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Process in

both by the collective experience of the various peoples

and by the political systems they have established.
Parliamentary democracy, acquired with great hardship and
recovered after the intervals of fascism and nazism, appears
in its concrete form, as the unigue manner of political partici-
pation. Leaving aside the factual genesis and the underlying
philosophy on which parliamentary democracy is based allows
it to be established as an absolute parameter.

It is difficult for any human group in any culture to
renounce its own canons in order to read other realities,
Knowledge of history could surely contribute to a relativiza-
tion of judgments, on condition however that one takes into
account all the factors of the social constructions and in
particular the social struggles which have marked them and
continue to specify each one of them,

In several Furopean countries, the fact that one political
party defends the cause of Nicaragua is enough to make it
suspicious in the eyes of others, even those who have
expressed sympathy towards a people struggling for self-deter-
mination, Moreover, the image that West Europeans have
about socialist regimes of the East and the type of political
relations which were established between the two Europes
since the end of the Second World War, have considerably
contributed to the creation of stereotypes, thus making it
difficult to understand the Nicaraguan reality.

We can, therefore, understand why the theme of democ-
racy and the revolutionary process in Nicaragua requires a
serious effort on our part to step out of our categories and to
look at reality with new eyes, There is no question, of course,
of compromising on the principles of the liberation of peoples,
democracy, social and individual rights, but we must be aware
that such principles only exist within very precise historical,
social and cultural realities. This is true not only for Nicaragua,
but also for the European nations. The only wise attitude,
respectful of the differences, is to recognize this fact,

I n Europe, judgments about Nicaragua are largely colored
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I, Genesis and Constraints of the Political System

Two main lines of reflection are important about Nica-
ragua. The first one consists in understanding how from a
situation of economic dependence, of underdevelopment as
a way of life and of political dictatorship, a project of libera-
tion has been born and afterwards institutionalized, The
second one is the war situation which is prevailing since 1951,

1) The Social Genesis of the Political Organization

Inspite of its rapidity in its ultimate phase, the revolu-
tionary process has been the carrier of popular participa-
tion which has had hardly any precedent in Latin America.
This allowed the Sandinist Front to establish from the begin-
ning a political system with a very broad popular base and to
take a distance towards the project of political restoration
carvied on by the minority social classes which had dominated
the various phases of the history of the country since its
independence,

Nicaragua had never known democracy, even a parlia-
mentary democracy, as Furopesn countries have experieneed
it for more than a century, For Europe, we must not forget,
it was & progressive experience and quite imperfect. Elections
were hased on a client type of relationship between the
agrarian bourgeoisie and the peasants, when the latter were not
directly manipulated by the political regime. The Sandinist
Revolution has been the first experience of political partici-
pation by the whole population at large. But this did not
suffice to create a full political consciousness and a consider-
able work was left over the problem of transforming the
people as bearers of the revolutionary impetus and making
them the subject of the new economic, social, cultural and
political construction,

Now, such an objective is not exclusively accomplished
within the forms that we know in our European societies. The
originality of Nicaragua has been to combine initiatives of
direct participations, and economic reforms aimed at the
transformation of the social relations and classical forms of
parliamentary demacracy. Protagonists of ready-made models
are at a loss; hence, a great number of stereotypes which are
politically utilized.

There is no need to hide the fact that the Nicaragnan
project is a sooialist one. It is characterized by an economy put
at the service of the majorities and aimed at emancipating
itself from the logic of domination of the capitalist system.
It is also typified by participative political forms which gives
to the rural and urban majorities the real weight of their social
existence, destroying thereby the predominance of the social
classes: which had formerly monopolized power. Finally it
rests on an ideology including at the same time nation-building
and the reality of class struggle, with the peculiar characteristic

of the joint existence of a Marxist reference and a Christian
participation.

However two features are rather frightful for Westerners,
the concept of Marxism (especially Marxism-Lenindsm) and the

aid given by the socialist countries to the Sandinist Revolw |

tion, especially that coming from the USSR and from Cuba,
For the first point, we must put the Marxist approach within
its historical context in Central America. Therefore, we must
try to understand and judge il by the political practice of
Nicaragua and not by abstract definitions cleverly used to
create scarccrows. One example will suffice: the attitude
toward religion, which is quite different from that of most of

the East European countries or even of Cuba. Giulio Girardi

demonstrated well in his book on Marxism, Sandinism and

Cliristianity" , the exagt meaning of those orientations, at the

same time different and complementary. In particular he has
indicated the function accomplished by a non-dogmatic
Marxism in the direction of the Nicaraguan society.

The foreign aid of the socialist countries s first of all
geared towards a people trying to come out of poverty and
dependence and this is the reason of their economic, sanitary
and social initiatives. But inevitably such aid is also part of the
confrontation with the imperialism of the USA, which tries
to submit the Nicaraguan people to its injunctions. Tt §s good
to recall that the North American intervention in Nicaragua
and in Central America predated the Cuban Revolution of
1959, and even the Russian Revolution of 1917, A dozen

direct aggressions or occupations by the USA took place

within a century in Nicaragua alone.?
2} Thestate of war

Our second reflection is linked with the conditions of
the war. The long and difficult process of political institution-
alization mugt be accomplished in a war situation, Between
1981 and 1986, there has been more than 35,000 deaths in
Nicaragua; economic losses exceed one billion dollars; the
national budget, handicapped in that 50% is allocated to
defense expenditure. Military operations are financed and
directed by the US Government (legally and illegally) which
also imposed an economic boycott and embargo against
Micaragua,

All these explain the measures taken in Nicaragua which
are so difficult for us to understand in Europe: the declars-
tion of a state of emergency; suppression of the fubeas corpus
for violations connected with war operations; control of the
media for the information linked with the security of the
nation; closing down of La Prenss, after the position taken
by the newspaper in favor of the American aid to the
“contras” in June 1986; expulsion of Monsignor Pablo Vega,
bishop of Juigalpa, who also approved the same decision.

We must remember the real historical context. Nicaragua
is not living in normal circumstances, no more than France

during the "drole de guerre” in 1939-40 or Great Britain
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during the Second World War, No one can expect in such
conditions to see the institutions of a country function ac-
cording to a model of a nation at peace. However, facing the
increase of external agzression, the gravity of the economic
situation and the ever growing need for foreign aid coming
from the socialist countries, could one fear a stiffening of the
repime, an authoritarian drift, 4 renunciation of the initial
project? This is the question that many Europeans are asking
themselves.

Onge more it is imperative to abandon stereotypes to
angwer such questions. Objective factors do exist allowing one
to formulate such a hypothesis and nobody can deny the
reality and the possibility of such eventualities. But other
elements have to be brought in at the same time, namely the
fact that to be able to develop their project the Sandinists
must accelerate the processes of economic, social and cultural
participation, The contradictions brought by the counter-
revolution, trying to equate reality with the image created by
the “freedom fighters”, so dear to the heart of President
Reagan, are in fact resulting in just the opposite. Land reform
has been accelerated, especially in the war zones; elections
have besn organized ahead of schedule; a Constitution has
been voted: the law on Autonomy of the Atlantic coast is
being drafted; the integration of the private sector in the
sconomy i& continuing; the participative structures in the
peonomy and in the political management are being
institutionalized. Tt is thus another logic which is developing,
hased on factors as objective as thoss alluded to before,

One could think that this is too optimistic a view of
reality, As a matter of fact, difficulties are not lacking, the
dissatisfaction of urban middle classes has increased, the lack
of cadres is Teal, the political options of the summit are not
ahways lived in the same way at the base, the strength of the
external and internal opposition remains great. All this is true,
but the social dynamics has neither been suffocated by a
paralyzing bureaucracy, nor by the imposition of an author-
itarian political power, Let us now go further in the reflection
on the theoretical basis of the Nicaraguan reality.

II. The participation of the social actors

As we have seen, the fundamental orientation in
Nicaragua is neither one of a mere coup d'etat, nor the imposi-
tion of the pre-established model. It is characterized by new
practices, -new institutions, new symbols and ideological
productions, related to the hegemony of the majorities. To
analyze such a phenomenon we must at the same time be
faithful to the reality and to approach it with a dialectical
perspective, We are facing a process of social reconstruction
affecting at the same time the nation, the State and the civil
society, within the general framework of an agro-export
economy, It means that the constraints are great and thatina
short range the existing class structure will not go through
drastic changes® .

1) Muajorities, people and popular hegemony

It is important to clarify some concepts much used in
the case of the Nicaraguan revolution. “Majorities” is used to
define all the social groups who have been excluded from
political power, from the main part of the distribution of the
social product and from cultural participation at the national
level. Tt is not identified with a particular class, because various
sectors of the population are concerned; poor peasants, semi-
proletarianized peasants, social actors in the so-called informal
sectors of the economy, workers, indigenous populations,
etc. There was no important working class in Nicaragua at
the moment of the revolution and even if elements of it have
played a role in the process, it could not be the axis of the
revolutionary process,

Here comes the concept of people so much used in Latin
America and which has been the occasion of great controver-
sies in which we don't want to enter. Let us say for the
moment that in the Nicaraguan context, people means the
majorities who have been excluded in the varicus social
processes and who, after the Revolution, are forming the
center of the national and social reconstruction. In order to
understand better this reality and to analyze it in more theore-
tical terms, it is necessary to recall the type of society existing
during the Somoza regime. [t was characterized by a depend-
ent capitalism, mostly agrarian. From the sociological point of
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poplation af laree”,

view it means that the majority of the working force was not
really and’ directly submitted to the capital. The degree of
proletatianization was feeble and many pre-capitalist forms of
production existed in varions arcas of the economy: agri-
culture, artisanry, commerce, services, The sameswas true in
the field of local political organizations, the village, the small
town, the neighborhood. Many of the popular representations
were typical of & mythical way of thinking. All this was
possible, because the capital did not need to include the whols
of manpower in direct links of dependence and required asa
matter of fact, the existence and the development of such pre-
capitalist forms for its own reproduction,

The creation of 2 popular hegemony | which is the open
goal of the Sandinist Front, has te be understood in the same
perspective. 1t means from the negative point of view, the
negation of the logic of the capital which subordinates the
social accumulation to the satisfaction of its own needs and
from a positive point of view the increase of a popular power
able to orient general decisions in favor of the interesis of the
majorities. However, the realization of such a project meets
with contradictions because it has to be accomplished in the
process of a eclass struggle. [t is obvious that a part of the
bourgeoisie will react facing the “political alienation” that the
loss of hegemony means for it, even if the possibility of
producing,  investing and comsuming has been largely main-
tained. Though local investments rentability and even access
to foreign market is possible, the capital cannot utilize the
State any more as its own instrument nor can il constitute
itself as a financial capital and i3 unable to aceumulate abroad.
There exists thus the possibility of an enlarged reproduction of
the class, but no more aceess at the hegemonical direction of
society,

o el

“The Sandinist Revolution has been the first experience of political participation by the whale

The working class, reduced in number, has been recog
nized and better working conditions, more security in labor
contracis and social welfare have been introduced. However
some of the more immedizte demands have not been met,
hence various social conflicts and the interdiction of strikes
durlng the state of emergency.

Among the peasants, the situation s quite diversified.
These whe received land from Agrarian Reforms and integ.
rated in service cooperatives or in cooperatives of production,
are Denefitting the services of the State and of the UNAG
{pepsant’s professional organization). They represent about
T4 of the peasaniry. Parcellary proprigtors have been re
celving some services also, but their situation has not changed
fundamentally. Agricultural workers remain in the same rela-
tion of production, especially in the cattle breeding farms,
even if the labor legislation has been transformed. Migrant
apricultural manpower; necessary for the coffee and cotton
crops has been dmastically reduced by Land Reform, which
gave land to the landless or small parcellary peasants. This is
the reason why volunteers from the cities or from the coopera-
tives are necessary to assure the crops, especially in coffes
plantations.

The urban middle class has increased with the revolu.
tion through several mechanisms: increase of education, state
employment, etc. It is though, in a very ambiguous situation,
It is composed by different groups, some existing before (e.g.
merchants) and some relatively new (ie. the fruit of the revo-
lution}. They are generally characterized by a desire to
increase their consuming capacity, the model being the upper
classes with sumptuary habits and are attracted by the
American way of life, However, in the present circumstances
the consuming capacity is drastically reduced.
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If we look at the urban poor, living from many small
service activities, often of an unproductive nature, and dwell-
ing in the less privileged neighborhoods, we notice great ac-

| complishments by way of welfare measures: betterment of
the physical environment, electricity, water, health and educa-
tional services, etc. This is now handicapped by the war
eonomy, The Sandinist Front has a strong support among this
population, but the enormous difference still existing between
their living conditions and that of the bourgeoisie and the
| uncontrollable increase of new, wild urbanization in Managua
I ‘5 consequence of the war, is posing a real political problem.
All this shows that a great number of contradictions still
¢lst, Contradictions coming from the class structure, from the
| process of transformation and from the present war situation,
To build the popular hegemony, in the sense expressed above,
within such a dialectical process is the real challenge.

2l TheState

. It is obvious that the main instrument to achieve revolu-
| tionary transformations is the State; But there are various
‘conceptions of the role of the State in such a process. Let us
| see what is the practice of the Nicaraguan Revolution and how
‘they are defining their own poals.
. The final aim is the liberation of the people, which
| means not only a political change, but also a transformation of
| civil society. This is the objective of any socialist project.
| However there are several ways according to several con-
‘ceptions. One of them is to think in steps: first to conquer
| pewer, second to transform the economy and third to ac-
'_";J:Dmplish:_a popular revolution. The other one, already adopted
| by the Sandinist Front during the revolutionary struggle, is to
|| -envisage the transformation as a whole and not to separate
political power from the imperative of changing all the institu-
ions of civil society and from the transformations of the
“subject itself. In other words, make the state an actor of the
social construction, Of course,it remains to be seen how far
puch a theoretical approgich is translated into reality.
, The task is not easy. During the revolutionary process
4 certain unanimity had been achieved against the Somoza
tyranny, allowing a real agcumulation of forces and to a
{ certain extent a class alliance. Building the popular hegemony
| resulted in 4 more acute class contradiction on the political
level, when the prolongation of the mixed economy within the
|| framework of an agro-exportative model had as a conse-
| quence the reproduction of a class structure opposed to the
theoretical goal of the revolution. How does one resolve such
contradictions without establishing a State with power exclu-
sively dominated by a small “avant-garde™?
~ The Sandinist Front has acquired its legitimacy in the
liberation struggle. The various tendencies inside the Front,
which have led to splits at certain times, were more related to
revolutionary practices than to fundamental orientations.
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Therefore, it assumed the direction of the State during the
first period, even il a voice was given to other parties and to
other institutions in the Government and in the State Council.
With the election internationally supervised, this legitimacy
has been consecrated by a majority vote,
) However, such a political process could have remained
quite formal, if the other aspects of societal development
would not have been achieved. We will develop this aspect
later on, but let us reckon the literacy campaien, the health
organization, the eduvcational boom, the various popular
organizations in the economic, political and cultural fields.
Surely the Sandinist Front, as a party, possesses the
leadership of the political life. It plays at the same time the
role of a majority party and of a politico-ideological “‘avant-
parde” because of both its historical role and its popular pro-
ject. But it is not a one-party system. Three ather traditional
parties {(between 12% and 6% of the votes for each of them)
and three small parties (two of them at the left of the Front),
are represented in the Parliament, To the extent that some of
the parties (at least two of them) are representing the interests

of the bourgeoisie, it gives this class and also the middle classes

the possibility of participating in the national project. Of
course this pelitical pluralism does not respond to the
universal and ahistorical vision of it.

This brings us precisely to the nature of the opposition
in the new pelitical and social project. We can distinguish three
types. The first one is located inside Nicaragua and represented
by the parties that have participated in the elections. They
have accepted the national project and in particular, the
necessity of promoting a national consciousness vis-a-vis
American imperialism in the region, linked more with a geo-
political domination than to direct economic interests. They
have accepted also the necessity of social transformations, but
the parties either challenge the FSLN leadership or they
disapree with the institutional process or they advecate maore
radical measures in the economic and social fieglds.

Another type of internal opposition is the one which
refused to accept the channels of political expression. The
main traditional parties fall in this category. They could not
accept a project based on popular hegemony because they
represent the interests of the traditional bourgeoisie. They
continued to express themselves through the paper Lo Prensa,
which has been suppressed since middle of 1946, for the
regsons piven above, Also through some other institutional
channels, such as the Church’s institutions and the private
educational system.' Such opposition has little popular
support because it does not present a real national or popular
alternative to the Sandinist project. They are unable to meet
the needs of the majority nor assure the sovercigniy of the
nation, as is clearly demonstrated in the neighboring countries,
like El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and even Costa Rica,

The external opposition is constituted by the Contras.
There is no homogeneity among them, The first group has
been the Somozist National Guard, which continues to keep

the military leadership. Later, members of the bourgeoisie
joined and exercised political leadership, not without certain
contradictions according to their political origin or their eco-
nomic positions, Certain leaders of the Miskitos disillusioned
at the beginning of the Revolution by the too narrow concept
of nation-building of the Sandinists, are also a part of this op-
position.* The majority of the actual fighters are members of
small urban or rural middle class, small peasants disillusioned
by the Land Reform, agricultural workers whose patrons are
in favor of the condras, Miskitos and other peasants recruited
by force during the operations apainst the villages and the
cooperatives. Their total npumber is estimated to be about
15,000, Without American support in the direction of the
military operations, they would not be able to continue
existing. The popular base of the contras is not existent and
government control through the local militia and the army
iz solidly established. However, the coniras, capable of mas-
sacring people in the local communities made quite a dent in
the economy of the country,

It is now more than ¢ years that the new political regime
has been facing the difficulties and the contradictions
explained above. One can ask if the internal logic of the
process itself did not develop another situation than the one
foreseen theoretically. In other words, how did the relations
between the party and the State evolve and how has the link
between the Front and the popular orpanizations heen
defined? It is of course, very difficult to answer such funda.
mental questions in few words, We would like only to give
some. indications. Surely the accusation of confusion between
Party and State are not lacking, They are mostly formulated
by the opposition, inside and outside, Facts are alluded to: the
only television network iz the “sandinist television system™;
the compulsory military service is accomplished in the “sandi-
nist army”; mass organizations are “‘sandinist” (the main
youth movement, CDS [Committees for the Defense of the
Sandinist Rewvolution], the main trade-union CS5T [Sandindst
Workers's Central] ete.}).

Even when the theoretical definitions are clear, it s
evident that the concrete realities can possibly lead to confu-
sions. This obliged the Sandinist Front for example to serious-
ly reform the CDS in 1985, their internal logic having tended
to monopolize local power too exclusively in the hands of
party members. The preoccupation of the Front to remain a
popular party has moderated the tendency which exist in any
State bureaucracy to establish itself” as the universal reference,
However, it is not easy given the heritage of the former pre-
revolutionary administration what with its grave lack of pro-
fessional preparation among functionaries and the ideclogical
weakness of some of the new bureaucrats,

T The Civil Society

Power wag not the only purpose of the Sandinist Front,
To exercise a moral leadership, it took initiatives in all the
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domains of civil society, A double task had to be accomp-
lished, to transform the past and to create new ways, On the
basis of the principles explained above regarding popular
hegemony, mixed economy, political pluralism, ieligious
freedom, nation-building and people’s participation, institu-
tional transformations have taken place. In the domain of
Law, for example, the previous code was not abolished but
new progressive regulations were introduced and a new Consti-
tution elaborated after a long preparation, including studies in
various West European and Latin American countries.

The same can be said about the medical institutions.
The recognition of health as a social right resulted to the
organization of health centers all over the country, to the
campaigns of popular education, to the constitution of health
brigades in the field of social hygiene, ete, However, private
medicine continued to exist. If we take the educational sector,
the enormous efforts made by the State to build new schools
did not hinder the flourishing of institutions, Planning in those
sectors has its requirements and the private sector must enter
in a national coordination, (It has been the case, for example,
of the Centro-American University directed by the Jesuits.)

Contradictions have been revealed in the process as some
transformations have not been done without severe conflicts,
It has been the case for example with the Red Cross, -a
traditional monopoly of the bourgeoisie in Central America.
The content of education programmes and values, has-also
been the occasion of disagreements and conflicts reflective
of the existing contradictions, especially among the schools
functioning directly as reproductive mechanism of the higher

classes which ran contrary to the views of some bureaucrats or
the approaches of some Marxist cadres.

Many other fields of the civil society have been also
transformed. Let us take for example the economic organiza-
tions of the agricultural sector. The first creation of the Front
has been the ATC, a rural trade union. In 1981, the small
producers have quit the organization because of their struc-
tural differences with the agricultural laborers. The UNAG
(Union of Agriculturalists and Cattle breeders) was thus
formed for the small producers. As said before, all this reflect
the contradictions existing in the rural society and to a certain
extent what could be called as the class strupgle in this area.
What we have noticed about the health and the education
systems can also be applied here,

The various new organizations of the civil society are
orented. to popular participation. The cooperatives: for
example, being of small dimension, are left free to establish
themselves their rules, to organize the work, to decide about
the use of surplus. It is impressive to see after a few months
how former agricultural laborers were able to take decisions,
have acquired new professional capacities, entered in new
approaches towards reality and developed a social and political
consciousness, Various factors have contributed to this
namely; their participation m the local militia, the prog-
rammes of adult education, the help of the UNAG, etc. But
this would not have been possible without a general approach
of the situation of the peasants.

In a survey that we have made about the representations
of health and illnesses among the lower classes in Nicaragua,

we have noticed that sole alphabetization was not changing

fundamentally the mentalities of the people and that it was
necessary to include a transformation of the economic and
social base of the groups. Otherwise, new practical knowledges
could easily be absorbed within a mythical way of thinking,
Typical of this were the answers of some peasants about the
origin of illnesses. They explained that they were produced by
migrobes, but that those microbes were sent by the bad eye.’

Cultural factors are essential in-a process of social trans.
formation and among them, cultural expressions. One of the
characteristics of the Nicaraguan revolution has been the
production of popular poetry, theatre, music, paintings. It is
true that all those processes are far from being linear. They
only develop themselves within numerous contradictions,
superficial or more fundamental, resulting in discussions or in
conflicts, solved through consensus or at times through authe-
ritarian intervention, Reality is generally the fruit of a mixture
of processes. Mo doubt that the war situation and the
economic difficulties have an impact on them, but anywhere
it is possible, the response of the Front has been to increase
popular participation. In situations of real danger for the
revolutionary project, repressive measures have been taken
(closure of La Prensa, expulsion of bishop Vega, censorship,
emergency suspension of the right to strike, ete.). It would be
naive to affirm that it does not provoke contradictions, but
not in the way the opponents abroad express them,
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IV. Religion and Church-State relations

Religion has always plaved an important role in Nica-
ragua, as one of the main components of the system of
meanings, as an important element of social reproduction in
the traditional society when the feast of the local saint was the
main symbolic expression of the social groups and finally, as a-
politically influential institution. The Sandinist Revolution has
changed the position of the Catholic Church in the Nicaraguan
society and it is important to indicate in which sense,

First of all, we must recall the role played by Christians
in the revolutionary process. Basic Communities have contri-
buted to create the social basis of the Front, especially in some
rural regions. Lay movements have been at the origin of a new
social and political consciousness among members of the bour-
peoisie and of the middle class, who became key personalities
in the Revolution, Members of the clergy have plaved an
eminent role in various sectors, during the revolutionary
process and today, even inside the State apparatus, But it is
not only in the motivation of social actors that religion has
played a role. The transformation of religious thinking has
permitted the development of a new concept of God, among
Catholics and Protestants, a God present in history through
the incarnation of Jesus Christ. It is no more a God far away
from the concrete situation of human beings but the God of
the poor we can meet in the street and as spoken in the mifsa
campesing. Such a new awareness developed in the Basic
Christian Communities under the leadership of peasants and
which resulted also in a new social ethics quite in correspond-
ence with the Sandinist project.

During the last & years, Christians have been active in
the Nicaraguan society and the Church of the poor inspite of
the numerous obstacles put by some'religious leaders. Though
those Christians refused the identification of the Church with
the social and political project of the bourgeoisie, they do not

want to appear as building another Church and therefore

always have refused the qualification of a *popular Church”,
The reading of the Bible and a familiarity with the Gospel have
greatly contributed to such commitments.

One can be astonished to see an important part of the
clergy and of the bishops adopting an attitude of opposition
against the Sandinist regime, with arguments varying from
accusations of atheism to accusations of persecution, But it
would be too long to go through all the possible explanations,
from the reality of local incidents interpreted as policies, to
the assimilation of the Sandinist policy with the one of some
Communist countries of Eastern Europe or of the Cuban
revolution at its beginning. Yet the main explanation is
probably the fact that the Church as gn institution has lost a
great part of her former social space, considered by some as
indispensable for her mission. As a matter of fact, the Church
has no more the monopoly of giving meanings for the popular
groups. She became a minority in the organization of the

educational system, because half the population of Nicaragua
has been transformed into a school, She is no longer the main
organizational power in the health system, now that it has
heen recognized as a social right and not only as a field for the
exercise of charity. The development projects of the Church
are now integrated in a totality, of which she is only a small
part, now that the whole country has been transformed in a
great development project, All this means the loss of a ¢ertain
type of social space for the Church, a space necessary to
exercise an influence through institutional power in civil
society. But at the same time, the new possibilities for evange-
lization were neglected and the repressive attitudes against the
Christians engaged in the revolutionary process have ofien
resulted in a suicidal type of pastoral work.

The conflict between the State and the Catholic Church
has been very acute. It seems now to have entered in a less
heavy confrontation what with the dialogue proposed by Presi-
dent Ortega and which has been accepted by Cardinal Obando
v Bravo after the arrival of the new muncio,

It is difficult to conclude when a process is still goin on,
We have only tried to indicate what were the main lines of the
evolution. For sure, it {s important to take the necessary
distances from our own situations in order to understand what
is happening in Micaragua, But it is also necessary to adopt a
similar perspective on the fundamental issues of society? fi{

Motes

! Guilio Girardi, Sendinismo, Morxismo 1 Cristonimo, Nue
vomar, Mexico, 1985,

A4 a ma'_t_ter of fact, the attitude of the representatives of the
socialist coundries and of Cubsa in patticular, has been always restrained,
About the nternational relations, they have. recommended to the
Wicaraguans to be prudent, because in the event of an American direc!
intervention, none could come to their help, neither the Cubang,
who would be the first victims, nor the Soviets, whose Hnes-of com-
munjcation are far too long Moreover the Soviels would not sk a
Third World War for a regional conflict, The same appears to be trueat
the level of internal gcomomic, soctal and cultural policies. Too radical

megsures gould precipitate the country into praver difficulties, with the.

tisk of an economic ::utas!i'uph:.r, precisely the gosl of the U5A and
which the socialist countries would be unable to compensate, This
the reason why the ided of two tmperlatism confronting each othier n
the region, propounded by some of the opponents, i without any
logieal . foundation, be it economic, poltical or cullural (nol even
religicins).

I yse Luis Commaglo, Nicaragies, Revolucion .y Democracfa, Ed,
Linea, Managa, 1985,

“The case of Eden Pastora, who organdsed & guerilla movement
operating from Costa Rica, is probably more related with a question of
personal degire: for power than with a political preject.

*F, Houtart and G, Lemercinier, Loy representgoiones de fa salud
¥ de oy enfermedades en lot medior poptilares nirales v urbanor de
Micarggua, Centre de Recherches socho-religiouses, Louvein-la-Meuve,
1986,
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