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Electoral

C rucial as the 1992 general elections may be,
the early runners have thus far failed to fire
the popular imagination.

Next year's balloting shall be the first "nor-
mal® electoral exercise in more than two
decades. It is important for the Philippines’
democratic institutions that the electoral arena
becomes the exclusive terrain for validating
and legitimizing governance.

The 19689 elections was overdetermined by
the untrammeled use of state resources to
overwhelm the opposition. Fopular disgust
over the outcome of that exercise fueled the
outburst of the First Quaner Storm and
propelled the political polarization that charaec-
terized the next decade and a half.

The senatorial elections of 1971 was high-
lighted by the bombing of the Liberal Party
rally at Plaza Miranda, The balloting of that
year ‘was characterized by extreme
emotionalism and a very high degree of
violence,

The electoral exercises during the period of
the dictatorship were held largely for
demanstration purposes. The outcomes of
these exercises were blatantly *managed® by
the autocracy and, as a consequence, en-
couraged popular disdain.

A

Contest ?

The popular uprising of 1986, it wil l§
recalled, was made possible by the orgaris
tion of broad political forces along ¥
framework of partisanship for the ‘s
presidential elections. Popular anger overft
attempt by the Marcos dictatorship to g
the elections was the most proximate cai
for the insurrectionary exwlosrnn of Febns
1986,

The congressional elections of 1967 af
the local elections of 1988 were held int
long shadow of euphoria thrown by the 1

Marcos dictatorship continued to charactis
the post-Marcos elections and override ol
factors. The elections caught the new poll
forces unprepared f::-r electoral n-'.'_j

political  dynasties. and eligarchic
brokers in many localities.

The changes in the political terrain &l
electoral demographics were not W
reflected in the outcomes of the two eleciioy
In the next elections, these changes mgl
prove too compelling to ignore,

By 1992, about a quarter of all voters shil
be between the ages of 18 and 25. More Ifi
half shall be in their mid-thirties and below i



dEheiming majority shall be forty -- the
il Quarter Storm generation — and under.

Lhanges in the political economy of Filipino
HiEty should reflect in  the voter composi-
0 More than half of them shall be ur-
wized, diminishing the power of traditional
Ui bailiwicks. A great number of voters shall
I rotated abroad at least once as migrant
Wikers, con-
i a

power
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more hopeful, more forward-looking elec-
torate. This electorate will be largely immune
to the politics of character assassination and
negativism that has been the stuff of past'con-
tests.

Yet inspite of the above, the main presiden-
tial contest appears, at the moment,
dominated by personalities from a political
past many
Filipinos would
rather  forget,
They work on
personalist is-
sues that
voters are un-
responsive o,
They have yet
to offer a com-
pelling view of
the future that
shall crystailize

ers feed public Op-
' timisrm.
ledi For these
UrEfion reasons, none
98 un- [ ERC T of them has in-
itadented, it g galiag spired a
shall E-u'-?-iﬁ"‘f.:if:ﬁ vigorous  fal-
a plitaaee ) lowing. None
élration 53 of the frontrun-
i ap- : ners has
ifieigy developed a
per political
while momenturn
that assures it
~ shall of a place in
e high the final show-

e high percentages of unemploymert
i nceremployment shall have a bearing
ilitier decision-making. Many voters will
iy respond to visions and programs
i dutline economic opportunities rather
#l 0 traditional considerations  of
Biiieism or past partisanship,

e economic upswing expected for the
Wit semester of this year will reflect in a

down,

At the same
instance, the
new  paiitical
forces are
mired in end-
less doctrinal debates about electoral par-
ticipation. They are in imminent danger of be-
coming irrelevant to the forthcoming electoral
exercise.

The 1992 elections shall either be a
dehydrated exercise featuring old faces and a
disinterested electorate; or, a critical turning
point featuring the rapid rise of new faces and
the crystallization of new constituencies.

It is too early to tell,



