. Adm inistralive Structures and Mechanisms

Thereare ihree key actors in agrarian refarm, namely, (a) the government; b} the People’s Agrarian
feform Counclls (PARCON); and (€} non-governmental  organizalions (MGOs).
¥. Funding

The gulding principle on agrarian reform funding is the use of local resources in implemaniing

agrarian refarm. Althe same, Ao additional burdens must be imposed on the Filipino people such
as increased taxes or through resulting inflationary effects.
¥L Transitory Measuras

1. All laws, executive issuances; rules, and regulations inconsistent with the principles and

accompanying policies of agrarian reform must be repealed.
2. Safeguards and corresponding pendllies musibe instiiuted against pre-emplive actions by

land- owners or other parties to deleat the purposes and intent of ‘agrarian reform.

1. In arcas wherte, for administrative reasens land transfer cannol be immediately undertaken,
a drastic and substantial reduction in land rents must be carried out. In farms under wage laber,
gubstantial wage increases as well as safeguards for the protection of the rights of workars musi
be instiluled,
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Document

Joint Declaration of the Multi-Sectoral
Conference for Genuine Agrarian Reform

WE, the 600 delegates to this MULTISECTORAL CONFERENCE FOR A PEOPLE'S AGRARIAN
REFOAM CODE, representing a broad spectrum of peasanl organizations, sectoral and cause-
arlerted groups, men- governmental organizations and political alliances,; as well as leading agrarian
reform advocates and supporters, have gathered logether thiz 25th and 26th of June 1988 at Marykngll
Callege, Guezon City to issue this jolnt declaration and call to aclion on the ceniral nallonal agerda
oi genuine agrarian referm:

WHEREAS,

_ the main objective of agrarian reform s 1o dismantle the unjust systems of control, ownership
and wse of land, and to democralize jland-based wealth and power:

. genuine agrarian reform is the key to authenlic national progress and prosperity; It gshall previde
the stable foupdation for nalionalist indusirialization, the promotion of the wellare of the workers,
urban poor, women and youth, the protection of human rights against militarization and repression,
and freedom from foreign econemic and military domination:

the Filipine people, particularly our landless and near- landless farmers, tenants, agriculiural
workers, =small fisherfolk and peasanl women, have long clamored for a genuine and comprehensive
agrarian reform bascd on the principles of "land to the tller" and social |usfice.

_the Lagislative and Executive branches olgovernment have failed to adeguately respond to this

clamor for an agraran reform law that will address the centuries-old and fundamental problems of
tenancy, poverty and cancentration of land in the hands of a privileged few,
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- Bepublic Act 6657, recently enacied, miserably falls as a Irue soclal justice measure, as il
deceplively confains sufficlent loopholes by which landlords and multinational corporations can
evade land redistribution and retain thelr land- based wealth and power;

- due 1o these fallures and the growing hunger and misery In the couniryside, our people are
exercising wvarious Initiatives in implementing genuine agrarian reform;

NOW THEREFORE,

-we, the delegates to this Mullisectoral Conference, hereby adapt and pledge to carry out the
People’s Agrarian Reform Code (PARCODE), founded on the following fundamental principles:

- Land 1o the tiller and the complete abolition of absentee landow nership/absentee proprietor-
ship;

- Comprehensive coverage of alitlypes of arable lands, water resources, as wellas 1lllers and
other direct producers;

- Progressive and selective compensalion to landowners:

- Inelusion ofall previous land rentals and unpaid labor a5 direct payments for the land;

- Full participation of beneficiaries in deeision-making and Implem entation;

- Preferential option for cooperatives and collectives;

- Hecognition of the rights of women to land ownership;

- Revaersion to Filipine control ofall lands presenily covered by multinational corporations;

- Recognition of the rights of small fisherfolk towards greater access to and use of water
resources;

- Recognition of the ancestral land rights of Iribal communities and indigenous setilers;

- Use oflocal resources for financing agrarian reform;
- Implementation of just labor conditions for farmworkers

- we hereby launeh a signalure carnpang:i with the purpose of ceanducting a massive education
drive on the central issue of agrarian reform: promote the Pecple's Agrarian Reform Code; and
mobilize the Filipino people based on and In support of the struggle for a genuine agrarian reform.

= wWe recognize that the right to life is supreme and therefore, we declare our support fo all forms
of peasant initiatives 1o render the PARCODE effeclive as soon as possible and have it deliver
Immediale economic benefitls and political victories to the Filipine peasaniry;

WE LIKEWISE:

- call on.all sectors of Philippine society to register their voices of protest against Republic Act
EG5T;

- enjein the Filipine people to exercise their right of legisiative Initiative by rallying behind the
signature campaign;

- urge all sectors to supportand preiect ihe initiatives of peasant srganizations in implemanting
gendine agrarian reform;

- &njoin all to support the continuing struggle of the peasaniry for land, social Justice and lasting
peace.
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