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nstead of talking about the university and revolution, I would

rather share some questions and tentative answers on the concept

of power. Power I think is something that the university has,
and power 1s also something that the university can nurture, bestow
and acknowledge, or thwart and challenge. I think it will serve to
reflect on how we understand the phenomenon of power. “Power”
1s basically the ability to do something, and the doing here includes
the activity of thinking. It sounds better in Filipino actually,
“kapangyarthan”, merong nangyayar, o merong kakayahan para
merong mangyari, o kaya nagdudulot ng pangyayari o patungo sa

pangyayari.

We exercise power in the university in the way we guide
our students, acknowledge their achievements, recognize our
colleagues, and distribute rewards or sanctions to everyone within
the stitution. We also generate power when we build arguments,
write original and creative works, construct new perspectives and
discover new msights and processes. The power of the superior
argument comes from our belief that, first, there are critera for
superior arguments, and second, that we can recognize and bow to
those better msights. Should we not be able to recognize the criteria
nor be able to recognize the better insights, I think we enervate
ourselves and become weak.

We also generate power when we are better able to see
what 1s to be done that addresses fundamental questions we raise.
There 1s an architectonic to our mind and we ourselves create the



