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APPENDIX 4.5

CITIZENSHIP OF JUSTICE CLAUDIO TEEHANKEE SR.

In 1982, the justices of the Supreme Court resigned in toto because
chief justice Enrique Fernando had authorized the adjustment of the
bar exam score of Gustavo Ericta, son of justice Vicente Ericta, thus
giving the younger Ericta a passing mark. Majority of the justices—even
constant dissenter Justice Claudio Teehankee Sr.—were reinstated.
However, the issue of Teehankee’s citizenship—which had cropped up
before when he was to be appointed by Ferdinand Marcos as
undersecretary in the department of justice—was resurrected while
Teehankee’s reappointment was in process. After resolving the issue
twice before, the issue was raised again, apparently by Marcos himself,
when Teehankee was up for consideration for the position of chief
justice given his seniority (see Reed 1985). This suggests that Marcos
was perfectly comfortable with Teehankee being the Court’s token
dissenter, but he could not tolerate having the Court’s primus inter
pares be an opponent of his regime.

Reference
Reed, Jack. 1985. “Marcos Orders Probe of Supreme Court Member.” United Press

International, 9 May. https://www.upi.com/Archives/1985/05/09/Marcos-orders-
probe-of-Supreme-Court-member/4023484459200.

Source
Presidential Commission on Good Government Files (through Meynardo Mendoza

and the National Historical Commission of the Philippines), Roll No. 257, File
Nos. 1442–3 and 1483–85.

https://www.upi.com/Archives/1985/05/09/Marcos-orders-


480  KASARINLAN VOL. 27 (2012)–VOL. 28 (2013)



481APPENDIX 4.5         CITIZENSHIP OF JUSTICE CLAUDIO TEEHANKEE SR.



482  KASARINLAN VOL. 27 (2012)–VOL. 28 (2013)



483APPENDIX 4.5         CITIZENSHIP OF JUSTICE CLAUDIO TEEHANKEE SR.



484  KASARINLAN VOL. 27 (2012)–VOL. 28 (2013)


