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THE AQUINO CABINET:
An Interesting Mix of Traditional Minds, New Blood and
Progressive Spirits

The compagition of the Aquine Cabivet fay made FoVEFRmEn
wareltitiy an increasingly interesting area of polliical inguiry. The wmen
and wanien wio now fegd the povlows minietries and presidentiol com-
midssiony come from different political persieayions, and the approgehes
rhey will take rovwards national reconstiction will be varied and wy
avelt be controversial. Newlv-relensed political detafnes Ed de le Torre
Hens the governmen! to o “premafire baly™ born wiet of multiole
parentage, and the Cabiret seems 10 be o veflection of this.

Aquina’s sarly appointriens of uan Ponce-Enrile as Miniveer af
Matianal DL‘_:'-E.':I.\'r' CRRLE QF RO Serprise o Har ax Fre MATS (If@ﬁm',r;g,ll}; o
af the “heroes of the fiowr' While viany concede Enile’s decisive rode
i the Hebruary everits, it oppointrent o g peey powarfil ot tion has
made Some Seefors wary, Questions abour s politiva! PaEr fhe way the
chief administrator of wartisl law wneil Fabian Ver edeed bim our of
power G the T80s), Ais alleged dnvalvemend nothe “Widden weaith ™
LoRfFOversy, of well g8 possibi Dy hivnan Wi viokaeions baee recenily
surfaced, add some gronps have asked for Bis resimation peniding the
regoltion of there casey,

For Toiy pary, Lnrile s moode Evowse bis willingress o be inveini-
mereed o the dwues raived apainst fm. He bas ol ropertediv empio-
sized that the widttary s sebordinate to chvilion rele and has constantly
professed T loyalty to President Agudno and the Filipine peaple,
Nevertheless, Knrile & among those elosely wataled by graups ke the
Left, ond some elepients I the military iself

Meauwfiile, the appedntment of Geneeal Fidel Ramos o5 Cheet af

Sraff seemy to have been bebter recalved, althought s es with the ©F
have mof escaped the ever af the wmore vislfart observers. Ranics i
ke to be an honest and professionsd soldior, and in the e position
ter instivuie reforms iw the weilitary,

The traditionel polificlens alsoomuke wp o pact of the Cobinel, §ed
by Fiee-president Salvedor Lawrel, who is give Foreim A Jtairs Mivister,
oy grong) dnelides foreeer assseanblvmen ke Aguiling Pimientel {1 oeal
Gaverniendy  Ministers, Luls Villaflorte fRecveanization  Comtlie
signer] and Ramon Miva (A gicudnre Minister). Wiile sonssituting ovie
political tewdency, they are olviously wot @ oohesive group o thir
constent bickerings have shown, Conflicts based on povty difforences
{ LVIDE versns FOP. Laban) are evidénr, fndicating tiat party Mioress
S gatern thelr respecive maves,

dfagarel @5 righily warched by werioneliss growps for iy simpafdes
iowards U8 fnferesis in the Philiopdtes. A ovecial fssue &5 the Tovmiila-
fiorr of the couniery policy towards ASEAN aud the U8 bases fove,
Lavret wilf precictabiiy be pree- 8,

Making wp g retatively stzoable bioe i the Calinet are pew S
frcan the hastress sector led by Fingnce Minisier Saime Owgpin and
Minisrer of Teade and fadustey Sose Concepeion ferstwhile NAMFREL
Chatraar). Thiv growp, wiich wads itwelt particularly promient during
Cory Aguinas campalen, & o Strong advocete of TMFP-World Bank
MEEsFes to resolve fhe eoonomio ot The athors are Heglth Minister
Alfreda Bengzon, Touvism Minisrer Antonio Gonzales, Teodore Loestu
af the Information Ministey, and Lowedes Quisninbing of Education
ated Cilture. They are also a varded lor in revss of arganizitiona!

affiliations, business interesty and political fncling tions. fhgpin, of

Bevguet Corp,, belorgs 1o o post-Augnst 24 growr af bustressmen,
calted Manindigan, and so does Bengzon. Gonzales s also o prondsent
businessman, owner of Mondvagon Dndusiries, whose building was used
ar Cory Aquine § electoral campaign headquarcers, Locsin comes from a
family that owned the defuncr Philippine Free Press which Marcos
clofed dowe fn 1972 fie reportedly wrote teveral of Coey canipatin
specehes (hasnumbing, president of the Cotholie Educators dstociation
af the Phifippines, i knows fa be close to the new prevident’s eivele of
Seswie advizer,

Prominent individials strongly critical af the Marcor reglie fave
bl appeinted fo gentitive gavernnient posiiions. Nationalise lwyer
and human eighty porivise Jove ek, thrown into Jail In L9722 has
heen appeinted 1o head @ commission et will favestigate fuman
rights welations committed wndor the Marcos povernment. Diokno fay
maide i krown that noone will be spared from the Investigations, in
answer foguestions abont prabable wiflitary invelvement in the caset
Sovita Salongs, exiled o the U5 av the height of maviial low, wer
assigned lo rid the bureaticracy of graft end cormprion as hemd of the
Cownmiisston o Good Government, Hic i an anenpisble Jeh cone
widderipg the entount of work e hay fo attend to, ineluding the retrieval
af Mareos' lidden wenlth.

Mot a few governrianl watchers fave remarked that to quality for
the Cubinel, one has to be o MABINID howver, MABINT for the Move-
tent of Attoeners for Brotherliond, Iniceeity and Narionalism)
renthery ocoupy steatemic positions i goversment and they include
Fresidential Spokesnan Rene Supuitas, Grecutive Reergtary Joker
Arearve, his Depuey Fulpencio Factoran, Customs Chrmisiones W
herto Tanada and Labor Minisrer Arggesto Senchier, Aetive ang vinible
dieriniz Cory Aguing’s campaion, they are knowss fo be chanpions af
femiane vighty and wationalisin, A few are sven identified a5 Raving
Slaftier® ddeas. Already, MOLES Sanclior has caught attention for iy
expiowial of so-called “socinlist " policies for the ministr

Imporlant positions have also zone to socalled sireat el e -
fortans, The Minisiry of Social Services and Development is headed by
Lo Mita Pardo de Tavers, with Prof, Kaving David as her deputy. Both
are feading members of an orgaiization of professionalt, EAAKBAY,
Feopisin. Guingong of BANDILA & Audiz Commigrioner, while left-
fearing BAYAN's dlex Fadille banded o fob as Customs Colleetor.

Apart fromi a few kold-overs from the Marcos government, the
Aguine Colrinet & composed of mien and wamen wha have Segported
Craey s condidaey. A few Bad resigned from theiy arganizations when
thise orwizations opted fo boveort the polls. Indesd they are repre-
tentaiive of the varied lot of Filininos wha helped in the cirmpalzn for
Coory, guavded Mieir Ballors, participated in the Luneta rallies, and kept
vl ar fIINA,

The Cabinet wembery hewselees gre wateliinz eaely other 't mager,
which, if influenced by their bockprounds and beliefi, van mill the
Cabiner inte varied diveetions, It weuld therefore serve the purpose of
peaple power I the people kept on their wigll, 1Ry time on e movern-
ment iEelfl to see o it that they do not stray rom the poals af rebuild-
ing the econamy, enfiancing the democratization process and charling
@ development program fop e peaple.
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Jubflant Aguino supporters awive wt the Rizal Park, Manils for Hurksgivdng mavs and rallv, 2 Mareh 108G,

Fhoto faken By Alberio Margieez af AR cowrtesy of Mr, & Mis.




