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FROM THE THIRD WORLD STUDIES DESK

This 15 the maiden issue of KASARINLAYN, the quarterly
journal of the Third World Studies Center. This now journal is
meant to lake the place of the mimeographed individual
papers through which the Center, for the last eight years, his
sought o introduce a Third  Worldist approach fo the muni-
fold local, national and global problems facing humankind.
This approach is characterized by the perception that the root
causes aft Third World poverty and oppression are to he found
in the persistence of imperialist domination and of client
authoritarian states. The wision that animates il is the quest
fur authentic national liberation, and popular democracy,
peopleariented development, and world peace

The primury objectives of KASARINLAN are:

*ro promote new paradigms for grappling with Third World
realities,

*to contribute 1o the formulation and clarification of altema-
Lwve modes in the political, economie, and cultural spheres:
#and to explore various ways of enciching and strengthening
popular initiatives towards the desirable formation of society.
KASABRINEAN i the Diliping word lor guioinamy. Webster's
Third New International Dictonary lsts at least three im-
purtant meanings of the term which resonate Tundamental
Third World aspirations: 1. the quality of being independent,
free amd sell-directing: 2, the desres of self-determination or
political control possessed by a minority group, tevritoral
division, or political unit in its relations to the state or poli-
tical communily of which it forms a part and extending from
local  selfsovernment to full independence: and 3. the
savereipnty of reason in the sphere of morals or possession of
maral freedom or self-determination.”

Why KASARINLAN then? Why autonomy? Because this
single word epitomizes the historic quest of all Third World
peoples — of nations in search of nationkood, of ex-colonies
secking o complete the process of decolonization, 4 quest
that has been intercepred at almost cvery point by modern
imperialism, The term also affirms the right to life and to
selldirected arowth, not only of individuals but also of entire
nations and communities who must often exist in an environ-
mentl characterized not simply by diversity, but by the hege
many of one group over others, And lastly, the word under-
seores the primacy of reason, a lesson that necds o be con-
stantly reiterated because the process of history-making and
history-writing in which we are engaged s so olten fetterad
by the easy recourse to dogma, whether moral, intellectual or
political.

KASARINIAN 5 being launched with the awareness. thal
many journals often disappear after the first issue. This is
especially true in the Third World where it is most tempting
to allovate searce (unds to activities more overtly political
than putting out a jowmnal. Yoo KASARINVLAN 15 bemng
launched also with the thought that much publishing and
theorizing ahout the Third World is taking place in Firsl
World capitals, Must the First World also now speak Tor us?
Don't we have our own voices, must we nat ¢reate our own
spaces [or articulating even just our own confusion
EASARINLAN represents a deep veaming to participate auteo-
nomously in the global debute. This is its most important
rationale.

Eandoli” 8. David
Editor




