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ot another, its speaker fatled to attend,
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Prof. Alexander Magno (Acting director, Third World Studies Center):
In the past manths, the TW5C has held the Academe Meets the Palitical
Parties lecture series which featured the leaders of the major political parties,
namely, the Nacionalista (Nationalist) Part (NP), the Liberal Party (LF), the
Laban ng Demokratikong Piliping {Fight of the Democratic Filipino: LDP),
and the Partido ng Masang Pilipino (Party of the Filipino Masses: PMP), in a
dialogue with members of the academe.

As a finale tothe series, we leave the world of the traditional paliticians
1o venture into the non-traditional end of Philippine politics inhabited by
different groups collectively known as the people’s movement., These are the
hardened veterans of the parliament of the streets who now finid themselves
sudden amateurs in the battle for the parliament of the state, For the comi n(;gf
alections force on all who seek meaningful social change, the urgent task
defining and redefining the role of elections in the struggle for social
iransformation. We hold this forum among the different tendencies of the
progressive movement not only to hear their respective analyses butalsoto
identify commen thoughts that would hopefully pave the way for common
action.

As a way of structuring this forum better, the speakers were provided a
set of questions, sent beforehand. The first set of questions is conjunctural.
Given the current state of the progressive movement and the society as a
whole, how could progressives meaningfully participate in the coming
alections? What are the pros and cons of joining or supporting existin
political parties? Is it feasigle for the progressive movement to form a broa
electoral coalition and are your groups willing to join?

The second set is strategic, Given the retreat of the orthodoxy that saw
elections as nothing mare than as instruments of class domination, t!}';e decline
of armed struggle as the primary means of seizing state power, and the steady
rise of alternative modes of struggling and empowering besides the electoral
and the armed; how must progressives integrate elections in their theory of
social change and reconstruction? What is the role of elections both in the
empowerment of the people and the wrestling of power by the people? What
is the relation between electoral struggle and other forms utp struggle em-
ployed by various people’s movements?

Aside fram our invited speakers, we have here a statement from the
former National Demoeratic Front (NDF} chairperson Satur Ocampo. Mr.
Ocampo is presently under military custody so he could not join us today in
this forum, We will start the forum by reading the letter of Mr. Ocampo.

VWarmest greelings to all the participants in this forum.

Hhanik the Third Wsld Studies Center forasking formy comments
onthe view or positionof the MNational Demecratic Front as regandsthe
1992 nationaland local elections, | shall try to respond biiefly, withoul
the assumption that | speak for the NDE, Having been jn ool [ty
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detention with my wite and comade; Bobbie Malay, formorethantwa
years nove denled visitors outside of Emily and a few friends, | cannot
be expectedio be so up-to-dateonthe MOF's positions on thisand other
i Sl

W may all agree that the Philippine elecioml system has béen
historically desigred forthe Upper classes and thereby dominated and
manipulated by them through their factions masquerading as political
parties andthe means of mass coercion and persuasion at their disposal
- guns, goons, and gold, as these are commonly. known — o
perpetuate their bald on state power and the economic levers of the
nation,

Linless fundamentally reformed - and this can be achieved only
incansonancewith a profound reformation of the political system itsell
-= the electoral system as it is will contlnue o exclude the masses of
workersand peasants and the lower stratum of the middle classes from
effective patticipation in government

This, in brief, 1think Is how the MNIODF vievs the existing electoral
system. Sorhow 1o g0 from hered

[ September 1990, the MOF presented to President Corazon C.
Auiive a proposal for bilateral peace talks between itself and the
government, sending & similar proposal the following month 10 the
miultisectoral peace advocates headed by Sen. Wigherto E, Tanada.
The proposal called for “commen understanding and  determined
actien™ i eustanding national questions, including “palitical and
electoral reforms e remove undus advantages of upper class parties
and lo énsure effective paricipation of the workers, peasants, and the
middle social strata i gavenment.”

To facilitate the: accomplishimest of the desired political and
electoral reforms, as well a5 1the sther measures pertaining to democ-
racy and to national soveeeignty and independence, the NDF sug-
sested the “immediate broad basing of the government through an
interim council of national unity that invelves the signiiicant represen-
tation of the toiling masses, middle social sirta, and the national
minorities, and that directs constitutional and social reforms . The goal
is'a broad-based government of natlonal unity, salvarlon, and recon-
struction,

Giiven the qualivy and the requisites of the political and elecioral
reforms envisloned by L NDF, we cannot see their fulfilment before
the 1992 elections, The Aquinc government has refused tolalk directly
with the WOF national leadership, and its appainted representatives in
exploratory, talks with the multisectoral peace advocates have net
even commented on aiy of the speciiic ptoposals that the MO faidon
thetable. Even ifthe Aquine government were io agree now tosit down
and try' 1o hammer out a comman understanding with the NDF, the
negotiation process would probably take a longer tme than whal the
remaining months of the regime could allow,

Thus, non-upperclase parties and people’s oreanizations(POs)
engaged Inthe electoral struggle will again not be given an equal
chance to campaign, much less win, in the 1992 electoral process.
And, nawrally, the NEF along witli its affiliated organizations will
remain legally bared from laking part in the process,
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Monetheless, the MNOF recognizes the usefulness of the 1932

elections as a good oppoerunity for camying aceoss (o the broadest
range ofthe population, add o the electorate n panticular, the national
democratic standon the outstanding national questions. Call it propa-
ganda, political education, conscientization, or whatever -- the
averarching ohjective is to raise the people’s peditical consciousness
about the roots-of ourworsening natlonal. protlems and how these
could be salved with their efiective participation,

From the MDF peintof view, the following factors, amang others,
miake the 1992 elections signilicant:

« The continuing fight agalnst the US milllary bases and US
denriration;

» Thecontinuing search ofthe people for genuine aliematives lo
the political structure that has bired endemic corruptionin government
and the economic programs and policies that have caused their
comtinuaus Tmpoverishment;

= The people’s dashed expectations for meaningful improve.
mierts in their lives since 1986, with the revival of pre-martial law
reactinnary politics; and

» Revolutionary politics, of new politics, hasalreadly ke itsed]
feltonthe traditional partiss and politicians as evidenced by theetforts
of some to project themeelves .as sincere athvocates of peo-people
Causes,

By this time, | believe; the NDF shall have reckoned with the
lessons derived from certain inappropelate policies and tacticsin the
past that deterred or discouraged national democralic-oriented oiga-
nizations from actively participating in elite-dominated elections. |
believe the NOF ismow determined o encobrage these organizations
tofully exercise theirinitiative inthis regard, 1o pursue broad caalitions,
alliances, and various working relationships with other palitical forces
to attain conwmon goals, electoral or othepvise,

i striving 1o build broad coalitions and alliances. these organi-
zations need fio longer be hobbiled by having to nsist that comman
programs or calls 1o action always carry the most revolulionary
palitical positions. Flexibility aughtio bethe e when playling in the
arena of reactionary palitics. This is to avoid prolonged bitler and
unreselved debates, recriminations, o wirse, splitsand pullouts frotn
the coalition or alliance. =

The undergroundrevolutioniary forces assumethe primary task of
projecting and carrying forward the mast revolutionary positicns
possible, working as they do outside (e reactionary political process
hulinco‘njum:liunwlmorganiznﬁansandnmmntssaekingchmg
within the limits of the political process,

Inthe electoeal struggle, unlied or coordinated endeavors shiould
focus an advancing throughdul the campaign period, public discus-
sions of the Issues regarding the prevalence of poverty, injustice,
national oppression;:and the question of a just peace. Eqpual’eforts
should beapplied to suppart, in order o win, candidates for national
andlocal seats who carry pro-pecple programe and jssues with proven
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comviclion. In the past, overstress on mass polilical education or
confutlon ac lo the peinclpal goal of panicipation relegated to lower
pricirity the sfoal of getting candidates to win. That may have deprived
the progressive movement of mose elective officials who would have
amplified the people’s cause in legislative and other government
bodies.

While we must ertertain no illusions that the progressive popular
coalitions, alliances, and movements can significantly influence the
retulis of the 1992 electhons. ghven the fact of buili-in hazards in the
elictoral system, Dwrie offorts can achiove the following:

= Expose the skl and dupliciious electoral platlorms of the
upiperclass parties and thair irmelevance 1o the people’s needs;

* Rally the poople around an altemative politics thal is roated in
thele asplrations and that can Dowrdsh and become dominant through
thie assertion of thelr ewn political powern: and

* Enabile s many progresshve candidates i possible fowin seats
in the kocal councils and in the national legislative chambers,

I hope thiat theso humble comments can contribule somehow to
this forum’s oamaest effon 1o evolve o consensus or a cammon.ground
foe united action in the 1992 slections.

Thank you,

We shall now move on 1o the live panel.

Our first speaker, Mr. Florengio ““Butch” Abad, was elected to Congress
inspite of the odds mentioned in Mr. Ocampo’s statement. He then resigned
his seat in order to assume the secretaryship of the Department of Agrarian
Reform, but that position was denied him by the Congress' commission on
appointments. He now directs Project 2001, a netwark of non-governmental
organizationsiNGOs) concerned with their role in elections.

Atty. Abad: Firstly, | would just fike to explain what Project 2001 is all
about. It was to be called Project 2000 but we discovered that there was a
charismatic movement that carried the name Project 2000. 5o we decided to
add 1" and called it Project 2001.

Project 2001 isnotsimply a deadline or atitle we came up with toattract
attention, The name signifies the commitment of the NGO to get involved
in the electoral process not only tactically but also in a long-term way. It is
concerned not only with such activities as raising popular consciousness,
usingthe elections as an occasion for organizing the people, or an opportunity
for flexing our organizational muscle or mabilizing people, but it is more
concerned with achieving key electoral victories in 1992 and beyond,

Project 2001 is essentially an electoral movement of NGOs. From
February 8 to 10,1991, about eighty-five NGOs from various parts of the
country met and reflected on what role they will play in the 1992 elections.
They asked themselves whether they will participate, ott, or just remain
as spectators, The unanimous decision was to get invalved not only in the
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1992 elections but in subsequent elections as well, Thisisanew development
among NGOs so many are asking why in the past, NGGs did not want to get
invalved in elections or politics, Why are they now getting into politics?

First, it should be made clear that NGOs recognize that the struggle for
social transformation walks on many legs, so to speak. On the one hand, we
aet involved in pressure politics by marching in the streets and being in
political mass movements. We also get involved in building alternatives in
communities through our soclal development warks. During the said meet-
ing, the NGOs expressed the need to study how electoral politics can advance
their political, economic, and social alternatives. The NGOs thus saw the
need to study 1992,

We in the NGOs realize that the electoral arena is one of the various
venueswhereinwe could function and push for the programs that would help
our ceuntrymen. What is more important to recognize is that there are
conjunctures in our society’s history when we should either concentrate on
mass mobilizations or on participation in elections or on community work.
Our focus depends on our analysis of a particular situation, Whether we
functionin the electoral, inthestreets, or inthe community, whatis important
is that POs and NGOs have a strong base in whatever arena so that they will
be flexible. So the primary task is to establish and strengthen bases especially
among the basic sectors for whom most of our programs for chanpe are
conducted. This is the given context that gave rise to the decision 10
participate in elections.

Non-governmental arganizations realize that they have little experi-
ence with the electoral struggle. The little that they have has not been
encouraging. Thisis because-- as Mr. Ocampo has pointed out - the electoral
process in general is still dominated by those wheo have the resources and
capacity to win elections. But we also realize that the situation |s not that
single-tracked If we study our past experiences with elections as well as our
present observations of it, We also have to take seriously the surveys and our
own observations in our stay in the provinces. Both show that many of our
countrymen still consider elections as one way of effecting change in the
leadership and initiating programs for change. This is the point of view of our
‘ma:uple so that they will vote and participate in elections no matter what, The
atest survey of the Sacial Weather Stations (SWS) says that 94% of aur people
still see elections as a means by which to effect change. We wonder why.
Maybe ane reason why this is so is because our people do not see any other
alternative means by which to change society, thusthey see that the only way
to do this Is by participating in elections.

The NGOs think that if we intend to take elections seriously, then we
should start building an electoral infrastructure, If we look atitasa long-term
commitment then it should be about time that we produced people who
understand the complexities of this arena as well as the institutions and
programs thatwould help us have a fighting chance. So our primary taskisto
estahlish an electoral infrastructure,
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The NGOs also see indicators and conditions that could possibly point
to our good chances of achieving victory in the event that we support or field
candidates. One of these is the demographic profile of the voters of 1992,
Most of them are young. According to Commission on Elections (COMELEC)
Chairpersan Christian Monsed, four million will be voting for the first time,
We know that the youth are more idealistic and educated. T £y are more open
to the possibility of change. They are more passionate about the need for
t:h;nge especial*y with the political and economic situation of cur country
taday.

A second condition is that many of our countrymen are really disap-
pointed with our palitical system. This could be seen in a recent survey where
nota single Eoliticaf party registered a pesitive rating, On the brighter side,
they are looking for alternatives, It is thus the responsibility of the different
groups advocating social transfarmation through various means to present an
alternative which peaple can embrace,

A third factor is the Roman Cathalic Church, We know that the church
has a very strong influence in our country, especially in the countrysides.
Recently, the church has decided to get involved in the elections and
according ta Bishop Teodore Bacani, this invalvement is not anly 1o ensure
peaceful, orderly, and honest elections, but also to make it meaningful.
Bishop Claver says that this means that the church wants people who support
programs which would help the impoverished majority to win. They are
supporting nationalist, humanist, and pro-poor candidates who will push for
programs of social justice, social order, and peace. Because of the influence
and reachof the church, these declarations should be thoroughly considered.
It would bewise to be in constant tauch with the church since we alsowarit
orderly and meaningtul elections.

Finally, based on our experience with the last elections, the electoral
process is not that restricted. It has many openings for progressive initiatives,
For example, in Mindanan, many individuals whe advocate chanze and
reform in cur society were elected as congressmen, governors, and local
officials: Weinthe NGOs have seenthe advantages of having in our localities
officials who supportour programs such as those concerning agrarian reform,
environment conservation, and community development. They are a big help
in the realization of development programs for the people.

We realize that our participation in the elections would not be easy
because of those people wha will defend thelr Interests by maintaining their
hold on political power. They will resist the initiatives of the NGOs and this
we have experienced in the last elections. So what is needed is that NGOs
must thoroughly organize and fully coordinate with those sectors who would
help them in the elections. And because we realize that participation would
not be asmooth-sailing endeavor, we have no illusion that we would be able
ta change the present conditions of seciety in the upcoming elections, What
we are after is a place in this arena to advance our various alternative

programs,
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We arg not expecting a miracle but we hope that in 1992, NGO, POs,
and other groups belonging 1o progressive movements would be recognized
by politicians and the diffgereht sectars of society as major and significant
forces In the electoral arena. :

Mr. Rolando Librojo: | will divide my presentation into seven parts and
in the process answer the questions posed in this forum, | will try to answer
first the questions regarding strategic considerations.

Firstly, asamatter of principle, the PDSPis committedtothe appropriate
means of struggle. This means that our strategy or mode of struggle is always
based on our analysis of prevailing conditions. There are times in our history
when the appropriate means is armed struggle and there are times when it is
the legal means which is aPpmpriate, At this time, we think thar the
appropriate means is the legal.

How do we view elections? Our political line states that the conduct of
the party in legal strugale invelves twovital and complimentary components:
the electoral strugele and the militant mass strugele, The electoral struggle is
ariented towardsthe eventual democratic control of governmenit by the party.
The militant mass struggle is oriented towards educating, organizing, and
mobilizing the masses to advance their interests and aspirations through
militant mass undertakings with the objective of, among others, obtaining
substantial improvements in the daily living and working conditions of the
tailing masses.

This reans that the reason why we are considered a non-traditional
party is because the electoral is not our only mode of st ruggle, We also engage
in militant mass struggle. Of course, the ultimate objective of our electoral
strugsle is the democratic contral of state power, But this ohjective is not an
enclin itself. The party’s democratic ascension 1o State power must be viewed
as a means whereby the toiling masses can exercise their collective will and
radically transform: Philippine society according to the provisions of our
minimum and maximum programs.

How do we Integrate: our militant mass struggle with the electoral
struggle? The two are complementary. One withou the ather is not encugh,

The electoral HTFLI%EﬂE benefits from the militant mass strugzle in three
important ways. The mifitant mass struggle providesthe dedicated militant an
ideologically-oriented mass base that in the long run will ensure the party's
electoral victory. The militant mass struggle gives the line, ideas, issues, and
programs of the party in between elections, plebiscites, and other similar
political exercises, The militant mass struggle also creates the necessary
political atmosphere conducive to issue-hased politics.

Conversely, the militant mass struggle also benefits from the electoral
struggle by concretizing and institutionalizing the demands, aspirations, and
interests of the tailing masses. Furthermore, the activities and interests
generated by elections, plebiscites, referenda, and similar pal itical exercises
widen the avenues for organizing, educating, and mobilizing the unorga-
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nized sectors of Philippine society.
And now 1o answer the conjunctural questions.

How dowe see the situation in 19927 The observation advanced by Mr.
Cloampo is correct, that Philippine electoral politics as it is now being
practiced is not conducive to progressive ideas and provides very little
apening for the effective participation of the toiling masses. In the last
elections formembers of the House of Representatives, 69% of those elected
came from the landed elite, Over 20% came from the business sector. Only
10% were professionals. There were the sectoral representatives that came
from the toiling masses but they are insignificant in so far as the composition
of our legislature s concerned,

Whoarein control of the country’s lacal government units in the twelve
regions? Twa regions are conteolled solely by LDP: Southern Tagalog and the:
Bicol Region. It controls with other parties Central Luzon, Western Visayas,
Eastern Visayas, Cebu, and the Mational Capital Region. The Partido
Demokratikong Pilipinas- Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban: Democratic Party of
the Philiplpinesi - Strenath of the MNation) controls one region, Region X, The
LP cantrols Eastern Yisayas and Region VIl with LDP. This one is interesting:
the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL: New Society Movement) conteols three
regions, Regions | 11, and 111, the last two it controls with the LDP, As you may
have noticed, the conservative parties are the dominant partiesin most of our
FEEIONS,

Let us look at the law on elections. The law has a big loophole for
committing electoral fraud, For example, in Region 1X, the names of ghost
voters and ghost barangaysin the last elections have not yet been erased from
the pificial roster. Thisis a fact especially inthe areas of Lanao del Sur, Sulu,
and dther remate places of Mindanao, Ghost barangays there consist of tens
of thousands of vires, 5600t 15 not surprising that there are statistically
improbable resulls like a 98% “yes” vete in the past referendum in ‘one
barangay or one municipality, This is almest impossible considering the
diversity of the ideas and opinions of the voters.

| alsa would like 1o1ake note that in Philipping electoral politics, party
affiliationtakes only a secondary role 1o clan affiliation. It s less important to
look at palitical parties than to Km}k at the clan and-its patronage netwaork, |
think the |nstitute for Popular Democracy (IPD) has a study on this. Sowe see
that the shifting of political partiesis a usual oceurrence. Politicians can easily
shift political parties andwhenthey do, their folfowers follow suit. Thisis why
party affiliation is only secondary.

Now let us take a look at the profile of the electorate. Butch was right
when hesaid that the electorate is relatively young, But | would hasten to add
that there is nasuch thing as a youth vote. 1t Eas never been proven that there
isone, Itis depressing for those inthe progressive movement to accept the fact
thatthere isnclabor, urban poor, peasant, or woman vote. That s a sad real ity
that the progressive movement face. This is because the people are largely
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unorganized. For example, only 20% of the labor sector is organized,

If we look at the electorate geographically, the electoral heavyweight
sLuzon which has 57% of the voting population. Visayas and Mindanao are
about the same with 20% and 23% respectively. On the basis of regions, five

rezions have 56% of the votes. The NCR has 17% of the vating population.
Southern Tagalog has 13%, and Central Luzon has 10%, So the NCR and its
Iwo neighbors have 40% of the voting population and thus we see why the
cenfer of national politicsis Manila and the areas around it Sometimes, this
fact is detrimental- to the ather regions.

The average voter is paor because more than b% of the population is
below the poverty line, but their participation rate is high. In 1987, 81% of
the voting population participated in the elections. People still want 1o vote:
and they do vate. Our participation rate is very high compared to other
countries.

We can say that the electorate is personality-oriented. In 1984, accord-
ing to one survey, 69% of the electorate said they will vote on the candidate’s
merit and anly 17% will vote according to party affiliation.

Sowhere does this teave the progressive forces? Lnless there are radical
changes inthe trends, the 1992 elections will again be dominated by the elite
and their parties. It will be dominated by the four major parties: the LDP, the
LP-FEP-Laban; and the NE.

But there will alsa be several minar parties. Wewill be gne af the minor
parties. The other minor parties will include the Naticnal Unian of Christian
Democrats (NUCD), the Partido ng Masang Piliping (PMP: Parly of the
Filiping Masses), and the People's Refarm Party of Miriam Santiago, Why are
they considered minor parties? This is because to be a major party one has 1o
have a solid network and machinery. By mere virtue of their having been
elected as officials, members of the major parties are presumed to have
standing machingries and networks necessary for the election campaigns.

Anathier thing is that most of the major parties have major clans aligned
to them and thus their patronage and cheating network is intact. 5a.is it any
wonder why House Speaker Mitra still shows that l:ui%-smile inspite of the fact
that he (s among the lowest ranked in the presidential surveys? He knows that
he will get the LDP nomination and that the LDP's patronage and cheating
netwark is intact. So nabody can erase that smile off Mitra’s face when it
comes to his presidential ambitions.

Unless trends are reversed, there will be mare than five presidential
candidates, We think that the LDPwill split into a Ramos faction and a Mitra
faction, Those two will run for president, The PDP-Laban and LP have one
presidential candidate each. The NP has three presidential candidates. To
these we add |oseph Estrada and Miriam Santiago.

So what will_happen in 1992 is that we will be electing a minority
president because far the first time in Philippine history, there are more than
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twoviable candidates, Prior tomartial law, the peaple just chose between two
candidates, plus oneor two other nuisance candidates. Sometimes it may not
have been a nuisance candidate but not a strong contender either, An
example is Raul Manglapus when he ran under the Philippine Progressive
Party. But this time, not one of these candidates is a nuisance candidate, All
of them are assured of a market of votes plus the machinery or the popularity
to ensure that they get these vates,

A significant portion of the electorate will remain undecided even until
voting day itself. In the latest survey, 16% were still undecided. In a five-
cornered fisht, that is an important thing to consider. Secondly, even if Cory
Aquinois alreadyunpopular; she still carries 16% of the electorate. This isthe
result of certain surveys. This means that Cory’s blessings will mean some-
thing in the outcome of the elections. If it were a two-carnered fight, it would
have no significance, But in a five-Cornered fight, it is bound 1o have some
weight. '

What are the ohjectives of the POSP for 19922 Will we suppart a
presidential candidate? Will we coalesce with other parties? Definitely not
with the NP. LDP is hard to stoimach, Maybe LP or PDP-Laban. Possibly with
the minor parties but we might just be fooling ourselves knowing that nothing
will happen to us considering that we-are small parties. These are the things
that we are studying.

Sowhat are our objectives in 19927 One 1s presence in the legislature
and, hopefully, in the executive. When we say presence in the legislature, we
mean puttingthere one or two congressmen. We are aj miﬂ%_fr}r seven but one
will constitute presence, We pray that we will not suffer a shut-out, When we
say executive, we mean the local governiments. We have strong chances in
the local overnments because we Rave base concentrations among the urban
poar and the peasantry especially in the small municipalities in cerain
provinces, and therefore we will definitely run in those areas. You may not
see us running here in Metro Manila. Butif you live in Malalag, Davaodel Sur
or Calavan, Quezon, you will see us,

Secondly, we want to prepare for 1998, The 1992 elections will not be
the one where the left and progressive forces can make a significant dent in
the system. Reality shows that the left cannot make significant gains in this
comting elections. We think that our time will come in 1998, My comrades
ask me if that is not a long time to wait for, that we might gel impatient. |
answeredtothemthat ittook the Swedish Social Democratic Party eighty-four
years 1o come o power. But once they were there, they never lost, except
ance. This is because their trade union base was already strong and this was
what kept them in power,

And thirdly, for 1992, we would like ta preserve the people’s gains that
we gat during the transition period of 1986 101992, Definitely we ha_d gaing
during this period and these we do nat want to lose. We hopethat if ever there
is going 1o [‘IE a coalition of which we and the other progressive forces are a
part, this would serve to preserve the sains of the peaple, for example, in the
areas of agrarian reform, industrial relations, anrj issues of the urban poaor,
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Lastly, what will be cur strategy for 19922 Even if our 1992 objectives
are modest, we have a grand scheme. It is grand in the sense that we are
hoping that by 1992, the labor and peasant movements would have had a
significant voice in the selection of candidates, Al present, there s no peasant
arlabar vote, But, if things are done right, there might be a certain percentage
of peasant and labor votes, or an illusion of both, The candidateswill think
that there are such votes and will therefore respond to peasant and labor
issues: just do not tell the presidential candidates in case it is justan illusion.

What are our moves? We do not belong as of yet to any electoral
coalition, Why? We do not- want 1o belong ta a coalition without having a
significant portion of the peasant and labor movements behind us, The fact
is we do not negotiate with political parties without the backing of peasant
and labar groups. If we dowithout them, the political parties will not take us
seriously. And if that happens, then the programs of the trade unions and the
peasant arganizations will not be included in the 1992 agenda of these
political parties. Hanee, we are working towards region-based alliances of
workers and also of peasants.

We have been successful in forming sueh alliances among the workers
in Qavao City, Cagayan de Oro, Bacoloed, and |loile. There are ongoing
seminars on this in Manila, Baguio City, and Benguet, The ared alliance that
wehave builtin Cagayan de Oroin Region X consists of 90 out of 160 unions,
and in the conference we held we invited the governor of Misamis Oriental
and the mayor of Cagayan de Ora. They came. Why? Because theE are
attending a conference of 90 out of 160 unions in the region and we think that
by 1992 they will be a significant force in that region. They will be able to

successfully negatiate concessions for the trade union moyement from those

wha will run for mayor and governor oreven field a candidate of their own,

They may be PDSP or net, depending on the nature of the alliance, But
whether they rununder our banner or not, the fact that they are able 1o have
such capacity (s encugh tomake us happy because then we would have made
a niche inthe trade union movement in Region X,

That is our main strategy. We would like to consolidate a portion of the
labiar and peasant movements. It would be better though if the majority of
organized labor and the peasantry get consolidated so that their programs will
not be shut-gut inthe e!m‘.ﬂumg.

And because of the fact that we will be electing a minarity president in
1992, we think that it would be more viable for the country to have another
rainbow coalition in which major and minor political parties can agree on a
camman slate. This is still a shor inthe dark as of now but if there are certain
changes in the political situation, then there might still be a chance for
coalition politics, In the event that ore comes up, the PRSP will definitely join
in the fray and negotiate for certain programs and probably certain positions,

Mr. Julio Macuja: Pandayan s a nan-party political formation althaugh

we belongto the broader social demoratic and democratic socialist forma-
tions in the Philippines,
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It is clear that we in the progressive movement cannot simply ignore
elections. Butchsaid that 94% of our people are still determined to participate
in the elections although there is an existing view that there are limitations in
the use of this prociess as an instrument for social transformation,

But when you say that you are joining simply bécause 94% are |
participating, this would appear to be just a tactical cansideration since you
cannot afford not 1o join. | would like 10 emphasize that itean also be viewed
as a strategic means of obtaining power. That is on the assumption that the
mass moverment gains ennu%h strengthand that the rules are structured insuch
a 'way that they will give a fair chance ta non-traditional political forces.

What therefore is 1o be donef The first thing that should be done s for
the mass movement 10 ascertain its numbers, networks, and strength, But
numbers and networks are nat enough, We can come up with a map locating
and marking the places where we have people, contacts, and organizations
but even if we have the people, itdoes not avtomatically mean that they have
the capacity to participate, oreven just vote the way our organizations would
like them to.

For example, although itis said that there are about two or three milllon
organized workers, that does not mean that we could harness the total of these
two or three million 10 vote for a cenain candidate. There s that distinction
between the level of organization in sectoral and popular mass movement
struggles on the one hand and the electoral onthe other. Very few of the mass
movements are arganized at the barangay level. Many of the activists are
probably not even known in their own barangays because their activismis in
their factories, schools, or other places of wnr!‘f‘

We think that the mere fact that almast everyone here js already
preparing for the elections is a positive development. This means that we are
studying the landscape. Those activists who have never registered as vaters
in- their whole lives have decided to register as the first step in their
participation in the electoral process. So, at least all of the groups, not only
political formations, are already preparing which means gaining the technol-
oty and learning the ins and outs of the voting process. '

The second major thing that can be done is to equalize the arena which
alsp means transforming its parameters. OFf course, changing the political
texture of participation in this arena is conditionad on substantial economic
changesthat cannot be immediately realized. Butthere are still things that can
be done based on the prevailing limitations. So we should not dismiss the
small efforts of other groups like massive voters education programs.

It is a very positive development that even the usually conservative
Catholic Church hierarchy has decided to seriousty undertake such programs
on'the parish level. Other shor-term efforts such as strengthening monitoring
activities which involve that of mnmlﬂﬁn;f election expenditures or the
proliferation of guns should also be acknowledged,

The long-term however is more important, like the institutionalization
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of alternative proportionate systems which include the operationalization of
a party-list system. Another thing Is support for mechanisms both within and
outside government that will monitor the elections and ensure that such will
be free, clean, and honest -- suchas independent watchdog organizations. All
these reforms whether before or after 1992 are important itthe electoral arena
is to be made a worthwhile area of activity in which the mass movemeént and
its different tendencies would pour their éfforts, These undertakin igﬁ Ay SEErm
ingremental but they are important in the long-term effort for a fair electoral
Process.

Elections are not merely for raising consciousness. Definitely, the mass
movement, or at least segments of it, will get involved in the elections because
they want ta consolidate victories, they want to gain same control in the
legislative and executive branches. Today we have a progressive bloc of
about thirty peaple inthe Lower House to speak of. And I dare say that we have
the miost progressive Senate that this country ever had. Electoral participation
is impnrtant%ecause we want ta have footholds in this type of institutions to
safeauard the gains of the mass movement.

For example, the anti-bases mevement will not deny that the presence
of twelve anti-bases senators in the Senate has been a great help. Imagine
where the strugale would be now without them especially when we cansider
the fact that 70% of our people are for the retention of the bases. An activist
speaking does not carry the same impact as when a senator speaks, although
| am not saying that the latter is the most important creature on this earth, |
am just saying that legislative and executive victories are important if we are
to consolidate and further our gains. Na matter how successful our coopera-
tives or our trade unions are, their gains can always eventually be negated by
anti-people policies of the government.

Definitely, when we talk about mass movement involvement, this
means that the mass movement will have to ask what its vehicle will be. We
in Pandayan see that one day, the mass movement will achieve a certain level
of hegemany in government, What will be the instrument to acquire such
hegemony? | think it will definitely have to be a political party. We hope to
see the dawning and the emergence of a unified democratic socialist party
within the next decadewhich will slug it out with ather parties in a relatively
more developed multi-party, pluralist, and ideclogy-based democratic order.

Our goals for 1992 are simple. Firstly, we hope 1o strengthen the
networks and acquire the techneology needed to be able to participate in
elections, Secondly, we have to make sure that at the minimum, the current
I?Ireserlce of progressives in government will not be diminished. Moreso, we

ope to increase this. We will not be participating to simply expose the
rottenness of the electoral process. We will participate to win,

We have no illusion of being a major player in the 1992 elections. We
are not even a party, We feel that there can only be a reasonable chance at
victary if there are serious efforts in organizing coalitions. One is a coalition
among progressive groups and individuals who have similar views about the
elections and intend ta take participation in elections seriously than they had
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in the past. Seriously in the sense that they consider it as a strategic vehicle
to victory and for obtaining state power,

The second level of coalition will be among progressives and existing
F{;Iitif;al parties which are not necessarily of the non-traditional mold but
ave a discernible left wing. What do we mean? For example, although the
LP is a largely traditional political party which depends on patronage as it
main mechanism of c:msuﬁd ation, still there are identifiable left-wing Fec:pie
in its ranks, The idea - although | do not know how chaotic this would be -
is to primarily strengthen the hand of these left-wing people so they will have
a louder voice in these political parties and eventually in Congress and the
executive incasethey winin elections, | do not think that there is any illusicn
about transfarming the nature of any of the traditional political parties. At least
we can work together on issues where we have similar goals such as the:
military bases and the foreign debt issug.

Mr. Cesar Cala; | auree with Butchwhen he said that it isabout time that
people’s movements, independent PO, and NGOs take elections seriously
and have a firmer and more realistic grasp of the options, possibilities, and
limitations of the electoral exercise. :

One cliche about elections in the Philippines isthat itis arithmetic, that
it is-a process of subtraction and addition. Maybe it would be'more correctto
look at Philippine elections as chemistry, or even quantum physics later on,

| see it as chiemisiry in the sense thal the effects and results of elections,
generally, are more than the addition of the various entities invelved in the
elections. It becomes chemistry due to the presence of active agents within
the electoral exercise. Otherwise, it really becomes arithmetic, Somaybe ong
big challenge far the Fteuple‘i-‘. movements is how to-make elections a
chemical.or quantum physics process.

But it also needs quantity. 15 the size and number of the progressive
movement large enoughi s it organized ina manner inwhich it could respond
effectively in an electoral exercise? ltwasmentioned that interms of quantity,
there isstill a lotto be done by the mass movement. If we are to compete with. B
traditional parties, we still have a lot of homewaerk to do in terms of re-
focussing our arganizations, Butl the potential is there. A big issue among us
is our numbers. For instance, the projections of the Partida ng Bayan (PnB; |
Peaple's Party) inthe last elections were very different from the actual results, :

But in terms of number, | think there are a considerable number of us
already. But it is anather thing to ask if the combined quantitative strength of
the people’s movements has the capacity for electoral viclory. It is not easy
to transform organizational strength into votes. Two things have to be
considered here. First, maybe i1 is because not all af our numbers will vote for
our candidates. Second, in the elections in this country, itis one thing to vote
and another thing to count the vates.

Elections in the Philippines take ona bigger meaning than just simple
voting depending on the conjuncture the -exercise finds itself. In certain
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instanices, elections assume a bigger role than the one it usually plays which,
as Mr. Ocampo has said, 5 to legitimize the prevailing order. Take for
example the case in 1986 when the boycott position of man\r of the groups
of the people’s movemnent was premised precisely on this ort wdox analysis
on the role of élections in society, But we found outthat people gave a special
meaning tothe 1986 elections. It was a chance to get rid of Marcos more than
simply ta vote for a president.

So. the meaning of the elections is important. In 1986, it took the
meaning encapsulated inthe slngﬁn “Tama na, Sobra na, Palitan na!"{5top
it tao much of it, change itl). 1s there such a potential for 19921

The presidential candidates would express their view of the 1992
elections on how they would like to present themselves, Ramon Mitra would
say that we need a healing presidency, meaning that there were many injuries
since 1986, Fidel Ramos would say that what we need is a presidency that
would help people’s empowerment. This is his slogan which means that from
the people power of 1986, there has to be 3 higher kind of democratic
expression which is people empowerment. :

Of course we would take all this with a grain of sall. Anyway, what all
this means is that aside from trying to organize the quantitative requirements
of the 1992 elections, those wg{l ﬁwe a major stake in it are coming up with
their own meaning of the 1992 political exercise. Our question therefore for
the progressive movement is what meaning will it prut into it

Ithink manyinthe people’s movement are of the opinion that ence they
set involved in the elections, the elections takes its own dynamics, and they
ﬁearthat they will be swept away by the togic of elections especially whenthe
gains are notthat big and not enou gh 1o make agualitative change in the form
of government. What would be the cost of participation? Maybe it will be at
the cost of losing what they were primarily fighting for in the social
movements: That is the basis of the fears of Mr. Ogampo.

But the meaning of the elections that I mentioned a while agowould be
for us to understand how te integrate what the people’s movements are daing
now, to find cut how the elections figure in their struggle far empowerment
atvarious levels. The 1992 elections perhaps would open opportunities for us
to learn the dynamics of elections in preparation for 1998, and also
opportunities for institutionalizing the gains achieved in the parliamentary
and extra-parliamentary arenas.

The eléctions of 1992 can hecome achemical process since many issues
like poverty and livelihood are coming toa head. These issues would givethe
people a different perspective of 1992, and this perspective may lead to the
possibility of 1992 becoming an open accounting by the people of the past
8ix Eears. Of what kind of open accounting itwill be tlepanc]s upon the symbol
with which people would identify the elections, Thiscan be leaned from the
diffarent sectors of society. If we look atthe business sector, perhaps they view
the election as the chance to elect a president who will be fairto the various
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‘Broups within the business sector. Sowhat kind of a presidential candidate o
symbol would stand to answer such need?

But the larger sectors of society, at this point, still have no electoral
expression of their hope for solutions to the problems of society. The year
1986 was atime when new promiseswere born and new aspirations emerged,
In their accounting, how would the people’s past aspirations affect thei
perception of 19921

What people’s movements should have is an organized capacity to
provide a venue for the expression of the aspirations as well as problems of
the people. The people will ‘not join the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan
(BAYAN: Mew Patriatic Alliance) or Pandayan or even the Ie%’irwinq of the
political parties. Thus, what kind of means, venues, options, or electoral
openings can be apened by the people’s movement inordertotapthe popular
aspirations of the people?

Our abservation inthe MPD isthat the weakness of the mass movement
in the Philippines is that it is fragmented. Mast of the time, their response to
a political guestion ar issue is on a fragmented basis. This iswhat may happen
to their response to 1992. We look into our own different organizations an
set the trajectory of our organizations based on our individual organizational
objectives. Forexample, Jolly Macuja said earlier that they are envisioningthe
advent of a grand democratic socialist party in 1998, :

Our advocacy in the MPD isthat we must not wait for 1998 but instead
respond in an effective manner to 1992 and this we could do only by
coalescing with other progressive forces. We are not optimistic that it will take
the form of an organizational coalition or party but maybe it would be a
coalition of effarts as a preparation for bigger battles ahead. The relations of
the coalition can be defined this early even without an organizational
exprassion. We could identify common objectives, common areas of coop-
eration, and probably in some areas especially at the local Tevel, a common
organization. That is why we view with optimism developments such as the
establishment of coalitions like Project 2001, There are also bilateral and
trilateral discussions between various progressive blacs and movements on
how to cooperate and at what levels 1o cooperate,

We apreehat this would be the most fragmented presidential elections
ever in the history of the Philippines. If the present trend continues, we can
anticipate a five- or four-cornered fight. This isthe kind of elections that could
pravide additional opporiunities for the progressive movements to come
together and take advantage of the situation. We have to define our relations
with and attitude towards the mainstream parties, Which among the main-
stream parties are we willing to copperate with and which among them dowe
consider as hopeless candidates for an alliance? And from there, only witha
more consolidated effort among the progressives will we be able 1o prevent
being swept away by the logic of the elections.

The 1992 elections is both a national and lacal elections. Several POs
are more comfortable with participation at the local level since POs are not
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scattered evenly in all regions of the country. They matter inelections inthose
areas where they are concentrated, Atthis local level, it is gasier 1o link-up
the efactoral to their organizing and empowerment activities, This is espe-
cially true with NGOSs that had started to come together not anly in Project
2001 but also in development efforts at the local Tevel.

But this-is not to sa}l,- that the national elections is not crucial. It is. And
the reason why we should confront it is not because it is there but because
whatever happens in 1992 will be crucial to-what will happen to the

. Philippinesinthe next ten tofifteen years, It might provide the occasiontothe
formation of a new framework of elite rule.

We see that one trend after 1992 is the coming together of the old
political clans under the direction of the one who wins and is able to
consolidate them after the battle of 1992, One possibility also fs the coming
tagether of atechnocratic-militaristic type of governance. Thisis because one
question that confronts the elite formations is what kind of elite governance
will probably emerge after 1992% There is the view that Corys kind of
sovernance will no longer do. So they are after a commen framewark of

sovernance but there is still no consensus, that is why there are the various

factions of the elite which are contending far 1992, They equally have
contending solutions to the crisis of governance that the elite sectors of
Philippine society are facing.

Onthe letter of Mr. Ocampo, although we cangrant that elections is one
way of reproducing an old order or acquiring a new mandate for an old order,
the paradox is that by doing so, the order opens itself tovulnerability. It opens
itself to public accounting and scrutiny. That was the gamble of Marcos in
1986, He opened the vulnerahility of his regime.

The year 1992 isthe opening of the vulnerability of this government and
the kind of governance and the array of governing power and policies it
represents. Are the POs ready not only to give the system a bashing by
criticizing it but alse by participating in this exercise in order to effect some
changes?

Mr. David Diwa: Brobably | am the luckiest speaker since so much that
has to be said has already been said. Maybe | will just devate my talk tothe
open forum,

OPEN FORUM

Question: |t was said that there is a possibility of a cealition ;umunﬁ
progressives in 1992, Whao are your possible candidates? Which parties wi
you probably support and how will you supgort them?

Atty. Abad: It is difficult to mention namas because they may not rur
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after all. But we are in the process of studying the track records of the different
candidates particularly their stand on certain issues.

We will surely support Sen. Wigherlo Tanada and Cong. Bonifacio
Gillego. We want then to win again because they were a big help not only
in fighting for our positions on jssues there in Congress but also because of
their help in our communities. We will help them win which means bringing
the people to the precincts to vote, then guarding the ballots, and finally,
ensuring their proclamation and assumption:to office. We have to do al| this
because in this country, the people may like you but you would not get
elected. The people may vote for you but your votes would not be counted,
Then they may be counted but you might not be proclaimed as the winner,
Sometimes, you are already proclaimed but you will still be prevented from
assuming office. Once in office, you might still be removed from your
position. If thatisthe case, then we haveto keep anopen eye over the process.
We can take care of that.

Ifall the groups here would be interested only with their own participa-
tion and candidates, it would be difficult for us 10 make any impact. But the
way | see it, the fight will be between those who want reforms and those who
merely want to preserve their interests which usually are against the interests
of the impoverished majority, The latter are our enemies, He is the landlord
who is against agrarian reform. He is the businessman who thinks that the
correct economic strategy is connivance with foreign capital and capitalists.

What is important is that we who want reforms should come together
regardless of our party and organizational affiliations so we can help [i:ei
elected pecple who will implement genuine reforms, We are not hoping for
a miracle or radical changes but we are just after improving or changing the
I':Iamgrams of government, |ike on agrarian reform. If we could add a million

ectares to the present one million hectares that are presently said to he
distributed, then two or three million more hectares in the next six years, then
Ih'ti’ﬁ would already be a big advance for the pedsant struggle for agrarian
reform.

It istrue that in 1992, the political elites would be divided so that if the
ranks of the progressive and reform-oriented groups are consolidated, they
can in fact become a significant swing factor. This is why the political terrain
is very fluid.

When the ranks of those groups wanting change become solid, we know
that they will still envision change at different levels. There are those who are
for structural changes and these who are for changes limited to a liberal
demoaratic set-up, We can find a common ground in all this so that instead
of losing to an authoritarian figure backed by business groups, we can
advance the gains we have achieved since 1986, :

What | am saying to the ideclogical groups is this: we have many
differences but let us set this aside for a while because we have a common
canﬁ.em, What will be at stake in 1992 might be the system of democracy
itself.
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Question: | believe that our efforts have been fragmented. Indeed there
is a coalition such as Prﬂle{:t 2000 but how many years will it take for this
coalition to become a solid group?

Atty. Abad: Until wetearn, we cannotunite.in 1986, we hadthe chance
to fight for and participate in a government which we may not control hut we
caninfluence heavily. | know that this government has a lot of shortcomings
but | would also point out the fault of the progressive aroups who became
indifferent to government after EDSA balieving that the government would
just be dominated once again by the political efite. Gthers joined government

ut anly 1o get something for their sectars, Others simply did not care, If this
will alwaysbe the case, we will never benefit from the opportunities before
us.

For example, there are many departments of the gavernment which
could support our effarts in organizing if we would only help some people in
those departments, Of course, we donot expect todo this witL all departrments
but if you can get hold of one which has two thousand persennel and a big
budget, we can da a lot of things. '

The problem then was that we did not agree in our analysis of the
political developments so every group went its own way, However, for 1992,
everybody agrees that there are possibilities here so if we unite, all the more
we can gain samething for the success of our strugale. Sol say that we should
be open to coalescing with each other and with certaintraditional groups and
formaticns.

For example, there are people inthe LEP who are not fike Mitra and can
cooperate with us. These peaple joined the LDP because of existing political
realities. For example, Cong. Greg Andolana joined the L DP to avoid heing
targeted by the Citizens Armed Force Geographical Units (CAFGU), He
needed something that would protect him from the vigilantes, But he has done
a lot for his area.

Mr. Cala: If we look at the different grotips’ stands an issues, especiall y
crucial issues, we can see that these grotps are probably more united than
they perceive. On issues such as the US bases, the fareign debt, and land
reform several common positions emerge, and these could be the starting
points towards electoral unity.

_ We should tey to define what are the feasible political projects that our
various groups can unite an. Next year offers the possibilities. Let us notwait
until 2007. 1t might be too late then.



