Filipino Workers
in
Japan:

Vulnerability and Survival'

Randolf S. David

| PAPER HAS THREE OBJECTIVES:

Firstly, to sketch a picture of the average Filipino visitor to Japan
onthe latest available Japanese immigration data;

';Encondly, to examine the realities suggested by the statistical data,
determine the extent to which these are perceived and experienced

inos living and working in Japan; and

) Thirdly, to understand how Filipino migrant workers attempt to protect
es against the various forms of vulnerability that characterize their
gral situation in Japan.

5 the revised version of a preliminary report presented at the Workshop on International Labor Migrition
nand the Rest of Asia, held in Kyote, Japan, March 16, 1991, under the sponsership of The Research Institute
nee ol Byukoku University, The author is grateful 1o the Iﬁlipiﬂos who gcnemuslg{_&lmrt::i ditails of their
fdventures with him, and to Rydbkoky University for sponsoring his visit to Japan in Wovember-Decomber 1990,



This paper draws heavily from the statisti-
gal information provided by the Japan Im-
migration Association which annually publish-
es "Statistics on Foreigners and Japanese Ar-
riving and Leaving Japan,® as well as from
supplementary information on Filipinos in
Japan released by the Philippine Embassy in
Tokyo, as cited in a recent . paper
of Dr. Elena L. Samonte, entitied "Philippine-
Japan Relations: Can We Go Beyond
Economic Parameters?," found in the book,
Hokuto Tonan Asia no Sogo [lzon Kankei ni
Kansuru Kenkyu, (Tokyo: Zaidan Honin San-
gyo Kenyujo, Hokuto Tonan Asia Kenkyukai,
1991). The qualitative material used in this
paper, on the other hand, is based
on intensive  interviews conducted
by the author in Japan in November-
December 1990,

The Statistical Pictore

In 1989, 2,985,764 foreign visitors
came to Japan -~ mare than in any
previous year, Excluding the 529,988
re-entrants  (temporary and  per-
manent foreign residents), the num-
ber of new foreign visitors who came
to Japan in 1989 was placed at
2,455,766,

Seventy-three per cent (73%) of
thesa new entrants came from Asian
countries. South Korea alone ac-
counted for 524,072 or 21.3%, and
Taiwan 449,608 or 18.3%. The Philip-

pines accounted for 69,567 or only CATALOGUE BARGAINS. Pramoters file the pictures and persona! daif
their recruits into a catalogue 1o he shown ta Japanese club and bar matde
wher wese it o shop for their 4 entertainers.” Among e iformation giieil

2.8% of the total,

More than half of all the new
visitors (1,330,649 or 54.2%) in 1989 came on
tourist visas, followed by those who held
short-term business visas (730,939 or 24.5%),

Interestingly, Asia accounted for 61.5% of
all  tourists who visited Japan in 1588
Taiwanese tourists were the largest group at
381,916 or 28.7% of the total, while South
Korean tourists totalled 278,105 or 21%.
Filipinos who came on tourist visas in 1989
numbered only 9,971, or less than 1% of the
total number of tourists for that year.
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Type of Visa Held

If not as tourists, in what capacity do mi
Filipinos come to Japan then? The figurd
convey a disturbing answer. Nearly anedi
(32,636 or 47%) of all the new visitors from i
Philippines in 1989 came in as "entertai
This visa category refers to persons imake
in "drama, vaudeville, musical performans
sports, and other performing activities” &
very general description indeed; one Wil
gives no hint of the negative connotalki
typically associated with this word in Japat

Professor Komai of Tsukuba Urivis
notes:

"The visa for these performances 15 exploilad a8 5
means of entrance into Japan by women whowatlo)
engage in the sex-related business, and by thebsaken s
whe make women work in Uhis bosiness. Mostol fhe s
enlrants with an entertainer viss, for examphe, g
and dancers, have acted as bar hostesses practicil
mestly serving guests and talking to them al e
scats, excepl for a shorl show time”

e

stitute a very small minority of thase Who it
nually visit Japan, two visa cateq

|

are dominated by them: that of "entedais

"

2. LUinless ofherwise indicated, all statistical data used {n this report were taken from “Statistics on Foreigners and Ipgersd

Arciving and Leaving Japan in 1989, published by the Japan Immigration Association,

3. Quoted in Koma, 1994,

4. Komai Hiroshi, Foreige Wemen in de Sev-Relared Husiness in Japan, (typescripty 199
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il fhat of "spouse/children of Japanese na-

Aiotal of 60,546 foreigners entered Japan
11985 entertainers. Of these, 32,636 or
% were Filipinos, The latter clearly
aniate the field, a dubious distinction, A
second s the United States, which
14384 entertainers to Japan in 1989, a
Himly 13.8% of the total, and only 1.7% of
* bolal number of Americans who came 1o
:1 panthat year (in contrast to the Philippines'

)

I1the past, South Korea was reputed to be
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lumped under one visa category -
"'spouse/children of Japanese. In 1989, a
total of 7,847 such visas were issued by
Japanese immigration authorities. Thirty-one
per cent (2,430) of these went to Filipinos, ex-
ceeding the figure for all other nalionals. And
the number continues to increase rapidly.

Next to the entertainer and tourist visas,
the other categories used by Filipinos enter-
ing Japan in 1989 are:

- the short-tenm "business" visa
= 9,649 or 13.8 %,
- "vigiting relatives" visa
=4 817 or 6.99%:
- "trainees" visa
3 = 3974 0r 57 %;
= - "spouse/children of Japaneseg®
visa = 2430 0r 3.5 %;
- “Japanese language students'
visa =80Bor 1.1%;
- "College students* visa
=174 or 0.25%

However, regardless of the type
of visa carried, it is commonly as-
sumed thal all Filipinos who come
to Japan are potential workers,
. with varying degrees of vulnerability
[ depending on the extent to which
i they deviate from the terms of their
respective visas.

ilivlal of Mer sternerger,

e supplier of entertainers to Japan. In
i ?.091 Koreans entered Japan  with
%. visas. But the following year,
5 the number dramatically dropped to
! Prof. Komai ascribes this to the Korean
{emment's imposition of strict controls on
departure  of kisaeng (Korean geisha)
foiowing the publicized suicides of a
or of Korean hostesses in Japan in
tmay be said, by way of comparison,
lipino women too have had their share

I But the deployment of Filipino
MTen as entertainers  has continued un-

eanwhile, imported brides are also be-
fing very popular in Japan, Spouses
il chidren of Japanese nationals  are

conamic ackground: whether she has a sick father, or brothers and
sable to attend school. The more desperate a girl, the greater the

.5 truly unfortunate that

One wishes there was a way of
knowing how many of those who
have come on tourist and other
visas are actually skilled workers
and professional employees, who,
octherwise, would have been barred from
entering by the Japanese government's exist
ing restrictions against foreign workers, Forit
Filipino  labor in
Japan is mainly identified with entertainment
and sex-related businesses. While it is true
that the category "entertainer" is by no
means synonymots with *prostitute" the dis-
tinction is blurred in the minds of the average
Japanese. The massive deployment of
Filipine entertainers to Japan is  mainly
responsible for the distorted image of the
Filipino people's capahilities,

Ape and Gender

Sixty-five  per cent of all Filipinos who
entered Japan in 1989 were between 15 and

11
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CRYING FOR HER LOST SELF. {ne of wo Filiping eniertainers wha
hecame deranged due io their raumatic experience in Japan finds love and
solace in the arms of rer auni upon her refurn fo the couniry. She is only
tweniy-cne years old, hos warked in Japan since she was sixteen, and wiis the
sole bread winner of her family. The oiher Filiping escaped from her
emplover who beat her up andwithheldher salary, enly i end up gang raped
I three Japanese men who befriended her.

We are told that the bias in favord
Filipino women is gradually vanishirg
as a growing number of Filipino ma
take up jobs infactories and constiu:
tion sites. If the trend continues. %
coming years will perhaps also by
in older and, hopefully, less vulnera
Filipinos.

Hilegally Staying and Deportable
Filipinas

While in Japan, one may decidz i
ignore the restrictions imposed b
one’s visa, and proceed to work firé,
living without a proper work peml
Or, regardless of one's visa calegiy
one may simply opt to overstay,
either case, one becomes an s
alien subject to deporntation.

It is extremely difficull to eslimat
the number of illegal aliens cumeny
staying in Japan. One might howes
draw an educated guess from the di
furnished by immigration authorities if
disclosures and deportations of illagd!
ly staying foreigners.

Information from Japan's Ministry o
Justice shows that in 1989, a totald
4,817 lllegally staying foreign wone
were apprehended and  orden

29 years old. This number is nearly three  deported. Bar hoslesses accounted for 67
times higher than the 24 % figure for all of the total ®

nationalities inthe 15-29 age bracket,

An equally startling datum is that one

The picture and the message become  of every two women deported from Japan ¢
starker when we bring in the gender factor. 1989 was a Filipina, in almost all instance
At least two items of information are interest-  an overstaying or undocumented bar hostess

ing in this regard. First is that Filipino women
entering Japan in 1289 outnumbered Filipino
men by 3 to 1, Worse, in the age group 20-24
years, Filiping women outnumbered the men
by more than 10to 1.

contrasts sharply with the gender distribution
for all nationalities: 39.2% females and 60.8 %

males. Trainees: 5174 = 3.64%

5. Cited in Kend, 195,
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Domestic Helpears: 3120 = 224

By definition, illegal aliens are difficultl
monitor; - their real number |5 unknow
Therefore, it comes as a surprise  that i
Philippine embassy in Tokyo has a stock &
timate of all Filipinos in Japan, whichiiH

Filipino women comprised 757 % of all  cludes “llegals," as of the first quartz i
Filipinos who arrived in Japan in 1989. This 1990
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Tuchers/Engineers/Skilled Workers:
| 1,783 = 1.25%

Ertertainers 61,432 =4328%
legals: 70,428 = 49.61 %
TOTAL: 141,937°

These figures show that one out of two
_ﬁ:lms staying in Japan at present is an -
gl dlien. How mary of these are in the
fletainment business and how many are in
diry settings and construction  sites is
nbody's guess. But we are inclined to
Hive that the percentage of Filipino illegals
mily due o overstaying) in Japan is
thably even higher We might also ask
i%r what category Filipino women married
ipanese nationals are classified. The
meis tue for Filipinos enrolled in univer-
5 and language schools,

Aspects of the Filipino
Migrant’s Vulnerability

Cne very distinct impression emerges from
preceding  discussion: every other
oo in Japan today is a young
man, between 15 and 24 years of
. has violated the terms of her visa
Ner by woarking witfrout permit or by
mstaying), is therefore deportable,
imakes a fiving as an entertainer;

The  desperation  that  extreme
tonomic  poverly  induces  in
nigrats  from an impoverished
tuniry implies a readiness to do or
lccept almost anything just to earn a
ing."

Ihis is the picture of the average
ino in Japan today that one can
W from existing statistical informa-
1 It is a disturbing picture, not
ply because of the negative image

that it projects of Filipinos in general, but more
importantly because it suggests a situation
and a way of life in a foreign country charac-
terized by extreme vulnerability,. What do we
mean’?

1. That Filipinos who come to Japan are
meostly young, female, and have taken up
jobs in an industry which is commonly
presumed to be sex-related, suggests not the
adventurousness or  audacity of young
pecple, but rather the desperation that ex-
treme economic poverty induces in migrants
from an impoverished country. This despera-
tion implies a readiness to do or accept al-
most anything just to earn a living.

2. That they are young women entartainers
from an impoverished country, coming in to
work mainly in small bars, brings to mind not
the artistic performances of creative artists ar-
ganized by legitimate cultural impresarios,
but rather the thinly  disguised performances
associated  with  an  industry  typically

dominated by criminal syndicates,

BACKSTAGE, THEATER OF THE SUPER EXPLOITED. Lowg o

warkdng hovrs, shave orepay, and reh forced sexin betwes,

i in Flena L, Samonte, "Philippine-Japan Relatons: Can We Go Beyond Feonomic Parameters 1" 1990,
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3. That they are prone to violate their visas
or to overstay suggests a situation that in-
vites easy manipulation by their employers
or by those responsible for bringing them to
and placing them in Japan.

"Dazzled by stories of fat eamings in
Japan by returning Filipina enter-
tainers, many families are, in fact
led (o expect a quick deliverance
from their economic woes by the an-
ticipated earnings of their daughters,
sisters, wives, or mothers."

4, That they are young suggests relative in-
experience and lack of sophistication in deal-
ing with cultures other than their own.

5. That they have come to Japan, a nation
funlike America, which is a familiar destina-
tion for most migrant Filipinos) vastly dif-
ferent in language and culture from their own,
a homogeneous society in which large com-
munities ol long-time Filipino residents are
not known to exist, suggests a life of relative
isclation and loneliness that is not easy (o
overcome.

To what extent are these presumed
aspects of the Filipino migrant's objective
situation in Japan perceived and experienced

by the migrants themselves? How dot :e=l-f;
realiies impinge  upon their everyday lie
Japan?

Vulnerability and Defense

In the preceding discussion, we suggesi
that it might be possible to account i
vulnerability of the Filipino migrant wo
Japan interms ol five key elements, n

a) Desperate economic need;

b) Employment in an industry in
criminal  syndicates are known o haved
dominant presance;

c) lllegal status in Japarn,
o) Inexperience; and

e) Huge cultural gap between ong
and the host culture,

Economic  Desperation

Desperate economic need is exacer
by the fact that all too often, a Filf
migrant worker will have borrowed and fs
enormous sums of money in order t
job abroad.  Alternatively, same mo
have been advanced to the girl's famlly i
promoter, to be paid from future @
Dazzled by stories of fat eamings in
retuming Filipina entertainers, many |
are, in fact, led to expect a guick de
from their economic woes by the an
eamings of their daughters, sisters, Wi

FILIFINO DIASPORA. There are close ta @ million Filipine contract workers abroad, one of the largest overseas workfora
In the world, cach caught in afrantic search of the elusive proveined bard i

14
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iers, Such pressure from the family back
e can be so compelling as to produce in
¥ Flipino worker the kind of docility and
irissiveness  that  Japanese employers
| 2tome to expect from migrant workers.

i December 1990, a group of twenty-three

i workers employed in a small com-
jinthe Ibaraki Prefecture told me of the
ity in pay between them and their
Miese counterparts, For the same type
ik, the difference in pay was at least
L) per day, they said. Yet, they found it
ficeivable to bring up this point to their
| for fear of dismissal. They try to make
o 1he refatively low hourly rates by work-
bnger hours than the Japanese warkers,
iz living frugally.

\Mother  group of seven Filipino women
ting in a so-called snack bar also in the
kit area told me that they were paid $500
& month plus free lodging. They told me
iifey were aware that this was small com-
ito what they thought others narmally

siemonth contract with their marna-san
i madame) in order to make sure they
| send out money regularly 1o their
#lies back home,

| g0 met two Filipinas who have long
ed themselves from their contracts,
48 oW overstaying as free-lance enter-
In their present status, their commit-
=lina’snack bar' or club operator is only
o0 as their satisfaction with their jobs.
¥ Wo women told me that that they
510 longer fully dependent on their earn-
i bar hostesses. One of them Bought
80ld jewelry on the side; the other cal-
i car stereos  from junkyards and

edthese to Manila. They live with their
filo boyfriends who are employed in a
iiknaking factory.

|

these cases suggest is that
i need is an important source of
ailty especially during the first few
When a debt is probably being
‘and other job prospects are closed,
litime, most Filipinos are able to over-
IlE this vulnerability so that it is no longer
licant factor in deciding whether to
flar 1o leave a current job, although it
i8lll spel the diiference between going
ilkand staying in Japan.

. Yet they were prepared to finish.

TIGER BY THE TAIL "fn an fteeleastry dha in widely koo fo
b connected with fie ceiminal urderverel, comirel aver e
Warkers s far more coereive and fearsome.”

An Industry Known to be the Preserve of
Crimingl Syndicatey

Were the average Filipino in Japan a
domestic helper or a nurse or even a con-
struction worker recruited by a registered
company, the perils of leaving an abusive
employer would probably be not as great as
those faced by Filipina entertainers in Japan.
In an industry that is widely known to be con-
nected with the criminal underworld, control
over the workers is far more coercive and
fedarsome,

In the custody of these syndicates, many
Filipinas are virtually treated, according to
many published accounts, as prisoners from
the mornent they land in Japan. Their move-
ments are restricted. And they are often shuf-
fled from bar to bar like private property.
Release from such bondage, where it s
possible, often entails payment of a huge
amount of money representing  expenses
supposedly incurred by the promoter in bring-
ing them to Japan.

| have been told that Japanese criminal
syndicates have also recently become ac-
tive in deploying Filipino workers for con.
struction jobs. I this is true, | would still sup-
pose that the degree of control over these
workers would not be as rigid as that ap-
plied to Filipino women in the entertainment
industry, There is greater motivation for the
criminal syndicates to exercise comprehen-
sive control over personnel in the entertain-
ment business precisely because this busi-

15
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ness is so intimately connected with prostitu-
tion, which remains illegal in Japan.

Filipino women know this only too well. The
margins of security for those employed in the
entertainment industry are very limited. One
has to buy one's freedom, and often this is
possible only by living in with, or marrying, a
Japanese client. In this way, one may choose
to leave this type of work altogether, or, In
most instances, one may go solo as an enter-
tainer, choosing work according 1o one's
preferences, instead of being assigned to a
bar by a Yakuza promoter.

Hlegal Alien Status
The estimates vary: some go up to as high

11F

congregate. They change residences (i
often.

e

On my visit one Sunday mornin
place in Ibaraki Prefecture where the |
three Filipinos (men and women) wor
told me that they had violated an img
sall-imposed rule by coming as al
group and fetching me in two car
result, we had to take a longer |ess
route in order to minimize detection iyl
police.

One of the most extreme cases of pa
about being found out as an overstd
legal alien was that of Sara (not het
name), a former Filipina entertainet
living in ane of the suburbs of Kyt

as 70%, but there [ " haﬁlq%%maur'

s general agree- FILIPING MIGRANT WOMEN WORKERS | -

ment that Filipinos . e QM ,Bﬁ,%% teen-day

who may be clas- COUTRY, HUMBER 'NATURE OF WORK. wsaih Sha
; another

sified as illegal
aliens constitute at
least half of all
Filipinos  currently
residing in Japan.

The most com-
mon are the so-
called bifog or *0S*
or “overstaying" -
Filipinos who
enmtered Japan on
any kind of visa but
decided io stay
beyond the period
allowed by immigra-
tion at the moment
of entry, without applying for an extension.

Next in line are those who came on tourist,
business, visiling relatives, or language stu-
dent visas, but whose real purpose for com-
ing to Japan is to work. (Japanese lan-
guage sludents are allowed to work for a
limited number of hours per week.) Their vul-
nerability  increases as their visas expire,
transforming and criminalizing them auto-
matically into overstaying aliens.

As illegal aliens, they become exiremely
consclous and wary about being found out by
the immigration police, detained, interrogated,
and subjected to humiliation betore finally
being deported. As much as possible, they
avoid places where Fillpinos are known 10

16

TRAGIC WEROINES. Estimuter of anrital remitrances from
OVCTIEGS CoRITact workers range frone 3800 million to §2.5 bl
making labor onr st profitable export

were brought 1
small snack 1:1,-_
Mie-ken, wher i
entertained

poured  drinks:
the guests.

- After two marl
‘the other gl
transferred
anather :
while she
on, well b
fifte=n

stamped o
passpor,
was hard and the hours long. On h
month, she fell seriously ill and ca
work. One of her regular customers
struction worker who came from
{outcast or discriminated) commu
pity on her and brought her to ah
for treatment. He paid for all the bils
did not leave her bedside for three
her discharge, he asked her not 10 (¢
the bar anymore, but Instead 10
his wife. He paid Y100,000 to
freedom of Sara.

Conscious that she had overst)
visa, Sara spent the next four years
any contact with other Filipinos, or
alone except for very brief visits
grocery. Her fear of deportation




% aute after her two children were bomn,
¥ tieaded the thought of being separated
i her husband and two children, She told
&l they wanted so much to formalize
feldtionship by getting married, so that
fildren would be recognized as the
imate children of her husband and thus
liled to all the services and privileges
el to  Japanese citizens. But the
% of going through the process of
ing documents and applying for mar-
jiand the  likelihood of being discovered
dioverstaying alien in the course of this,
nough to dissuade them from formaliz-
1B Lnian,

ey however decided to take the risk after
iorcar accident which seriously hurt her
Ifer husband. The first impulse of her
ictive husband was 1o avoid reporting the
Bt to the police for fear that his wife
Milbe exposed in the process. He was
fitver persuaded to inform the police be-
an accident report was required by the
B Company before payments  for
lital expenses could be made.

§ Incident led them to seek the help of
wmmunity  social worker in which they
4 The social worker from the buraku
wnunity took a sympathetic view of their
kgkn and assured them that there was
Bing to fear from the local government be-
il was not its business to arrest illegal
This was the business of the Ministry
ustice. Even so, Sara's status as an il-

R
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URURLSAN, Half i ufl the new visitors frcrm ehe Plulippines come as "aeertainers,”
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legal alien remained at the base of her
everyday consciousness and conditioned all
her activities and relations with other people.

Every overstaying Filipino migrant in Japan
knows that at some point in the near future,
when it is time to visit the homeland, one will
have to give one's self up to the immigration
authorities.  But every "0S" migrant wishes
that this be a voluntary decision. Everyone
knows the penalty for overstaying: interroga-

"The work was hard and the hours
long. On her sixth month, she fell
sertously ill and could not work."

tion at immigration, which everyone prays
would be brief, and deportation with prohibi-
tion against returning for at least one year,

Most migrants protect themselves against
this prohibition by coming to Japan, in the
very first instance, under a different name. A
big majority (easily more than half} of those
who enter Japan for purposes of seeking
employment do not use their real names, For
instance, when | tried to help the former enter-
tainer Sara, | discovered that she had been
using all along a fictitious name. It was (he
same thing with the twenty-three workers in
Ibaraki Prefecture. Only two or three of them
used their real names on their passports.

The passports are
authentic. It is the names that
fictitious. And the
reason for this, they said, is
that one's real  identity
remains protected and is not
compromised by all kinds of
negative records.  Travelling
on a fictitious name each time
_ one  enters Japan also
i renders meaningless the one-
Y year ban against the re-entry
of deportees.

TSR Eaay are

Ll el ot

3 KOR R T
Tl F s,
i
Seamunsis- 3 Sara, the former enter-
s 1oincr, also explained to me
that the use of a different
name was not her idea but
that of the Filipino
promoter's, “for her own

L LA TR o
b B

A L e
B 0,
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protection,* she was told. Nevertheless, after
some time, she said, she felt better that it was
not her real name she was using. It was, she
said, her way of telling herself that the ane
that has come to Japan is not her ‘real" self.
In short, it was my impression that psychologl-
cally, she was putting a distance between her
self and the role she was made to play in
Japan: Sara, the entertainer, | would call this
the myth of the anonymous self - a defense
mechanism against the often traumatic ex-
periences encountered by migrant workers
in Sara’s position. Things changed for Sara
when she started to live in with her com-
mon-law husband, and especially after the
children were born, Now she wanted her
real identity to  be activated, both
psychologically and legally,

Inexperience

| would assume from the data that most of
the Filiping visitors who have come to Japan
are first-time travellers abroad, and would
have little if any interest in the culture or his-
tory of Japan. Mor would they be inclined to
remedy this disability by reading or studying
Japanese culture or history.

In fact, what the migrants assiduously im-
bibe in the quickest possible time is the
basic language of the workplace, the essen-
tial terms and expressions needed to get by
daily with the Japanese shacho (boss) or

3
£
4

DOTBLE TROVBLE, A mesing benveen Filiping wowmnen and
thresy e gpeciive Japatiese hvbards, Docilin: and dilipaice;
grealitics considered desivabde to bodl domestic helpers i

prosifutes, ardeapy in e list of o scouting Japatese,
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mama-san. They also borrow from 't_I'E:{_
timers certain action recipes for dealing ¥
typical  situations at work.  Thess @
response formulas which are recomment
because they are culturally intelligible and3
ceptable. '

|

"The average Filipino migrant dog
not come to Japan to learn its il
ture as an intellectual object

Every Filipino worker, student, wig
entertainer in Japan has favorite obse
or definitive views about the Japanese
views constitute the principal premises:
culturally prescribed ways of handling sl&
tions.

One recently-arrived Filipina entertainer
bar outside Tokyo told me that the Japani
are very conscious about male dominat
that they would not tolerate being pubd
spurned by a woman, especially a Filpe
entertainer. And in this kind of viork 4
said, one often encounters mern wha Wi
insist on touching you as a matter of i
The Japanese man must: never be shatd
she said. We must gently take his fil
stroking it all the while, and lay it back el
table.

In short, what is accumulated in the fist8
months of a Filipine migrant's stay In
are conventional images of the Ja
as persons, culturally prescribed waysof
ing with them, and practical and accep
techniques of handling typical situations.

The average Filipino migrant does®
come to Japan to learn its culture asan
lectual object. He/she formulates deff
of the Japanese personality and vanp
cial situations as a prerequisite for
survival in an unfamiliar terrain, The
taol for this is Nippongo, although the s
Filipino  migrant worker would ot i
likelihood, have the patience to ka
language in school, nor learn the
Kanji characters, preferring instead tof
vital phrases and meanings as theses
tually used or encountered in pracicés
tings of work, This is how the Fiii




s himselffherself from the vulnerability
fliced by inexperience and profound un-
iidnty with the host culture,

vt el fxolation within o
teows and Closed Society

‘for many foreigners, and not just Filipinos,
giobably the greatest source of vul-
Ity in Japan.
long-staying

graduate

told  me:
matter  how
years  you
stayed in this

i
it

how  well
speak  their
age, yau  will
be accepted
detely as one
em It is a
d society.  In-
ally  suspi-
and wary of

Ll

Koreans
in Japan

ff Inteligent and
late  Korean

o a Japanese
She was
kting the alien

ion  faw re-

dl alien permanent residents, as well
fom her perception, other discriminatory

| was born in Kyoto,' she said, "of
tdn parertts brought to Japan against thair
Lgrew up here and was educated here. |
'y taxes like the Japanese and | serve
country as a teacher. Butlam Korean by
and by nationality, Why should | be
deto give up my Korean identity in order
@ entitled to the rights enjoyed by
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Japanese citizens? Why should nationality
ke submerged under citizenship?

The problem of isolation that the average
Filipine migrant in Japan faces is not of

course perceived in these terms. But | bring
up this chance meeting with the Korean
woman in order to highlight the presence of
very rigid legal, cultural, and sociclogical con.

MOTHING MORE YIOLENT THAN POVERTY. Poor childrod growing g withent deeir seothon:
trirseel-clatcors; poor ehildren grondng up wiiieut el moticrs-turvied-domesc Rrelpers: poor
creilelrens gromamsr up ool fuse ke thely smothers.

trols aimed at preserving the homogensity of
Japanese society, notwithstanding the con-
stant lip-service paid to internationalization.

I am shocked that in many Japanese
families, marriage to a foreigner is still
regarded as ‘“soiling one's koseki (family
reqistry).” Perhaps this partly explains a con-
stant and farniliar theme in  the accounts of
Filipinas rmarried to Japanese men; physical
violence committed against them nat only by
their husbands but also by their husbands'
parents.
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On a wvisit to Shikoku in November, | talked
to Norma (not her real name), a Filipina wife
from Kagawa Prefecture. She told me thal
thare were twenty-seven other Filipino women
in the small town where she lived, all married
to Japanese men. The main complaint of
these Filipinas, she said, was the "heawy
hand" of their husbands. They beat up their
wives at the slightest provocation, especially
when they come home drunk. All of the
women were former entertainers, though
many continued to work in "snack bars* with
the consent of their husbands. It is likely that
the husbands themselves have not complete-
ly accepted their Filipino wives; they probab-
ly continue to see them as "dity women.'
MNorma was in the process of organizing the
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FIGHTING BACK.

Filipino wives when | met her. She said therg
was a felt need among the women to share
with one another lessons on how to defend
themselves  against their husbands and
mothers-in-law.

“You have to show you are ready to fight
back,” said another Filipina who lives in
Osaka with her Japanese husband. She had
counseled another Filipina who was regularly
being battered by her husband and in-laws
to pick up a kitchen knife one day to show
she was ready to defend herself if they con-
tinued to hurt her That was the last time,
she said, that the Filipina wile was beaten up
in that family,
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Filipino women workers in Kyoto recouri
to me how impossible it is for them to rert gl
apartment in Japan without the endorsene
of a Japanese man. This limitation seuis
reduces their mobility, they said. It Ea-__
reason why entertainers find it difficult o/
themselves from their dormitory-based
tivity by their Japanese promoters and ma
sans.

Short of marrying a Japanese mar, a sl
tion which has its own share of oD
Filipino women who have come in as @
tainers tend to have Japanese boyfn
both as a protection against &b
employers as well as to lessen their |sc>'la1ml

Shirley (not her real nan
has lived in Japan for s
years. She was once 3
ried to a Japanese mand
was divorced  after *til
years. She has one il
who now lives in Mamlam
Shirley's mother. ik
works five hours every i
in a classy lounge. Duf
the day, she is enrollad
regular college course,
have no lIIT'IE to be londy’
she said. . |

Like many others in fi
position, she has a Japane
boyfriend, a  person
businessman  who mang
his own small compart.
sends Shirley to scha
Shirley has no illusion o
marrying him somaday. &
is married and has his o
family.

What is also becoming fairly cammon sl
practice of inviting a brother or a sister ui
parent from the Philippines to come 1o Jail
for a short visit, normally three months. Thige
visits have to be spansored by the Japanst
husband. Within those three months, a Wi
ing relative can perform what is known
arubaito {parttime) work, and easily eam %
plane fare to Japan plus pocket mongyfl
the trip back hame.

The mest impressive case | encountarel
was that of Marlyn (another pseudumﬂl
whose Filipino husband was employed 3
draftsman in an engineering firm. From d§



STOP THE TRAFVIC, Filipinag gotivists in a confercace e Japan plot moves to end the cgplaitaiion of
il crsertainers.

of her arrival, Marlyn began working in a

il Oberto-making factory. Obento is the
dhbox  delivered to offices at lunchtime,
ad in train stations, or aver the counter in
iy shops.

| When | first met her in November, Marlyn
tdnot had any sleep. But she was happy.
told me that she had just completed
gen hours -- working straight from 4
of the previous day to 9 am. today.
was paid Y750 per hour, plus free meals,
subsidized accommodations. On the
g she worked twelve hours per day,
5 and holidays included, without fail
she arrived in September. She told me

she left, assuming an  eighty-day
ployment period, she would earn at least

iH 000 or about $5,000, more than what a
| mersity professor in Manila would eam in

Y| came here to work and to be with my
shand for at least three months,” she said.
i5 hard work, but | know It is time  well
ant.

Marlyn certainly works harder than mast
\[atlimers | have met in Japan. But her ex-
fence s quite common.  Many Filipinos
time to Japan ostensibly to visit their rela-
es, but before they do their  sightseeing
_shupping, they first try to recover what
gy spent for their plane tickets.

Tha growing network of relatives with
fikh legitimate ~ Filipino migrant workers in
aparr of those who have married Japanese
I'I'ﬁﬂ surround themselves is evident during
ndayrs in- most Catholic churches all over
. forlonger stays, anywhere from six months
lntwo years, brothers and sisters of Fllipine
%pwses of Japanese nationals usually apply

for a Japanese language student visa.
These applications are sponsored by their
Japanese brothers-in-law. Some take their
language courses seriously. But most others
are nominal students, paying the matricula-
tion fee as students in order to justify their
stay in the country, but spending most of
their time earning a living.

The same pattern of recruitment from

. within the kin group was exaemplified by the

"It is no wonder that intending
migrants sometimes pay as much
as  P70.000 or $2500 to facilitate
the acquisition of a fourist visa 1o
Japan."

twenty-three Filipino workers in the |baraki
Prefecture, As the operations of the com-
pany expand, the demand for guest workers
from abroad increases. The workers them-
selves invite their own relatives to come, their
placement in Japan would be no problem, so
long as they manage to enter Japan under
any visa available,

Since entry into Japan as tourists is very
strictly regulated, and hardly any work per-
mits are being issued except for entertainers,
it is no wonder that intending migrants some-
times pay as much as P70,000 or $2,500 1o
facilitate the acquisition of a tourist visa 1o
Japan. Whether a visa can in fact be had for
money s not certain. What is known is that
thousands of pesos are paid by many expec-
tant Filipino migrant workers in exchange for
a Japanese visa.

This discussion has attempted to show
how Filiping workers in Japan have tried to
overcome the loneliness, boredom, and isola-
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VELNERABRILITY ANTY SURVIVAL, Theauthor (5ih fon feft stanaings widd a growgr af Filipiin
wakers din i peeleciee onde Tokva, Japan.

tion that come with working and living in a
relatively closed society. The most commaon
remedies are: long working hours and over:
time, having a Japanese boyfriend or - even
better -- marrying cne, and inviting more rela-
tives to come and work in Japan,

But the preceding discussion also brings
us back full circle to the main contention of
this paper. that dramatic changes are taking
place in the Japanese labor market and the
structure of the economy. These changes
provide openings for the paricipation of an
mcreasing number of foreign workers  from
abroad.

Yet, Japanese immigration laws and
policies have lagged far behind, unjustly
criminalizing and posing unnecessary impedi-
ments to the legilimate participation of foreign
workers inthe economy. The ones who are
allowed to come in with work contracts con-
tinue to be treated as guest workers, and
therefore not entitled to equal protection as
Japanese workers. But the countless others
without work permits must suffer the double
tribulation of being subject to manipulation,
abuse, and super-exploitation by virtue of
their illegal status,

Concluding Points

1. In sociological language, Japan may be
said to be suffering from a “structural lag.*
Its economic interactions with other nations
have gone far ahead of the readiness of its
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own social system 1o adjust 16 new oo
tions. In a large sense, this incapach
probably reflects the Japanese people’s oH)
profound psychological resistance 1o [efig
the outside world impinge upon their waj @
life. Japan has remained an essenid)
closed society. Yet, ironically, at no othertig
in history has the Japanese ecni‘l_'_
presence so powerfully 'shaped the lives

many peoples around the world. |

2. Japanese companies and brand nam
like Toyota, Sony, Mitsubishi and Honda
name a few, are conquerng vast make
and investment territories all over the wonl
Their global reach and presence clf
overshadow their Japanese origing. Ty
have outgrown the limited visions of their o
country's paoliticians and statesmen, who o
mirror the natural apprehensions of a bk
tional and homogensous community thale
being forced open by the logic of its on
2CONCMIC POWer.

3. This paradox is al the base of Japn)
altitude towards foreign nationals who G
to Japan to work,  Guest workers ane rapi
filling up jobs at the lower rungs o
Japanese labor market, which are beingi
cated by upwardly mobile Japans
workers, Economic growth has di
spawned a rapidly expanding leisute i
entertainment industry that relies heavily
foreign workers.  The objective need il
foreign labor is being satisfied thraugh I
mediation of inventive entreprensurs .:
criminal syndicates who specialize in Gl

o S L,




ing existing restrictions. Yet, inspite of all
@ lar as can be gleaned from govern-
pionouncements, until now there ap-
obe no official acknowledgment that
[shortage exists in Japan, or that
workers perform a vital role in the
s economy. Some observers
Hiog this to a simple lack of coordination
g three key departments in the
finese government, namely, Foreign Af-

Labor, and Justice (under which im-
dion matters  fall).  In an extremely or-
fited society like Japan, this seems in-
.'.:'5'

n any event, the result of this am-
ce is the continuous inflow  of foreign
s Into Japan under circumstances
iy 1o existing laws and regulations. It
#hs inconceivable, given the Japanese
ucracy's capacity for total surveillance,
the Japanese government has no
ledge of the widespread practice by
dpanese employers hire guest workers
Iproper work visas. It must therefore
sumed that the government in  fact
this practice, even as it continues to
undocumented foreign workers as
ble aliens  for violating the terms of
srEtry into the country,

Under present arrangements, Filipinos
0 Japan in any of the following
Ies: as entertainers, as tourists, as stu-
8 workertrainees, as wives to
ese husbands, and as visiting relatives

HASARINLAN

to Filipinos married to  Japanese nationals.
Legitimate working visas are issued only to
entertainers and trainees. Majority of those
with working visas are in the entertainment-re-
lated industries. They come as musicians,
singers, dancers and cultural performers,
and they are mostly women, forced to work
as bar hostesses and prostitutes. A very

limited number of Filipino professionals
doing white-collar work also obtain  work
visas. In the past three years, a growing

number of factory workers have managed o
come in as trainees in Japanese companies
that either have branches in the Philippines
or dre intending to sel up overseas opera-
tions in the Philippines. In actual fact, they
are nothing but disguised cheap labor.

& Yet, compared to the magnitude of the
need, these official channels for entering
Japan are grossly inadequate, The situation
compels job-seekers to explore alternative
modes of entry into Japan. The most common
route is still through a tourist visa, which is
becoming increasingly difficult to obtain. The
student visa (mostly language training) is the
next favored mode of entry. In recent years,
more Filipinos have also come to Japan
under the sponsorship of Japanese men
who have married their relatives. They all in-
variably find jobs in the Iucrative labor
market. But their essential vulnerability as
workers remains for as long as they operate
without the proper work permit, and for as
long as Japan continues "to need the labor
but'not the |aborer

o o s
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LAROE NEEDED, LABORER. UNWANTED. Aty Japae suffers fFom o struceral fog! g
ko - waler conrilie fa prahing e sectal it possifile - ani ey preore,
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