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Book Review

Grassroots Organizing and Organizations

KATHY MADEAL

Vinoent Boudraay in his important
riew book Grass Roots and Cadre 0 the
Pratest Movementmakes arefreshingly
angiral contribution to the literature on
revoluticnary conscnusness and soalal
change. Can provincial communities
come  topgether  against  social
appressions and injustices without
outside assistance fram an edusated
irtellectualclass of urban leadars? What
s the interplay between parochial
communities and an organged urkan
political party that 1s socialist and
nationalist in scope?

Bourdaanu, Vinoont, Grass Roods and Cadee
W the Protes! Movemont, Duszan Gily Alee Wincenl Boudreaw answers thess
ried 2 anie Unlversity Frass, 2007, 234 ;
5, two time honored guestions with a
slony that cames nat fram the point of
wiew of the poor this time, but from that of their leaders and organizers
necause. he explains, “these men and women are most responsible for
shepherding therr grassroois associations nio an alliance with the
sociglists. and maost sensitive, in consaequence, to the contrasting [ulls
of local abligations, ontne one hand, and national socialist responsibilit,
an the other” (pg. 131, Boudreau's work adds another untold [ayer o than
o creative and post-Marxist scholars {1, Scott, P Worsley, E. Wiife,
amaong many more) wha trace their beginnings 1o hare, Lemn, and
Lukacs, They have, substantally, argued that a revolutionary class
corsciousness, of and for itself, has ta be orougnt into parochial-based
communities by an urban revelutionary intellectual class (e.g., by BISIG
leaders). However, Althusser {1971, ad passim), Lusemourg(in Bottomaores
1983, 81, and Warslay (1984, 84 have argued as conuincingly. that
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revolutionary thinkers and leaders must learn theory with the masses.
"For it theory enables us to understand the laws of history, it ig not
intellectuals, nor even theorsticlans, it is the masses who make history”
(Althusser 1971, 20). These are tough guestions with no easy answers
that have long occupied schalars Interestad in solving the problems of
poverty. In fact, these quandaries have to be always untangled anaw
through engaged and participatory fieldwork nat anly in the communities
of the poorest of the poor but with the cadre who wark with them.
Boudreau has steadfastly juggled both ends; his work makes a good
contripution to understanding the dee percomplexities invalved in bringing
popular struggles into a nationallst {and, internationalist) movement for
wider social and structural change.

Vincent Boudreau combines meticulous scholarship with rugged
fizldwork to give us a close look at how BISHS, a national socialist
arganization, recruited three grassroots associations (UMALUN, DIWA,
and KASAMA) during a critical juncture in Philipping history. The years
18986 10 1988 marked a time of hope and transition across the nation.
The Marcas dictatorship had been dismantled by an actively nan-violent
peoples’ power revolution that senved to gwve inspiration to people
strugghng against tyranny, cppression, and injustices around the world,
The indigenous Left, a broad coalition of radical Christians and Mushims,
socialists and communists, is credited for nelping to pave the way forthis
mass ravolution. BISIG organizers were most busy organizing countless
demaonstrations and engagingin political meslings and study groups that
portended to bring real genuine social change, Their relationship with the
grassroots associations with whom they worked was bonded, But, the
political atmasphere of the country turmed corrupt after Cory Aguino was
assumed Into officeand, against herwill, arnot, the old rich, among them
her relativas, and military officers, notably Marcos” cranies, gol hoid of
the reigns of power. And, the Left faltered and began todoubt itsalf, This
exarted an inordinate strain on the relationship between the grassrools
groups and the socialists. [tisthis story, the s1Uff of high adveniure, that
Boudreau writes about in rich and vivid detail,

Boudreau's study is praiseworthy. 1115 suppored with a nch store of
detailed data collected first hand through participatony fieldwork and
intervisws with the key players involved in BISIG and contingent
arganizations of ACES (Assaciation for Community Education), UMALLIN
(Allance af the Urban Poor), OIW#A (The Collective Formed by Those Who
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Refuse to be Enslaved), and KASAMA (The Federation of People's
Organizations), He delimits his study to focus only oh some of the
problems that urban cadres face in organizing disparate groups nle a
unified movermnent. He, substantially, argues that different populations
rmay not only disagree between themselves Ih terms af their ideclogical
orientations and seff-perceived goals, but they may hald yisions of social
rhange that are very much at odds with The prevailing socalist vision. This
potential for divisiveness between 'revolutionary” partners is significant
because the direction of socialism is, constantly, and irvarahly, belng
changed by these kinds of tensions, Boudreau emphasizes that “the
interaction of distinct alliance partners against the backdrop af changing
political conditions produces both the character of collective praxis and
the degree of mobilization” (p. 85). This is an important point and one
that, until now, has baen given little attention in the literature.

Thisis one of the very first books to be wntten on the inside operations
of a national socialist movement in the Philippines, no student interested
in the nuts and bolts of organizational life, politics, and social movermeant
theory can afford to miss this thoroughly researched book on the rise and
decline of BISKS and three grassroots associations in the 1980s. -
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