From the TWS Desk

M. C.E.Baytion

The Yen to Help

Indusir[ﬂlized countries like Japan have been
under great pressure to “"help" under-

developed regions. Japan's phenomenal

growth in economic terms has led its neigh-
bors and 1trading pariners to urge Japan to
lessen s trade surplus by buying more and
selling less, and to increase [tz share of the
burden ef maintaining peace in the region.

Responsesio thiscallhave been manifested
in different ways. The Japanese government
has, on one hand, pledged to increase the
amount of official loans and granis that it gives
to poor countries. It has dispensed with its
symbolic limit on defense spending and  in-
creased |ts budget for millary expenditure.

Onanother level, non-governmentorganiza-
tlons are alse aclively deing thelr share in
heightening Japan's presence in the Third
World. More and more young Japanese volun-
teers are seen in remote villages and com-
munities in countries such as Sri Lanka,
Micaragua, and Kenya.

What sort of impact has this two-pronged
approach at "helping" created in a counfiry llke
ours?

As the Philippine experience has shown,
increased loans and grants from .Japan have
not meant a corresponding increase in
economic  productivity or in the improvement
of economic conditions. On  the contrary, a
large part of the official funds weni to the pock-
ets of a favored few, parlicularly under Marcos.
Urnder the present administration, funds from
the Japansze government have continued 1o
come in, bul a closer examination of Japanese-
funded programs would reveal a proliferation
of projecis that are ullimately oriented to the
neads of the Japanese market. An example is
an agriculture-related project that involves
using grants from the Japanese government to
purchase fertilizers and pesticides from
Japanese companies for local distribution.
Another is a livellhood-generating project
which unwittingly assures Japanese con-
sumers of regular supplies of prawns,
seaweeds, and fish cake. Of course, 1 has not
been too long ago when we transformed wvast
tracts of fertile lands In Mindanac inte banana
farms in response o a culinary fad In Japan.
Japanese fashlon has since then shified to
mangoes, bul we still haven't learned our les-

gon: we are still dependeni on their yen and
whim,

Mowhere is this atlitude more clearly
reflected as In the behavior of our own govern-
ment officials. They repeat the refrain aboul
the nead 1o have foreign Invesimenis and
forelgn aid in order for our country to develop.
Even Cory is asking for more leans to finance
our growth projections, Since when has there
been meaningful loan-fuelled growth?

In this sense, our officials are not so
ditferent from foreigners who think that a little
money will make us happy. Charfly, however,
s nol meant to alter iniguitous social struc-
tures. It only relieves some of the agony.

In the meantime, MGOs are getting greaier
exposure due to medla coverage of their ac-
tivities and increased interest among
academics and students.

In a materlally abundant society such as
Japan's, NGO activities would seem to be ex-
traordinary and  self-gzacrificing.  Young NGO
workers go to poor villages in Third World
countries to distribute old clothes, medicine,
funds. Closer 1o home, affluent students from
private universities would vislt prominently
poor areas in the FPhilippines such as Tondo’s
Smekey Mountaln, Negros' haciendas, or
other showcases of poverly, and live there for
a couple of weeks., Upon thelr return hoeme,
they would glowingly talk about "how inlerest-
ing" Megres or Tondo was. (To pay a visit 1o
such places would seem to be a must among
those who want to be known as being con-
cerned about problems of the underdeveloped
world) To listen to them lalk like this, nowever,
has always made someone from the Third
World feel like a specimen in a social
laboratory, scrutinized by curious eyes, and
then dissected in a remole environment, far
removed from Hs natural contexl.

To be sure, there are Individuals who sin-
cerely want to help. Yet, most often this Is
translated inle how much yen they can collect
from fellow .Japanese and distribute among
our poor. Such an approach must have led
Japanese to think that as long as they give up
and give us some of their yen, they are already
doing thelr share in addressing the world's
problems.




This attitude, howover, has not been very
helptul for us, Gn the contrary, it has reinforced
the. mendicant mentality  which we. have been
Irying 1o eradieate, 1 has not helped our rela-
lions with foreigners, either. Some Japanese
friends have complained thal whenaver they
go o Hegros, peopla sxpect to receive money
fram tham!

The point I8, just because We are poor
dossn™t mean receiving alms s good for us, Far
fram it

Indaed, H will be befler i the Japanese
government, |1 0 is really sincere In wanting to
help us, thought of more creative ways of doing
0. For example, instead of giving us more fied
ald, it can porhaps open s doors jegally to ow
manual workars. There are fens of thousands
of Filipines who are helping the sconomles of
Japan and the Philippines by deoing dirty, labor-
imonsive jobs for cheap wages; yel who ‘are
constantly  irying 1o protect themselves from
Japanese  pollce.

Atthe samo time, NGOS will beable to help

us more, not by Increasing s yen donations,
but by doing more consciousness- raising ac-
tivities. among the Japanese themselves, it is
so sasy for aHluent poople o dig inlo thelr
pockels, give up some money, feel good sbout
it, and prompily forget about heow the rest of
the world survives. It is mare difficult to
make them change thelr way of thinking, so
that they may look ai their white and colored
neighbors in the same light; so that they may
pay more atienfion 1o thelr governmant's ac-
fivities; so that they may give more thought to
their neighbors. R Iz more difficult to make
them change their way of life, so that they may
be more protective of other countries’ Torests,
ol just of their own; so thal they may begin to
lead less wasteful [lves.

These are more ditficult ways of manifest-
Ing the yen te help, which our powerful officials
might not even approve of. Yei, these are what
wa, ordinary people, would appreciate more,
fram this part of the world.
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