for its
own ends. As women are incorporated into
left parties and in separate women's
organizations, both male and female
revolutionaries realize that the struggle for
women's liberation must not be seen as an
isolated struggle but as a battle necessarily
interwoven into the people's struggle for
national and social liberation, This realiza-
tion is the main dividing line between
women's movemnents in the Third World
and the West

Third World revolutionary history s
replete with examples of how the woman
question became a good entry point for
the integration of women into the
revolutionary struggle. In fact, there was a
case where women were found to be the
most oppressad, and hence, the most cru-
cial revolutionary force. Because women in
the traditional Moslem societies of Soviet
Central Asia had occupied the lowesl status
and suffered the most degrading condi-
tions, Soviet authorities found them to be
the most potential bearers of a militant
revolutionary consciousness — "ineffact, a
surrogate proletariat (in a society) where no
preletariat in the real Marxist sense
existed ' (Massel, 1974: 22).

Women in revolutionary parties and
women's movements in Third World coun-
tries have realized that they have to move
against the entire structure of exploitation
to change the situation of women in socie-
ty. This is clearly articulated by women
activists in their statements, manifestoes
and conferences. Dora Maria Tellez of
Nicaragua, for instance, proclaimed in an
interview that “women’'s liberation has to
do with men's liberation, society’s libera-
tion" (Archives Baricada International: S},
In & 1973 conference of women in Mozam-
bique, the women declared that by joining
the struggle at all levels, the women

are opening up new prospects for their future,
dastroying in practics the concepts which rola-
gated them to a passive and voicaless role in
society. In shor, thoy are creating the condi-
tions lor participating In tha exercise of power,
taking thair desting into their own hands (Chin-
chilla, 1979. 150).
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The same view is expressed by the leader-
ship of women’s liberation movements in
other countries of Latin America, Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East {Davies, 1983;
Randall, 1981; Leacock, 1979).

While the revolution may provide a good
venue for the adiculation of women's
demands and aspirations, women's libera-
tion under post-revolutionary societies
would never be achieved unless the women
consciously address gender contradictions
in the process of the revolution as they
strengthen their unions, movements and
organizations. The experiences of women
today in Russia, China, Cuba, Vietnam, and
Nicaragua show that the struggle to liberate
women does not end with the seizure of
state power by the revolutionary parly. In
the same way thal a socialist revolution
does not automatically create socialism but
only creates the necessary conditions for
the socialist reconstruction to take place,
socialism does not automatically liberate
women unless a distincl women's move-
ment is created to make women's liberation
a necessary component and not the mere
aftermath of socialism.

The experiences in countries that have
undergone revolutionary reconstruction
show that it is not divisive to raise the
woman guestion in the process of the
revolution; on the contrary, il is even mare
divisive not to raise it. Unless the question
is confronted and addressed, the material
divisions imposed by class society are sim-
ply taken for granted, reinforced, and per-
petuated. It is true that the inequalities of
class society can never be fully overcome
until classes themselves are lig uidated (and

‘this is a very long process), but it is also
true that in the process of avercoming class
society examples of what socialism can
mean must be created (Chinchilla, 1979:
150). Thus, putting forward the issue of
women's liberation is one case of trans-
forming social relationships even before
the complete transformation of material
conditions under socialism is achieved.

PKP and the Woman Question

This section analyzes the problems
encountered by the old PKP in integrating
women and the woman question into tha
revolutionary struggle waged in the 1930s
up to the late 1960s, particularly the role
that women played in the Huk movement,
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and how the PKP leadership then tackled
the question of women’s oppression.

The women's suffrage movement led by
women of the bourgeoisie during the early
part of the century was organizationally
divorced from the nascent working class
movement. Hence, this incipient form of
feminism among women suffragettes did
not go beyond the struggle for women's
right to vote nor raise other feminist issues
tied to class politics. While it served as a
good stepping stone, in raising women's
consciousness on the issue of women’s
separation from public life and social sig-
nificance, the movement clearly reflected
the class bias and aspirations of the middle
and upper classes that hardly touched the
lives of the majority of poor women who
viewed the right to vote as a useless exer-
cise under a foreign-dominated and elitjst
political system,

The other possibility opened during the
pre-war pericd was the trade union move-
ment inspired by socialist ideals, It is
lamentable however, that the nascent trade
unicn movement was not able to recognize
the opportunity openad by the women's
suffrage movement to inspire women's
greater political interest and activity, In the
first place, there were very few women
workers in the formal iabor sector. In the
second place, the male leadership of the
moverment, as weall as the women them-
selves, have deeply internalized religious
and cultural beliefs characteristic of pa-
triarghal societies. The strength of the pre-
vailing ideology on gender that hitherto per-
vades the home, family, schools, churches,
and the society at large, has prevented even
progressive men and women at that time to
question the subordinate role of women and
the general patterns of social attitudes,
Interaction, and structures that relegated

women to domesticity and subordination,
Statistics from the Women and Child
Labor section of the Bureau of Labor then
showed that there were 21,326 women em-
ployed in cigar and cigarettes, embroideny,
textile, footwear, candy, shirt, and button
factories. Women were hardly found in
printing companies, woodwork factories,
and olher commercial establishments
where trade unionism was most strong
{Kurihara, 1942). Even to assume that 100%
of the employed women al that time wera
trade union members, their number was
still relatively small compared to the male
union members. (See Table | and ). It was
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also very likely that these women were not
active in trade unionism because of the
prevailing gender ideoclogy that taught that
pofitics was not suited to the female per-
sanality and therefore, better entrusted to
males. Because of less female participation
intha labor force, the chances of women to
organize around working class lssues were
greatly diminished,

ln rural areas, woamen have beean
observed to be more active participants in
agricultural production. In this sense,
peasant women had greater possibilities of
participating actively in peasant organiza-
tions led by the Socialist Party that was
most active in Central Luzon. While there is
no sufficient data to reveal the quantitative
and qualitative parlicipation of women in
peasant organizations, it might be plausible
to suggest that peasant women, like indus-
trial women workers, could not afford the
luxury of leaving their homes and children
in favor of organizational tasks. They tend
to shy away from public political fife, if not
dissuaded by their fathers or hushands.

Evidently, these are examples of the
social and cultural realities that constrain
women's active participation in politics,

Empirical evidences show that under
capitalism, and even in its underdeveloped
form in Third World economic formations,
women have not been incorporated into the
agricultural and industrial labor force in the
same degree as men. Even when some part
of the female population is drawn into the
labor force, capitalism has done it insucha
way as to re-create a gender-based division
of labor in the workplace [(Abeyesekera,
1983:6). True, in enabling women to work
autside of the home, the labor demands of
capitalism have been progressive lo a cer-
tain extent. Yet, work experience is no
guarantee that women could be fread from
household and childbearing respon-
sibilities considered to be a female domain,
nor is it the only precondition for the
diminution of the strength of the patriarchal
family. This Is a clear challenge to the
orthodox Marxist position forwarded by
Engels {1971} and Lenin ({1975} that by
bringing women into productive labor out-
side of the home, women could be liberated
from their unpaid domestic tasks and align
themselves with the working class in the
struggle against capitalism.

Owing to its apparent gender-
blindedness, orthodox Marxism is inade-

“Orthodox Marxism sees
women's oppression as a
contradiction that could be
automatically eradicated
under socialism.”’

quate to explain women's marginalization
in economic preduction and their con-
tinued domestication within the home and
family. It is also unable to capture the dif-
ficulties in organizing women salely around
specific ‘working class interests and
appreciate the need to understand other
forms of oppression that are not reducible
to class. By reducing all ideological and
political elements as mere expression of
the economic base, particularly class rela-
tions, it sees women's appression as a con-
tradiction that could be automatically
eradicated when production relations are
resolved under socialism — an untenable
position that has been refuted by realities in
many socialisl countries today. While
housework and childcare are socialized in
these countries, the traditional gender divi-
sion of |labor is left unguestioned since
wormnen are still the ones who perform these
functions as they continue to contribute
their labor, together with men, in meeting
the demands of economic praduction. In
China for instance, the socialist revolution
had not led to its expected result of under-
mining the strength of the patriarchal fa-
mily nor to the elimination of traditional
anti-women attitudes and praclices, such
as preferences for sons. This reality led one
social analyst to point out that the Chinese
revolution had incepted what she called
“patriarchal socialism'™ {Stacey, 1984).

In the Philippines, the interregnum
brought about by the three-year Japanese
occupation opened new possibilities for the
integration of womeén into the anti-
Japanese guerrilla warfare led by the
Hukbo ng Bayan Laban sa Hapon (Huk-
balahap) or the Anti-Japanese People's
Army. In fact, the participation of women in
the armed resistance was considered by a
former Huk leader as “one of the proudest
features of the Hukbalahap" (Taruc,
1853:102).

After the war, faormer Hukbalahap mem-
bers who refused to disarm were forced to
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return to the hills when they were met with
repression by armed civilian guards hired
by big landlords resistant to agrarian
reform. The Huk guerrilla warfare con-
tinued in the countrysides as some PKP
members and trade unionists in the urban
areas tried the parliament as an arena of
struggle. The tactical shift to parliamentary
struggle was later abandoned when party
intellectuals headed by the Lava brothers
saw the revolutionary potentials of the
peasantry and declared that the armed
struggle should be the main form of strug-
gle based on their analyses of the political
situation at that time. The PKP went under-
ground and converted its guerrilla army
into a regular revolutionary army, a
development which forced the govermnment
to declare the PKP and its military arm, the
Hukbong Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (HMB) or
National Liberation Army, as illegal organi-
Zations.

The transtormation of the guerrilla army
into a regular revolutionary army effected
very little changes on the role of women in
the revolutionary struggle. Since the
Japanese occupation, women in the guer-
rilla movement were confined to the per-
formance of auxillary tasks that clearly
resembled their domestic functions within
the home. They were assigned to do the
cooking, washing, and nursing. When the
regular revolutionary army became opera-
tional, young women and girls became
members of the Squad Balutan charged
with procuring food, medicine, and other
supplies for their comradas in the hills.
Women and children were also believed to
be best suited for intelligence work, as
couriers and militia in the villages, because
of their inconspicuous nature and discrete
ways especially to unsuspecting enemies.
Majority of the women were also active in
the cultural guilds as singers and artists
who provide entertainment to the guerritlas.
Very few women like Celia Mariano
Fomeroy of the Mational Education
Department and Remedios Gomez (Ka
Liwayway), squadron commander, rose to
the rank of full party members who had to
assume greater responsibilities in educa-
tion, military operations, and organizational
expansion (Pomeroy, 1968},

It has been observed that protracted
people's war prior to the seizure of state
powear opened greater opportunities for the
transformation of social relations between

1)

the sexes (Chinchilla, 1979:153). The long
historical record of struggle of the Huk
movement enabled the gradual transforma-
tion of domestic labor division and rela-
tions between revolutionaries in the realm
of love, courtship, marriage, and sex. A
more egalitarian division of reproductive
domaestic labor was observed among men
and women in the Huk movement than in
ordinary working class families in the |low-
lands. Interviews with former Huk members
revealed that male comrades were encour-
aged and trained to do the cooking, wash-
ing. and childcaring. Conventional prac-
tices in courtship and romantic relation-
ships were also transformed. Such trans-
formations were seen as permissible and
justified under the peculiar circumstances
in the movement.

Courtship within the Huk movement was
differant from bourgeois practice. The &li-
gible man had to ask permission first from
the chairperson of the household where the
woman was living and if there were no
objections from either the woman or the
chairperson concerned, the courtship
could go on. It was not clear from accounts
however, whether the woman could alsc
take the initiative or assume the maore active
role in the courtship process.

Since marriages between the Huks could
not be held in the plains, couples were
given elaborate ceremonies in the hills per-
formed by any ranking leader and attended
by the whole camp. The bride and groom.
would take their marriage vows undear an
arch of rifles held by their comrades as they
swora loyalty not only to each other bul
also “loyalty to the movement above their
relationship and loyalty to the principles of
equality of men and women,” about which
the officiating leader would give a lecture,
Huk marriages based not only on mutual
affection but also on mutual service to the
revolutionary cause were said to be more
enduring and faithful than ordinary
bourgeols relationships.

The formulation of "“The Revolutionary
Solution to the Sex Problem" was another
attermnpt on the part of the PKP leadershipto
transform relations between the sexes. This
“solution” or policy was addrassed to
cases wherain a married man would usually
take another wife in the forest in face of
difficulties in seeing his common-law wife
in the lowlands. The feudal outlook that
women should not join their husbands in
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the hills and be left in'the homes to take
care of the children shaped many of these
cases. The "solution' was formulated "to
settle the problem on a moral plane and to
correct this feudal attitude™ after a lengthy
intra-parly discussion on the biological
grounds of prolonged sexual frustration
that could hamper the political work of men
and women. It was agreed in a Party Con-
ference that a man could take a forest wife
ifit served the interest of the movement and
upon strict observance of the following
regulations:

Firstly, a married man cannot ke o fonest wifo
unless ho can convines the leading commitices
In the Reglonal Command 1o which he bolongs
that olther his heatth or his work are baing
auvariely alfaciad by the absence from his wife.,

Socondly, ha mugt write to or othorwise com-
municate with hig wife in the lowlainds and
infarm her of his Imention and nesd to take a
forest wite, Ho must, a1 the same time, under the
pringiple of aguality givie his wite the freedom 1o
antarinto a similar relgtionship in the barrio or
city, If she too, finds horsel! unable to withstand
the frustration.

Thirdly, the forest wite must be cloady infermed
that the man Is already married and that their
relaticnship will terminate when he is able 1o
return to his reqular wife, In other words, there
must be no deception of (he regular wife and no
deception of the forest wite. If at the end of the
struggle, & man should decide that he prefers a
permanent relation with the forast wife, he must
completely separate from previcus wile
[Pomeroy, 1968 143-144).

Sexual relationships between
revolutionaries indeed pose tough prob-
lems to any revolutionary movement. But
the “sclution to the sex problem”™ within or
outside the revolutionary movement does
nat lie in the mere formulation of policies
{although this could be a progressive start-
ing point) that would govern relations bet-
ween men and women in married and famil-
ial life. The "“sex problem” common to both
revolutionaries and non-revolutionaries is
tlearly rooted in unequal gender relations
manifested in traditional social expecta-
tions of sex-roles, even in relationships.
The solution requires the transformation of
men's and women's consciousness, indeed
a "revolution within the revelution that
would undermine the prevailing gender
Ideology that becomes an important mater-
lal force in itself. This poses a big challenge
1o any revolutionary movement that claims
to have a total vision of social liberation,

In the precading discussion, this paper
noted several socizal, economicand cultural
obstacles that prevented the more active
participation of women in progressive poli-
tics. The revolutionary movement itself led
by the PKP could have offered the greatest
possibility in integrating more women into
the revolution, yet the PKP as a vanguard
party failed to coherently analyze the
woman question, how womean could con-
tribute to the revolutionary cause, and how
the revolutionary agenda could address
their problems as poor women, doubly
oppressed by their being females.

Parhaps: it was only Wiliam Fomeroy
who had pondered upon the conditions of
women then, but it is doubtful whethar his
ideas became the basis of any concrete
party formulation:

In my years in the Philippines, (Uis the Filiplna
that | hawe founcd the mast intemsting, perhaps
because In a colonial ¢ountry, she |8 found
undér & double welght, She lacks the Indepan-
dence of her nationality and she lagks the Inde-
pendence of her sex,

Justasthe Huks ar the awnuaes [or the anger af
the young men, so are the Huks the: gateway to
the hops of the young women, Hope for what'?
For & break in the dull monatony of barria lifa
and of the early fulure awaiting har, For tha tre-
mendous release of her parsonality that is found
in the guality of lika In our camps. For the
chance (a contribute to her country maore than
lust the act of giving it sons, In the Huks, sheisa
Filiping, whose purpose is the nation and not
the mere confines of a single home and a singhe
man

Because of the PKPF’s inability to come up
with a systematic analysis of the woman
guestion, owing to its class reductionist
view of politics that poses limits to its reali-
zation of other equally Important forms of
appression and loci of struggle, the seeds
of a genuine women's |liberation movement
that could have been sown in the fertile
grounds of that historical juncture were not
produced. This is indeed unfortunate con-
sidering that in Russia then, which the PKP
had looked up to as the center of its orien-
tation and activity, there was already an
open, healthy debate among progressive
men and women an the particularities of
women's oppression and their liberative
aspirations and demands.

Al best, the PKP had only realized the
need for the inclusion of more women in
the revolutionary struggle as members of
the oppressed classes, if only because thay
could add numerical strength and support
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to the movement, Aninstrumentalist view of
the role of women in the revolution that
sees the necessity of integrating more
women into the political struggle without
adeguately confronting the specific
oppression of women as a subordinate sex,
only reflacls the overall opportunist ten-
dency of that movement. While the libera-
tion of women is contingent upon the libe-
ration of all oppressed classes, it is also
imperative for the revolutionary movement
to confront gender inequalities or the prob-
lem of women's cppression as a subordi-
nate sex. A parly or revolutionary move-
ment's difficulty in conceptualizing on the
woman question and incerporating in its
agenda a comprehensive framework to lib-
erate womean from their specific forms of
oppression is a reflection of thal move-
ment's fragmented view of social liberation
and its more fundamental problems in
revolutionary praxis,

The MAKIBAKA and the Woman Question

The degeneration of the old Communist
Farty compelled a group of young students
from the radical youth organization
Kabafaang Makabayan (KM or Mationalist
Youth to initiate a rectification process
within the movement. The splinter group
was purged from the party and asserted the
appropriateness of a national democratic
struggle based on their-analysis of Philip-
pine society that was highly influenced hy
Mao Tse-Tung thought. Soon enough, new
political organizations amaong youth and
students mushroomed and adopted the
national democratic line, among them was
the Makibaka which literally means “to
struggle.”

Makibiaka was the first women's organi-
zation that brought the issue of women's
liberation within the context of national lib-
eration and the liberation of all oppressed
classes. |t traced its formal launching to the
day when the organization spearheaded a
picket during the coronation night of the
Miss Philippines heauty pageanl on April
18, 1970, a mobilization tactic reminiscent
of Western feminist movements, Part of its
manifesto for the occasion read:

The Makibaka balieves that the women of the
Fhilippines have a far more important rele In our
socioty than participation In such [nane
activities as beauty contest. Makibaka believas
that in thess crucial times the women af the
Philippines should paricipate in the struggle

a2

for change towards a just and equitable soci-
aty, Makibaka calls upon all prograssive sectors
of our society to join the movement for the
amancipation of women from feudal restratnts
which prevent their full participstion in the
struggle for national democracy. (emphasis
suppliad,}

From the above statement alone, it was
clear that Makibaka was formed not anly to
fill the vacuum left by the irrelevance of
conservative women's groups at that time
but -also to organize moré women to
advance the national democratic struggle,

There weare at least three factors that
served as impetus for the arganization ofan
all-women's group like Makibaka. First, the
participation of women in the militant mass
movement, especially younger women in
the student movement, were constrained by
traditional male views on the proper role of
women in society. Even in movemeants or
organizations that were espousing
egalitarian principles, women found them-
selves relegated to auxilliary functions and
subordinate tasks. Second, as.mentioned
earlier Makibaka would like to challenge
the limited world view and concemns of
existing conservalive women's organiza-
tiens at that time. A more meaningful integ-
ration of women in public life and social
significance would entail their participation
in the national struggle for social liberation;
Third, if indeed the vision of liberation were
to be total, then that vision had to include
women's liberation from traditional expec-
tations of their sex roles.

In its assessment of the conservative
women's groups, Makibaka stressed that
these groups should be evaluated in terms
of the paths they had taken in tackling the
exploitation of women and of the Filipino
people. To Makibaka, the social weltare
concerns of these groups proceeded from
their acceptance of the “inevitability” of
exploitation and inegualities in ‘a class-
divided society. Their reformist claims for
legal rights of women were seen as "an
abstraction of the problem or the isolation
of the woman guestion frem the concrate
conditions of Philippine society.” To avoid
their mistakes, Makibaka therefore brought
the issue of women's liberation within the
scope of the national democratic struggle.

Makibaka naturally imbibed the national
democratic analysis of Philippine society
and its alternative agenda for social trans-
formation. It viewed the three basic ills of
Imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucrat,
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“Makibaka was too
concerned with politics that it
failed to analyze other bases
of women's oppression. . .

capitalism as the root causes of the exploi-
tation of the Filipino people. The woman
fquestion ar the subordination of the female
sex, was traced to the power of the four
authorities—political, clan, religious, and
male — that were seen as exprassions of
the feudal-patriarchal ideology and system
that perpetuates the oppression of women.
This analysis was clearly patterned afler
Mao's analysis of women's conditions in
Chinesa society.

Ta Makibaka, the “semi- colonial and
semi-feudal'’ character of society is
reflected in the likewise semi-colonial and
feudal values of the Filipino people when
treating Filipino women. It held that it was
the semi-teudal character of Philippine soc-
iety that subjugated women to the men and
diminished the formers role in society,
while it was the semi-colonial character
that gave rise to sexual commercialism and
the projection of women as sex objects.
Women therefore could only liberate them-
selves by transforming this “"semi-colonial,
semi-feudal” society through their joining
the national democratic struggle.

Professing to have this correct orienta-
tion in its hands, Makibaka members pro-
ceedad to organize progressive women and
brought under one umbrella all women's
bureaus of student organizations such as
the KM and the Women's Organizing Com-
mittee af the Samahang Demokratiko ng
Kabataan (SDK) or Youth Democratic
Organization. Though the bulk of its mem-
bership came from university students,
Makibaka also had women workers, peas-
ants, housawives, mothers, and profes-
sionals as members. |t sel-up day-care cen-
ters in urban poor communities, launched
symposia and photo-exhibits, integrated
with workers and jeepney drivers who were
on strikes, and Joined all the mainstream
protest actions during the pre-martial law
pariod. Because of the novelty of women's
organizing at that time and the creative
forms of its protest actions, Makibaka easily

gained media publicity as well as enemias
and critics, especially from the ranks of
their male comrades.

The 'debates' between woamen activist
membears of Makibaka and their male com-
rades were most lively in the pages of the
Philippine Collegian, the student paper of
the University of the Philippines. Male cnti-
cism of women's organizing at that time
weare primarily aimed at ‘reminding’ their
fernale comrades of the "proper orienta-
tion" women's organizalions must carry —
an orientation that essentially followed the
class reductionist orthodox Marxist view of
the guestion which, when translated in
practice, presents an instrumentalist idea
on the role of women in social change.
Traditional Marxists see women's oppres-
sion as traceable to class oppression along,
women are merely a tactical force indis-
pensable to the revolutionary struggle. The
women's liberation movemen! was viewed
as a “valid, significant and novel ideological
perspective, capable of tactical mobiliza-
tion and organizational potentialities. but it
is not the fundameantal perspective of the
class struggle.” This line of thought was
clearly articulated by Pangilinan and Gon-
zales (1971} in theirtheses onwomen's lib-
aration:

1, The fundameanial problem of female eman-
cipationists is to crystallize the |locus of the
woman's liberation movemant within the
strateqgy of the class struggle

2. The pradominantly tactical! wvalue of the
women's liberaticn movement lies in the histor-
ical imperative to unmask the phanomena of
female opprassicn in all specific and varned
forms and manilestalions; the lactical effective-
ness of the mowemeant lies in 95 mobitiziog
potesitial, . asituation in which the famale mas-
gag have 1o be lad toward a consciousness on
their exploied condition, so that aut al this
iidial cualitative change In consciousness, a
rmoment of crisis s reachad which leaves them
fo cholcs but o objeatily their sarticipation in
the struggla for naticnal libaration

3. The danger that facss any women's bera-
o movemant is 10 egass male dominanea as a
central straeoic focus Discowered imtially as
napessan clarficalion ol the specilicily of the
women s role the concept male chauvirsm
Garnat be lrealedas axiomatic of the conceplof
femala oppression,

4, The sltruggle for women's lberation is an
indispensable aspect of Ihe class struggle.
female opgression being a struoctural part of
class oppression, and women's parlicipation
haing anindispenaakiepart of the revoluticnany
strugale,
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5. To consider the women's struggle as a class
strugale in itself is a disjunative, salf-defeating
premise It gives the llusion of woman as &
class capakle of waging thelr own struggle,
Onee conceivad in this manner, the women's
liberation movemeant becomes more than a tac-
lical necessity; it becomas a declaration of prin-
giples [emphasis in the originall,

There was very little need in the first
place to extend such reminders to
Makibaka so that it would not develop into
an extremely "self-conscious political
.organization" confined to the “narrowness
of feminism™ (Gonzalez, 1971). In fact,
Makibaka was all too concerned with the
bigger political issues of nalional democ-
racy that it failed to analyze the other bases
of women's oppression that were not
‘reducible 1o class nor determined by
economic relations alone. It was all too crit-
ical of the "narrowness of feminism’™ in the
West that it failed to fully understand the
valid arguments and more substantive con-
cerns of Western feminists, particularly
those who emerged as part of the militant
left movement. It was also loo subsumed
organizationally to the political democratic
framework that its adoption Jin foto of its
political line and agenda inevitably limited
its perspective on women’s liberation.

Several factors account for the shift in
orientation and perspective of the progres-
sive women's movement today, For one
thing, the leadership of the movement is
composed of core groups of articulate and
educated women who are crilical of the
“instrumentalist” view of the wormen's role
in the political struggle. They view that if
indeed the women's movemeant would not
seriously tackle women's oppression as
womean, then why create a separate
women's liberation movement at all? Their
wider exposure to feminist politics abroad
and openness fo adopt relevant arganizing
and campaign strategies in an attemplt io
indigenize feminism also contributed a lot
to this change in perspective. Secondly,
practical organizing experiences among
women also provided lessons thal grass-
roots women are truly facing gender-
specific problems which could not be sim-
ply reduced to class contradictions, nor
easily accommodated within national cam-
paigns. Thirdly, the movement today is
composad of individual women and organi-
zations belonging not to a single political
line but to different ideological traditions
that comprise the Philippine Left spectrum.
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In the 1870s, the national democratic
movament, through Makibaka., enjoyed a
virtual monopoly of revolutionary praxis on
the issue of women’s liberation since the
other left movements then were in no posi-
tion of organizational strength and
dynamism to come up with their own
wormen's group or at least, analysis of the
woman question. Today, unlike befaore,
there are other centers of leftist politics —
some are reactivated., others are newly
formed — that see the importance of
women’s liberation in their allernative

social vision. :
The fragmentation of the women's

movement along political ideoclogical lines
and traditions, that are nonetheless prog-
ressive despite their minor differences. may
be viewed by some as counter-productive
to the forging of unity within the movement
itself. On the other hand, it may turn out, as
in this case, to be even healthier for the
women's movement at this stage of its
development. A pluralist contextin organiz-
ing and ideclogical orientation can become
the ideal incubator of feminist ideas on
social liberation. It appears therefore that
unlike in the West where a feminist is any-
one who fights for women's rights regard-
less of political views (she may be a right-
wing conservative or a communist, but just
the same, a faminist), the term “feminist”
has taken on a radical leftist connotation
and origins, as in the case of other Third
World women activists who consciously
distinguish their ideology from that of
Western feminism.

It might be interesting to find out why
despite the reality that women’s organizing
in the Philippines is formed and fragmented
along ideological lines, the various prog-
ressive women's groups are able to unite
on certain issues, especially those that
most concern women, The specific issues
that easily come to mind are those on
agrarian reform, women's health and
reproductive rights, legal reforms, and
four-month maternity leave, It has been
observed that unlike the larger movements
where they are linked, networking and tac-
tical alliances are more possible and suc-
cessful among the various womean's
groups, especially when the campaign cen-
ters on a vary specific and focused issue. I3
this an indication of the oft-repeated line
that a commeonality of women's exper-
iences exists despite their being divided still
along class, ideological, and sectoral lines?
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Do women set aside their ideological dif-
ferences when they come togetherto tack|e
women's issues anwhich they share a lot of
common views? Do the women merely post-
pone or avoid discussions of their larger
political agenda in order to presere the
seaming unity within the women's move-
menl, oris this unity merely illusory?

“The women’s movement
must constantly push its
feminism within the
nationalist movement. . ."

fakibaka offered no apologies for its
arientation. In all its manifestos and publi-
cations that reveal its basic organizing
stralegies. a class-based perspeclive was
usad as framework for analyzing women's
appression, The following lines succinctly
summarized thal outlook:

The literaticn of woman has o s put saoarsly
within and atongside af the nalional democratic
drugegle. For woman ars opprassed as Filipinos,
as membars of lheir class in society, and as
wornen, Their strugoie is sssentially golitical as
their double oppression assumes the form ol
alagss oporessnn (amphasis supplied.)

Since women's oppression was seen by
Makibaka as emanating solely from class
contradictions, it viewed the success of the
national democratic struggle as a neces-
gary and a sufficient condition for lhe liber-
ation of women. Hence, Makibaka's prog-
ram did not view women's liberation as hav-
ingacentral significance in the struggle for
social liberation. Instead, it viewed women
as hawving a centrally significant role in the
struggle. This position expectedly diluted
its women's agenda in favor of the "larger
palitical issues.” Excerpls from its program
clearly prove this point:

Iakibaka seeks nationalist industnalization and
gendine land refarm in order to craate a vigor-
ous nafional eeonamy. Cnly 2 vigorous national
coanomy can provide the necaessary conditions
necassany for the eventual elimination of paver-
ty, unemploymeant,  underemployiment, unfsir
labor practices, inadequate heallh services and
other iniquities in our semi-feudal and sermi-
colanial eeonomy. Moreover, anfy in such an
eronomy can there be groaler ogportunities for

Fitining women who Fave fong been suffenng
frovm discriminalany wages and lGhor Sracices.
Makibaka is determined to work far the licara-
tion of women from decadent Bourgecis and
feudal shackles which condsmn them fo o an
pxistence gearced only to the had-kitchenp-
chursh-rirsery circle, danying them the oppaor-
funity to devalog into mora than domestic
mackings a0 sogoa obfects, fo contribote their
potential for the fuge fase of ratiion-building
and gocialist constroction (emphasis in the arig-
inall, {Makibaka Infarmation Buraay, Collegiarn.
19720

Even Makibaka's spokesperson, Ma,
Lorena Barros, who was considerced then
by many ol her comrades to have aricu-
lated very feminist ideas in private, fell into
the trap of viewing women's libaration as
an agenda that could wait after the revelu-
tion. In fact it was seen as something that
was naturally or automatically guaraniead
by the revolution, To her, women's libera-
tion means

first ol all, that since thae axploitaiion of woman
hoth s members of an oppressed class and as a
social group rests onan economic base, libera-
tion entails a restructuring of the economic sys-
tam and from thare Lhe superstracture which is
built anit. ..

Sacond, 1he broad masgses of Lhe Filipino peoplo
mst first be lioerated before any sactor, such
Az woamen, can be hberated, The primary ex-
plitative relation, tral bebween the Amenoan
imperialists and their landlord-compradar-
bureaucral capialist allies on the one hand, and
the Filigino massas on the ather, must firsl beall
destroned, | .

It s only by her full commitrmant in the straggle
Lo hherate (ke broad masses of the Filipinos
from foreign and tawdal aopression, the strug-
gle for national demaocracy that the Filiping can
prove hersalf truly the agqual of man,

Makibaka's poor recognition of the need to
raise concerns that at first glance seem to
belong to the "personal” and their inter-
connection with politics was criticized by a
certain Susan Ramirez {1972}, She attacked
the movement's "inability and unwilling-
ness to recognize the inter-ralationship of
the concrete aspects of our daily lives with
[its) overall theory.” She furtharasserls that

such an attiiude ignores that the simple social
and personal problems ol women have both
political as well as economic reasans and
ramifications. Instead, they are simply consi-
dered as "non-political’ imalevances, There-
lare, women whe jusl faver easy divorce, abor-
tions on demand. child day care centers, etc,,
are not pofitically motivated, nol politically
oriented, and consequently lost to. bolh
Makibaka annd the coming revolution.



